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The discussion of the decrees naturally leads to the consideration of their execution, and this begins with the work of creation. This
is not only first in order of time, but is also a logical prius. It is the beginning and basis all divine revelation, and consequently also the
foundation of all ethical and religious life. The doctrine of creation is not set forth in Scripture as a philosophical solution of the problem of the
world, but in its ethical and religious significance, as a revelation of the relation of man to his God. It stresses the fact that god is the origin of
all things, and that all things belong to Him and are subject to Him. The knowledge of it is derived from Scripture only and is accepted by faith
(Heb. 11:3), though Roman Catholics maintain that it can also be gathered from nature.

# Heb. 11:3

TMEEFERE, mEt AR M ER, Sk, MERK, BAZRBERZWIE D KK .

By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

A. EBedAliEEN. THE DOCTRINE OF CREATION IN HISTORY.

1. FEE2EEHA . Greek Philosophy and Early Church Fathers
While Greek philosophy sought the explanation of the world in a dualism, which involves the eternity of matter, or in a process of
emanation, which makes the world the outward manifestation of God, the Christian Church from the very beginning taught the doctrine of
creation as ex nihilo and as a free act of God. This doctrine was accepted with singular unanimity from the start. It is found in Justin Martyr,
Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and others. Theophilus was the first Church Father to stress the fact that the days of
creation were literal days. This seems to have been the view of Irenaeus and Tertullian as well, and was in all probability the common view in
the Church.

2. R, AR, Clementand Origen.
Clement and Origen thought of creation as having been accomplished in a single indivisible moment, and conceived of its description as the
work of several days merely as a literary device to describe the origin of things in the order of their worth or of their logical connection. The
idea of an eternal creation, as taught by Origen, was commonly rejected. At the same time some of the Church Fathers expressed the idea that
God was always Creator, though the created universe began in time.

3. AL BEHEER)FHE. Trinitarian Controversy.
During the trinitarian controversy some of them emphasized the fact that, in distinction from the generation of the Son, which was a necessary
act of the Father, the creation of the world was a free act of the triune God.

4, BT, Augustine.

Augustine dealt with the work of creation more in detail than others did. He argues that creation was eternally in the will of God, and therefore
brought no change in Him. There was no time before creation, since the world was brought into being with time rather than in time. The
question what God did in the many ages before creation is based on a misconception of eternity. While the Church in general still seems to
have held that the world was created in six ordinary days, Augustine suggested a somewhat different view. He strongly defended the doctrine
of creation ex nihilo, but distinguished two moments of creation: the production of matter and spirits out of nothing, and the organization of
the material universe. He found it difficult to say what kind of days the days of Genesis were, but was evidently inclined to think that God
created all things in a moment of time, and that the thought of days was simply introduced to aid the finite intelligence.

5.  #PtFEFE. Scholasticism.
The Scholastics debated a great deal about the possibility of eternal creation; some, such as, Alexander of Hales, Bonaventura, Albertus Magnus,
Henry of Ghent, and the great majority of the Scholastics denying this; and others, such as Thomas Aquinas, Duns Scotus, Durandus, Biel, and
others affirming it. Yet the doctrine of creation with or in time carried the day. Erigena and Eckhart were exceptional in teaching that the
world originated by emanation. Seemingly the days of creation were regarded as ordinary days, though Anselm suggested that it might be
necessary to conceive of them as different from our present days.

6.  SRIBCFELEMM. Reformers.
The Reformers held firmly to the doctrine of creation out of nothing by a free act of God in or with time, and regard ed the days of creation as
six literal days.



7. SEHIEA M. Post-Reformation.
This view is also generally maintained in the Post-Reformation literature of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, though a few theologians
(as Maresius) occasionally speak of continuous creation.

8. PJ\HHAD: PUMhGRERMEI RS S T MR .
18" Century: Science Under Pantheism and Materialism’s Influence.
In the eighteenth century, however, under the dominating influence of Pantheism and Materialism, science launched an attack on the Church’s
doctrine of creation. It substituted the idea of evolution or development for that of absolute origination by the Absolute. Its origin was pushed
back thousands and even millions of years into an unknown past.

9.  BiCMPE. EiERLE, WRYE,
Theology Seeks to Harmonize with Science/Philosophy.
And soon theologians were engaged in various attempts to harmonize the doctrine of creation with the teachings of science and philosophy.
Some suggested that the first chapters of Genesis should be interpreted allegorically or mythically; others, that a long period elapsed between
the primary creation of Gen. 1;1, 2 and the secondary creation of the following verses; and still others, that the days of creation were in fact
long periods of time.

A Gen. 1:1-3

& A& R M .

Hb R A R W, U TR R GE AT FE K T k.

ME . EAHOL, AT

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface
of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.

B. Al (ER) R#E.
SCRIPTURAL PROOF FOR THE DOCTRINE OF CREATION.

The Scriptural proof for the doctrine of creation is not found in a single and limited portion of the Bible, but is found in every part of
the Word of God. It does not consist of a few scattered passages of doubtful interpretation, but of a large number of clear and unequivocal
statements, which speak of the creation of the world as a historical fact. We have first of all the extended narrative of creation found din the
first two chapters of Genesis, which will be discussed in detail when the creation of the material universe is considered. These chapters
certainly appear to the unbiased reader as a historical narrative, and as the record of a historical fact. And the many cross-references scattered
throughout the Bible do not regard them in any other light. They all refer to creation as a fact of history. The various passages in which they
are found may be classified as follows:

(1) Passages which stress the omnipotence of God in the work of creation, Isa. 40:26, 28; Amos 4:13.
% Isa. 40:26, 28

R EEBE, FHEAGEES R, HBHSH, b — MWL A, Ffb s, XEb® KX
Ji, JE— {8 WA s,

PR B TE B Y IR E BE L EE Y K AER MRS AN L, AlaE bR B, WA=, WA WA
fibs F B R M R M

26 Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls
them each by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.

28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will
not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.

EE Amos 4:13



M. EE. HOEE AN FRGCE LR WA EIEN, b 4& R M- EH
L

He who forms the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his thoughts to man, he who turns dawn to darkness, and
treads the high places of the earth-- the LORD God Almighty is his name.

(2) Passage which point to His exaltation above nature as the great and infinite God, Ps. 90:2; 102:26, 27; Acts 17:24.
& Ps. 90:2

FE LR R AR H, M BEfH FUIR R W IE R, MR A Bk, KRR M.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

&% Ps. 102: 26, 27

KoM SR, R0 R A R M ED B A AR W B T . R B R M R R, R bt 2
T

WA RS RFEBRAE E N

26 They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing you will change them and they will
be discarded. 27 But you remain the same, and your years will never end.

i€ Acts 17:24

Bl F=E MmA R BB, BE2 KM 3, SAENTF TGN,
"The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by
hands.

(3) Passages which refer to the wisdom of God in the work of creation, Isa. 40:12-14; Jer. 10:12-16; John 1:3.

# Isa. 40:12-14

MEHTFLOEMK, HFROEER, HAG AR WEL, HERMLE, B KRFFEREE:?

HE O OHR AL HE 0 CEGGE . RE Y FEOR UE ORI E R R D, BUE flp B L 48 Hofh e ?

fib BLRE R AR MEBCEL M, MEOR A T B R R A, SO S ER ZOEl A, R 3 B 3 R 204 e ?

12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? Who
has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance? 13 Who has
understood the mind of the LORD, or instructed him as his counselor? 14 Whom did the LORD consult to enlighten him,
and who taught him the right way? Who was it that taught him knowledge or showed him the path of understanding?

HR Jer. 10:12-16

HOAn#E H gE  AliE R, HESEIESN, HBEBWMHERSE.

fbo— S8, A KM, fhAE RS MM LS, G E R, B AR R b R k.
FNME T B, = WA & R U A D b MR 2R R R MR . b T B BB AR R R R, Lk g
FLEE SN W
R R A, RN AR BB R B R .

MEM P ABREL, FME2EMEEANE. DLOF MR M EENCIR, & FHHMERMY L.
12 But God made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his
understanding. 13 When he thunders, the waters in the heavens roar; he makes clouds rise from the ends of the earth. He
sends lightning with the rain and brings out the wind from his storehouses. 14 Everyone is senseless and without
knowledge; every goldsmith is shamed by his idols. His images are a fraud; they have no breath in them. 15 They are
worthless, the objects of mockery; when their judgment comes, they will perish. 16 He who is the Portion of Jacob is not
like these, for he is the Maker of all things, including Israel, the tribe of his inheritance-- the LORD Almighty is his name.

#] John 1:3



B REEMERN: JLPER, A KA RMEFE &K,

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
(4) Passages regarding creation from the point of view of God’s sovereignty and purpose in creation, Isa. 43:7; Rom. 1:25.
# Isa. 43:7

MAAMAERATHA, ERAACHRBAGH, REIER, JTiEFEH.

everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for my glory, whom | formed and made."
Z Rom. 1:25

flof s s E S AR, FMAEEEZTEZY, AMEREDME; TRV AEN, H I K
bSO I

They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised.
Amen.

(5) Passages that speak of creation as a fundamental work of God, | Cor. 11:9; Col. 1:16.0ne of the fullest and most beautiful
statements is that found in Neh. 9:6: “Thou art Jehovah, even thou alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with
all their host, the earth and all things that are thereon, the seas and all that is in them, and thou preservest them all; and the
host of heaven worshippeth thee.” This passage is typical of several other, less extensive, passages that are found in the Bible,
which emphasize the fact that Jehovah is the Creator of the universe, Isa. 42:5; 45:18; Col. 1:16; Rev. 4:11; 10:6.

ARHT 1 Cor. 11:9

WHEAARBHZNEN; ZANTIZR/RINER.

neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.

7§ Col. 1:16

HAaBaMesdEan, BmeRER, WM, BERLMW, ARRERLWM; SIEAMLK, EA
B, BBUK, FEREM. —MWMOREFMEN, X REAHMEN.

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or
authorities; all things were created by him and for him.

J&é Neh.9:6

PR, MEB AR ZER M #E D RiE T RMR ERR, R EMER, WM ERES, WM T A
B dE — VAR AR BT DR AF B . R HE SRR AR .

You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the
seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.

# Isa. 42:5

Al RE R, SRS H, B M B — i, BRESBLENAN, XBEEAITAELEZ
AN | P (T

This is what God the LORD says-- he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and all that comes
out of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it:

# Isa. 45:18

AlIE G R HR A 3E, BGE R A Kby o, MAlERe R, WAEMEbRHE, 2ESLANEMLE.
Wk R AR, FRA A

For this is what the LORD says-- he who created the heavens, he is God; he who fashioned and made the earth, he founded it; he did
not create it to be empty, but formed it to be inhabited-- he says: "l am the LORD, and there is no other



1 Col. 1:16

HABAEH_AREMEN, BHLAREN, WEM: BERLK, AEERLK:, REMLW, EiF
B, BB, EEMN. MW EEEFMEN, XERAMEWN.

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or
authorities; all things were created by him and for him.

1% Rev. 4:11

BMAE E, MM, KERARRE., Z&. EWK: BRAKRAETEY, CHEMRRERKRNE
EAE ARG WA R

"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were
created and have their being."

1% Rev. 10:6
BEMAERMEK Lz, WA L2, BMEP 2%, HIEFKKEERN, ELHN: ~AHEF
MHT (8fE: AHEET) .

And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and
the sea and all that is in it, and said, "There will be no more delay!

C. AIEMES.
THE IDEA OF CREATION.

The faith of the Church in the creation of the world is expressed in the very first article of the Apostolic Confession of Faith, “I believe

in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.” This is an expression of the faith of the early Church, that God by His almighty power
brought forth the universe out of nothing. The words “Maker of heaven and earth” were not contained in the original form of the creed, but

represent a later addition. It ascribes to the Father, that is, to the first person in the Trinity, the origination of all things. This is in harmony with

the representation of the New Testament that all things are of the Father, through the Son, and in the Holy Spirit. The word “Maker” is a

rendering of the word poieten, found in the Greek form of the Apostolic Confession, while the Latin form has creatorem. Evidently, it is to be

understood as a synonymous term for “Creator.” “To create” was understood in the early Church in the strict sense of “to bring forth
something out of nothing.” It should be noted that Scripture does not always use the Hebrew word bara’ and the Greek term ktizein in that

absolute sense. It also employs these terms to denote a secondary creation, in which God made use of material that was already in existence
but could not of itself have produced the result indicated, Gen. 1:21, 27; 5:1; Isa. 45:7, 12; 54:16; Amos 4:13; | Cor. 11:9; Rev. 10:6.

£l Gen. 1:21, 27

ML E R KEMAKF T BESKAEANDY, SRLB, XNEmMAFHRRE, SHEH. WEHL

Ui .

MBI EH S RGEEN, HREKMEMLNBGE S E XK.

21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and

every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
£l Gen. 5:1

mEMBENARAETE. (F MEAMBDT, 2REFAIWOENEN,

This is the written account of Adam's line. When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God.

% 1sa. 45:7,12

g e, B, WA %, RS EAFE U - A,
Fagh, S AfEM B OB TR R, K EE R W2 R aER

7 1 form the light and create darkness, | bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things.



12 It is | who made the earth and created mankind upon it. My own hands stretched out the heavens; | marshaled their starry hosts.

%% Isa. 54:16

WRWE R K TS A SEMAEIERRAMGE:; BHEA. ITREMBEZRITE.
"See, it is | who created the blacksmith who fans the coals into flame and forges a weapon fit for its work. And it is | who have created the
destroyer to work havoc;

& Amos 4:13

MA . EE. FoBEMaA, HRGCE . WEEMRZ SRR, 22U ME-SHEZ .

He who forms the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his thoughts to man, he who turns dawn to darkness, and treads the
high places of the earth-- the LORD God Almighty is his name.

HPRHT 1 Cor. 11:9

WHIRAARZNER:; KNV 2R/B NEH.

neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.
% Rev. 10:6

BEBWAERMR Lz, WM by, MiEhzY, HEINKKEEWN, R FHARHAT
CEfE: AHELE T) .

And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and

all thatis in it, and said, "There will be no more delay!

It even uses them to designate that which comes into existence under the providential guidance of God, Ps. 104:30; Is. 45:7, 8; 65:18; | Tim. 4:4.

&% Ps. 104:30

LI AP L G Uae < FR S U L 1 U A T

When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.
¥ 1s.45:7,8

Lk ot, G, WM 2, XXM, EEE U R-IMmE,

MRS, BRI, SEBETASE, MmHER, EHEE, AR -F#ELE; BHER-MMEER.
7 | form the light and create darkness, | bring prosperity and create disaster; |, the LORD, do all these things. 8 "You heavens above, rain down
righteousness; let the clouds shower it down. Let the earth open wide, let salvation spring up, let righteousness grow with it; |, the LORD, have
created it.

# Isa. 65:18

PRAFTE BT & (M K B s gt WREGEHHMARATE, BLEPHNERAHEANTE.

But be glad and rejoice forever in what | will create, for | will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy.
PEAT 1 Tim. 4:4

N prEmmMermw, FEHEHZ, WA KW RN,

For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving,



Two other terms are used synonymously with the term “to create,” namely, “to make” (Heb., ‘asah; Greek, poiein) and “to form” (Heb. yatsar;
Greek, plasso). The former is clearly used in all the three senses indicated in the preceding: of primary creation in Gen. 2:4; Prov. 16:4; Acts
17:24; more frequently of secondary creation, Gen. 1:7, 16, 26; 2:22; Ps. 89:47; and of the work of providence in Ps. 74:17.

£l Gen. 2:4

AlG OR MR R, FEHERANEE MG R M H ¥, Jh R E R
This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens--

7% Prov. 16:4

AT RGN, SEAH: 2B AEBMENE TG,
The LORD works out everything for his own ends-- even the wicked for a day of disaster.

fiE Acts 17:24

Al i ML P E R, B2 R KT, BAENT TSR,

"The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.

£ Gen. 1:7, 16, 26

G EE, BTERUFTHK, ZRHUEBAKSHET . FHEHKKLT

G EE, BTERUFTHAK, ZRHUEHAKSHET . FHERKLT

ME . RMEEBERMMWEL. HFRMOELEAN, FAAMERBEANE. S0, 0 EHH
B, M, Wi BN — ) B &
7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so.
16 God made two great lights--the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars.
26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air,
over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."

£l Gen. 2:22

1075 LA O LN A5 I NI = G w51 1 2 95 Al G/ NP2 (L1 [ QAN 3

Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.
& Ps. 89:47

SRR A B B Ry R RS T SE R D AR BIE O, A AR Y B T AR Y R A e ?

Remember how fleeting is my life. For what futility you have created all men!
W Ps. 74:17

o) — U1 S SR AR P AL B BOR M & KRR R T E 1

It was you who set all the boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter.

The latter is used similarly of primary creation, Ps. 90:2 (perhaps the only instance of this use); of secondary creation, Gen. 2:7, 19; Ps. 104:26;
Amos 4:13; Zech. 12:1; and of the work of providence, Deut. 32:18; Isa. 43:1, 7, 21; 45:7.

&F Ps. 90:2

sl ok G AR, M B R OR s R, R BRI, IR M.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
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£ Gen. 2:7,19

HOAD#E g M BB LGN, AR B AL, bk VA E M A, &

HOOFD#E ph L PG R B HF MK BR R BR R0 A b X RO S B A B ON T AT, A b o . BN B Bk % A
EINET Y/ NP (AP S (LU R

7 the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a
living being.

19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the
man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name.

&% Ps. 104:26

AL M AT E AR BTG I WK TE
There the ships go to and fro, and the leviathan, which you formed to frolic there.

& Amos 4:13

WAL, ER. FOBEEARAN FRECE B, WEELZ S EN, b2 2IBMIE-—BHZ 4,
He who forms the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his thoughts to man, he who turns dawn to darkness, and treads the
high places of the earth-- the LORD God Almighty is his name.

oo Zech. 12:1

HEOR G DL B B BR R o SR RE K . B oL ML R L G N ML 2 By HRORD HE SR .
This is the word of the LORD concerning Israel. The LORD, who stretches out the heavens, who lays the foundation of the earth,
and who forms the spirit of man within him, declares:

i Deut. 32:18

PR 22 R B, TS RD E R A .

You deserted the Rock, who fathered you; you forgot the God who gave you birth.
# lsa. 43:1,7,21

AW, A R ER AN R, LB W, GE R R AL, BAEWBER . RAEFM HARBE T R K
BRI A AR, R R

MENMMAERLZ TN, ERASBACHRBA GRS, ZRIMBER, FEMFER.

EAHBERZACHER, IF& R EKEME,

1 But now, this is what the LORD says-- he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: "Fear not, for | have redeemed
you; | have summoned you by name; you are mine. 7 everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for my glory, whom |
formed and made." 21 the people | formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise.

# Isa. 45:7

FiEoe, NG, FME-F 2, XEXH, EFEE KRR ME,
7 | form the light and create darkness, | bring prosperity and create disaster; |, the LORD, do all these things.

All three words are found together in Isa. 45:7.

Creation in the strict sense of the word may be defined as that free act of God whereby he, according to His sovereign will and for His own glory,
in the beginning brought forth the whole visible and invisible universe, without the use of pre-existing material, and thus gave it an existence,
distinct from His own and yet always dependent on Him. In view of the Scriptural data indicated in the preceding, it is quite evident, however,
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that this definition applies only to what is generally known as primary or immediate creation, that is, the creation described in Gen. 1:1. Butthe
Bible clearly uses the word “create” also in cases in which God did make use of pre-existing materials, as in the creation of sun, moon, and stars,
of the animals and of man. Hence many theologians add an element to the definition of creation. Thus Wollebius defines: “ Creation is that act
by which God produces the world and all that is in it, partly out of nothing and partly out of material that is by its very nature unfit, for the
manifestation of the glory of His power, wisdom, and goodness.” Even so, however, the definition does not cover those cases, also designated
in Scripture as creative work, in which God works through secondary causes, Ps. 104:30; Isa. 45:7, 8; Jer. 31:22; Amos 4:13, and produces results
which only He could produce. The definition given includes several elements which call for further consideration.

#F Ps. 104:30

e AR B, Al A PR R R R R .

When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.
# Isa. 45:7,8

T, N, WP, XKW, GEE - UK R A,

MR, B LMW, SEETAR: MEmMR, EHHRE, o -REE EBMLR-IWMEHRFLER.
7 | form the light and create darkness, | bring prosperity and create disaster; |, the LORD, do all these things.

8 "You heavens above, rain down righteousness; let the clouds shower it down. Let the earth open wide, let salvation spring up, let
righteousness grow with it; I, the LORD, have created it.

HE Jer. 31:22

HEMR (FEXRZF) W, RREEEZEDNLERR? BRMELEM L& T —FHF, 2L TF
T
How long will you wander, O unfaithful daughter? The LORD will create a new thing on earth-- a woman will surround a man."

K
=
b

& Amos 4:13

WAL, ER. FOBEERA. FRECE HUE . WEEHLZ S EN, b2 2BME-—SHZ 4,
He who forms the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his thoughts to man, he who turns dawn to darkness, and treads the
high places of the earth-- the LORD God Almighty is his name.

1 AlER =B R HE 2.
CREATION IS AN ACT OF THE TRIUNE GOD.

Scripture teaches us that the triune God is the author of creation, Gen. 1:1; Isa. 40:12; 44:24; 45:12; and this distinguishes Him from
the idols, Ps. 96:5; Isa. 37:16; Jer. 10:11, 12. Though the Father is in the foreground in the work of creation, | Cor. 8:6, it is also clearly
recognized as a work of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. The Son’s participation in it is indicated in John 1:3; | Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:15, 17, and the
activity of the Spirit in it finds expression in Gen. 1:2; Job 26:13; 33:4; Ps. 104:30; Isa. 40:12, 13.

£l Gen. 1:1

A, AN R .
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

# Isa. 40:12

MY HFLOEHEK, BHFROEER, HIFE R M EL, HEB LS, HRTFEERE:?
12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? Who has held
the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance?
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¥ Isa. 44:24

PEARH R, 3G PR B BB WA HE b B R HE RN HEL AIE W W, 2 B SR EE R . BB R M.
At B 7E e ?

"This is what the LORD says-- your Redeemer, who formed you in the womb: | am the LORD, who has made all things, who alone
stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by myself,

% 1sa. 45:12

T, XA E. R FHHRHFR: REBHR 0L EN.
Itis | who made the earth and created mankind upon it. My own hands stretched out the heavens; | marshaled their starry hosts.

#F Ps. 96:5

M ph S R W R HE R 3E AIE REOK .
For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens.

&% Isa. 37:16

ATE A R E ZES M-I g T, R—MERERE R T EBA M, R A R M.
"O LORD Almighty, God of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You have
made heaven and earth.

HE Jer.10:11, 12

PR EE S A AT A bl R e AN R IR AIE R b R, b M B OR R B BRI D

R R B U A E oK, HEE@ZIMER, HBEUHMKRS F.

11 "Tell them this: 'These gods, who did not make the heavens and the earth, will perish from the earth and from under the
heavens.'" 12 But God made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his
understanding.

#] John 1:3

EWREM EAMER LRGN, BA AR EMEN.

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

MRHT | Cor. 8:6

R A RAE L, R, EYEMAGR M, WAL R - A, B R R R R — Y
FHAA M, RATW R EME K

yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom all things came and through whom we live.

7 Col. 1:15,17

ErRBRARER NG, 2EEW, £ - WHEKLL.
e A 2%, &AW M.

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

£l Gen. 1:2
& E R, Yk TR IR B IE AT R OK T b

Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the
waters.
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{H Job 26:13

fil i B RE R A AT A TR B R e

By his breath the skies became fair; his hand pierced the gliding serpent.
1f1 Job 33:4

R R G R R R MR A A
The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life.

#F Ps. 104:30

e R B, b M AE 2 & s R M T B R A R

When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.
# Isa. 40:12, 13

HEHFLEHAK, AFROEER, AT R R, ML S, KT ERE:?

B RE RS RN HE Y L (BCRE: RE MR ORERORDE R R D, BUE g R L 4E o fhoe ?

12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? Who has held
the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance? 13 Who has understood the
mind of the LORD, or instructed him as his counselor?

The second and third persons are not dependent powers or mere intermediaries, but independent authors together with the Father. The work
was not divided among the three persons, but the whole work, though from different aspects, is ascribed to each one of the persons. All things
are at once out of the Father, through the Son, and in the Holy Spirit. In general it may be said that being is out of the Father, thought or the
idea out of the Son, and life out of the Holy Spirit. Since the Father takes the initiative in the work of creation, it is often ascribed to Him
economically.

2. flEREwAEE (ER MF4A.
CREATION IS A FREE ACT OF GOD

Creation is sometimes represented as a necessary act of God rather than as a free act determined by His sovereign will. The old
theories of emanation and their modern counterpart, the Pantheistic theories, naturally make the world but a mere moment in the process of
divine evolution (Spinoza, Hegel), and therefore regard the world as a necessary act of God. And the necessity which they have in mind is not a
relative necessity resulting from the divine decree, but an absolute necessity which follows form the very nature of God, from his omnipotence
(Origen) or from His love (Rothe). However, this is not a Scriptural position. The only works of God that are inherently necessary with a
necessity resulting from the very nature of God, are the opera ad intra, the works of the separate persons within the Divine Being: generation,
filiation, and procession. To say that creation is a necessary act of God, is also to declare that it is just as eternal as those immanent works of
God. Whatever necessity may be ascribed to God’s opera ad extra, is a necessity conditioned by the divine decree and the resulting
constitution of things. It is a necessity dependent on the sovereign will of God, and therefore no necessity in the absolute sense of the word.
The Bible teaches us that God created all things, according to the counsel of His will, Eph. 1:11; Rev. 4:11; and that He is self-sufficient and is not
dependent on His creatures in any way, Job 22:2, 3; Acts 17:25.

3% Eph. 1:11
BMWEMBEEA (RME: RO THE:, BEEBMEORIT. MEBEFHN, BREMEZMELN,

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the
purpose of his will,

% Rev. 4:11



14

MW E, RMoM, RERMGRME. B, R, BIREAE TED, IHEDLEBEKRKE A
AW .

"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and
have their being."

{1 Job 22:2,3

ANSRmARR? FEAERAERC.

W ANrE, SMEREEZSRE? KT KT, B0 MSFR?

"Can a man be of benefit to God? Can even a wise man benefit him? What pleasure would it give the Almighty if you were righteous?
What would he gain if your ways were blameless?

#E Acts 17:25

WARANFRSE, R DEHE, g Lla. KE. 88, B s AN,

And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything
else.

3. AlER LR H T EEZ.
CREATION IS ATEMPORAL ACT OF GOD.

a.  (HEE) fEIETT AR

The teaching of Scripture on this point.

The Bible begins with the very simple statement, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” Gen. 1:1.
fil Gen. 1:1

& A IS R M.
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

As addressed to all classes of people, it employs the ordinary language of daily life, and not the technical language of philosophy. The Hebrew
term bereshith (lit. “in the beginning”) is itself indefinite, and naturally gives rise to the question, In the beginning of what? It would seem best
to take the expression in the absolute sense as an indication of the beginning of all temporal things and even of time itself; but Keil is of the
opinion that it refers to the beginning of the work of creation. Technically speaking, it is not correct to assume that time was already in
existence when God created the world, and that He at some point in that existing time, called “the beginning” brought forth the universe. Time
is only one of the forms of all created existence, and therefore could not exist before creation. For that reason Augustine thought it would be
more correct to say that the world was created cum tempore (with time) than to assert that it was created in tempore (in time). The great
significance of the opening statement of the Bible lies in its teaching that the world had a beginning. Scripture speaks of this beginning also in
other places, Matt. 19:4; 8; Mark 10:6; John 1:1, 2: Heb. 1:10. That the world had a beginning is also clearly implied in such passages as Ps. 90:2,
“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting thou art
God”; and Ps. 102:25, “Of old didst thou lay the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the work of thy hands.”

K Matt. 19:4, 8

HO @k Il & . MEWIE AN, Bi&%iE L,
1 AP i e B 18 T NP > i S 5 R N (S I S ) 0 A N B Y 7 3

4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,’
8 Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the
beginning.

T Mark 10:6
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HAE R A ENRK, MEAZEREX.

"But at the beginning of creation God 'made them male and female.'

#] John 1:1, 2

KV A IE, T8 B MR AR, TE LR M.

i i K A B A R AE .

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.
& Heb. 1:10

SCHEE e BT, ARGE BT SL T MR s KRB R AR T T E M.

He also says, "In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.
&5 Ps. 90:2

AR AR, M B R ROR O G R, R AN B K IE, R M.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

& Ps. 102:25

PROE #T 57 T M R 2k R B R R T aE

In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.

b.  WEFEWEEIE. Difficulties which burden this doctrine.

Prior to the beginning mentioned in Gen. 1:1, we must postulate a beginningless eternity, during which God only existed. How must
we fill up these blank ages in the eternal life of God? What did God do before the creation of the world? It is so far from possible to think of
Him as a Deus otiosus (a God who is not active), that He is usually conceived of as actus purus (pure action). He is represented in Scripture as
always working, John 5:17.

#] John 5:17

HE @k ot S fh 5. M FEI WS, R F.

Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working."

Can we then say that He passed from a state of inactivity to one of action? Moreover, how is the transition from a non-creative to a creative
state to be reconciled with His immutability? And if He had the eternal purpose to create, why did He not carry it out at once? Why did He
allow a whole eternity to elapse before His plan was put into execution? Moreover, why did He select that particular moment for His creative
work?

c. fEDRILRTRE R R
Suggested solutions of the problem.

(1) The theory of eternal creation. According to some, such as Origen, Erigina, Rother, Dorner, and Pfleiderer, God has been creating
from all eternity, so that the world, though a creature and dependent, is yet just as eternal as God Himself. This has been argued
from the omnipotence, the timelessness, the immutability, and the love of God; but neither one of these necessarily imply or involve
it. This theory is not only contradicted by Scripture, but is also contrary to reason, for (a) creation from eternity is a contradiction in
terms; and (b) the idea of eternal creation, as applied to the present world, which is subject to the law of time, is based on an
identification of time and eternity, while these two are essentially different.

(2) The theory of the subjectivity of time and eternity. Some speculative philosophers, such as Spinoza, Hegel, and Green, claim that the
distinction of time and eternity is purely subjective and due to our finite position. Hence they would have us rise to a higher point of
vantage and consider things sub specie aeternitatis (from the point of view of eternity). What exists for our consciousness as a time
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development, exists for the divine consciousness only as an eternally complete whole. But this theory is contradicted by Scripture
just as much as the preceding one, Gen. 1:1; Ps. 90:2; 102:25; John 1:3. Moreover, it changes objective realities into subjective
forms of consciousness, and reduces all history to an illusion. After all, time-development is a reality; there is a succession in our
conscious life and in the life of nature around about us. The things that happened yesterday are not the things that are happening
to-day. (Cf. Orr, Christian View of God and the World, p. 130.)

Al Gen. 1:1

it AL S R M
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

&% Ps. 90:2

AR AR, M B R ROR O G R, AN B K IE, R M.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

&% Ps. 102:25

PROGE #1577 MR 2k R B R AR T iE

In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.

#J John 1:3

E R EMER, LEEN, BF - HKAREFMEN.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

d. MBS R FR VR, Direction in which the solution should be sought.

In connection with the problem under consideration, Dr. Orr correctly says, “The solution must lie in getting a proper idea of the
relation of eternity to time.” He adds that, as far as he can see, this has not yet been satisfactorily accomplished. A great deal of the
difficulty encountered here is undoubtedly due to the fact that we think of eternity too much as an indefinite extension of time, as,
for instance, when we speak of the ages of comparative inaction in God before the creation of the world. God’s eternity is no
indefinitely extended time, but something essentially different, of which we can form no conception. His is a timeless existence, an
eternal presence. The hoary past and the most distant future are both present to Him. He acts in all His works, and therefore also in
creation, as the Eternal One, and we have no right to draw creation as an act of God into the temporal sphere. In a certain sense
this can be called an eternal act, but only in the sense in which all the acts of God are eternal. They are all as acts of God, works that
are done in eternity. However, it is not eternal in the same sense as the generation of the Son, for this is an immanent act of God in
the absolute sense of the word, while creation results in a temporal existence and thus terminates in time. (Bavinck, Geref. Dogm. Il,
p. 452.) Theologians generally distinguish between active and passive creation, the former denoting creation as an act of God, but
the latter is, marked by temporal succession, and this temporal succession reflects the order determined in the decree of God. Asto
the objection that a creation in time implies a change in God, Wollebius remarks that “creation is not the Creator’s but the
creature’s passage from potentiality to actuality.” (Quoted by Warfield, Calvin and Calvinism, p. 294.)

4. RNEMER, BLRICEAR.
CREATION IS AN ACT BY WHICH SOMETHING IS BROUGHT FORTH OUT OF NOTHING.

a.  AIER B TR
The doctrine of creation is absolutely unique.

There has been a great deal of speculation about the origin of the world, and several theories have been proposed. Some declared
the world to be eternal, while others saw in it the product of an antagonistic spirit (Gnostics). Some maintained that it was made out of pre-
existing matter which God worked up into form (Plato); others held that it originated by emanation out of the divine substance (Syrian Gnostics,
Swedenborg); and still others regarded it as the phenomenal appearance of the Absolute, the hidden ground of all things (Pantheism). In
opposition to all these vain speculations of me the doctrine of Scripture stands out in grand sublimity: “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.”



17

b.  CEEA) HRHE [AL&] A .
Scriptural terms for “to create.”
In the narrative of creation, as was pointed out in the preceding, three verbs are used, namely, bara’, ‘asah, and yatsar, and they are
used interchangeably in Scripture, Gen. 1:26, 27; 2:7.

£l Gen. 1:26, 27

e RMERERMBOEL. ZFRMOELEAN, FHRMELBENA, TR0 M L%
B, MAath, Wi BRTRM—U) &,
26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air,
over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 27 So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

£ Gen. 2:7

HRAD#E M BB LG N, AR EM B LA, bk VA EKME AN, &
the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a
living being.

The first word is the most important. Its original meaning is to split, to cut, to divide; but in addition to this it also means to fashion, to create,
and in a more derivative sense, to produce, to generate, and to regenerate. The word itself does not convey the idea of bringing forth
something out of nothing, for it is even used of works of providence, Isa. 45:7; Jer. 31:22; Amos 4:13.

% Isa. 45:7

g, N, T2, XHEXH, BFEE UMLK ME,
7 | form the light and create darkness, | bring prosperity and create disaster; |, the LORD, do all these things.

HE Jer.31:22

BFEAOR (EXELT) W, kKB LXEINBRKRR? PBANELM EET ~MHHF, RELTHEHS
T
How long will you wander, O unfaithful daughter? The LORD will create a new thing on earth-- a woman will surround a man."

& Amos 4:13

MAaL . ER. FOoBEERAN RGEHdE . WEEHMZ S EN, b2 2IWME—HHL .
He who forms the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his thoughts to man, he who turns dawn to darkness, and treads the
high places of the earth-- the LORD God Almighty is his name.

Yet it has a distinctive character: it is always used of divine and never of human production; and it never has an accusative of material, and for
that very reason serves to stress the greatness of the work of God. The word "asah is more general, meaning to do or to make, and is therefore
used in the general sense of doing, making, manufacturing, or fashioning. The word yatsar has, more distinctively, the meaning of fashioning
out of pre-existent materials, and is therefore used of the potter’s fashioning vessels out of clay. The New Testament words are ktizein, Mark
13:19, poiein, Matt. 19:4; themelioun, Heb. 1:10, kataritzein, Rom. 9:22, kataskeuazein, Heb. 3:4, and plassein, Rom. 9:20. None of these
words in themselves express the idea of creation out of nothing.

c [TEmAIE] M=,
Meaning of the term “creation out of nothing.”
The expression “to create or bring forth out of nothing” is not found in Scripture. It is derived from one of the Apocrypha, namely, Il
Macc. 7:28. The expression ex nihilo has been both misinterpreted and criticized. Some even considered the word nihilum (nothing) as the
designation of a certain matter out of which the world was created, a matter without qualities and without form. But this is too puerile to be
worthy of serious consideration. Others took the expression “to create out of nothing” to mean that the world came into being without a cause,
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and proceeded to criticize it as conflicting with what is generally regarded as an axiomatic truth, ex nihilo nihil fit (out of nothing comes nothing).
But this criticism is entirely unwarranted. To say that God created the world out of nothing is not equivalent to saying that the world came into
being without a cause. God Himself or, more specifically, the will of God is the cause of the world. Martensen expresses himself in these words:
“The nothing out of which God cerates the world are the eternal possibilities of His will, which are the sources of all the actualities of the
world.” (Christian Dogmatics, p. 116.) If the Latin phrase “ex nihilo nihil fit” be taken to mean that no effect can be without a cause, its truth
may be admitted, but it cannot be regarded as a valid objection against the doctrine of creation out of nothing. But if it be understood to
express the idea that nothing can originate, except out of previously existing material, it certainly cannot be regarded as a self-evident truth.
Then it is rather a purely arbitrary assumption which, as Shedd points out, does not even hold true of man’s and volitions, w hich are ex nihilo.
(Dogma. Theo. |, p. 467.) But even if the phrase does express a truth of common experience as far as human works are concerned this does not
yet prove its truth with respect to the work of the almighty power of God. However, in view of the fact that the expression “creation out of
nothing” is liable to misunderstanding, and has often been misunderstood, it is preferable to speak of creation without use of pre-existing
material.

d. [TEmAabE] 1 (Y Wik
Scriptural basis for the doctrine of creation out of nothing.

Gen. 1:1 records the beginning of the work of creation, and it certainly does not represent God as bringing the world forth out of
pre-existing material. It was creation out of nothing, creation in the strictest sense of the word, and therefore the only part of the work
recorded in Gen. 1 to which Calvin would apply the term. But even in the remaining part of the chapter God is represented as calling forth all
things by the word of His power, by a simple divine fiat. The same truth is taught in such passages as Ps. 33:6, 9 and 148:5.

&% Ps.33:6,9

t R A HEORT HE R A T o s R ORE A Db R AT R .
Wzttt 5, A, @iL, #oL.

6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
9 For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.

&¥ Ps. 148:5

RIS L R O B A g 4 0 D Al — ey DR AT G K .

Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they were created.

The strongest passage is Heb. 11:3, “By faith we understand that the worlds have been framed by the word of God, so that what is seen hath
not been made out of things which appear.”

K Heb. 11:3

HMEEGE, S EEEAEEMEERNG, Bk, MERK, ARRBERZYIEN
A4 1

By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

Creation is here represented as a fact which we apprehend only by faith. By faith we understand (perceive, not comprehend) that the world
was framed or fashioned by the word of God, that is, the word of God’s power, the divine fiat, so that the things which are seen, the visible
things of this world, were not made out of things which do appear, which are visible, and which are at least occasionally seen. According to this
passage the world certainly was not made out of anything that is palpable to the senses. Another passage that may be quoted in this
connection is Rom. 4:7, which speaks of God, “who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were” (Moffatt:
“who makes the dead alive and calls into being what does not exist”).

£ Rom. 4:7

flhde: MR LB, BREHLREN, BARAERDN.
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"Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.

The apostle, it is true, does not speak of all the creation of the world in this connection, but of the hope of Abraham that he would have a son.
However, the description here given of God is general and is therefore also of a general application. It belongs to the very nature of God that
He is able to call into being what does not exist, and does so call it into being.

5. ALEBT A EERE, T LR TR
CREATION GIVES THE WORLD A DISTINCT, YET ALWAYS DEPENDENT EXISTENCE.

a.  HARRFEERBEN.

The world has a distinct existence.

This means that the world is not God nor any part of God, but something absolutely distinct from God; and that it differs from God,
not merely in degree, but in its essential properties. The doctrine of creation implies that, while God is self-existent and self-sufficient, infinite
and eternal, the world is dependent, finite, and temporal. The one can never change into the other. This doctrine is an absolute barrier against
the ancient idea of emanation, as well as against all pantheistic appearance of the Absolute; and God is not simply the life, or soul, or inner law
of the world, but enjoys His own eternally complete life above the world, in absolute independence of it. He is the transcendent God, glorious
in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders. This doctrine is supported by passages of Scripture which

(1) testify to the distinct existence of the world, Isa. 42:5; Acts 17:24;
# Isa. 42:5

Bl R, SRS H, MMM EK 0B, BRELGH EHRERAN, XBEEHKITEL L AN
ffHR R, fl g ER

This is what God the LORD says-- he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it,
who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it:

€ Acts 17:24

AlE T ML PR &M, B2 RBKE, tAENT G,

"The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.

(2) speak of the immutability of God, Ps. 102:27; Mal. 3:6; Jas. 1:17;
i Ps. 102:27

A IRk A8 IRINFEBRA S H.

But you remain the same, and your years will never end.

¥ Mal. 3:6

W—HE AN R A KER, TBARMES 2 TIRA W

"I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.

M Jas. 1:17

FHREEMEBM SR BN EL A 2R EEARRN, KRG XM T RN 14
WA W, BWRAEHISHNER.

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows.

(3) draw a comparison between God and the creature, Ps. 901-2; 102:25-27; 103:15-17; Isa. 2:21; 22:17, etc.; and



20

5 Ps. 90:1-2

Coff N BEVE B AT K8 D W, Rt ACAC AR A E P .
ALl R B R, B S IROR B E R, PR B KR, R M.

1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 2 Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the
earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

&% Ps. 102:25-27

YIS TR, REERFHER.

25 In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. 26 They will perish, but you
remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing you will change them and they will be discarded. 27 But you remain the
same, and your years will never end.

&% Ps. 103:15-17
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15 As for man, his days are like grass, he flourishes like a flower of the field; 16 the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place
remembers it no more. 17 But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with
their children's children--

% Isa. 2:21
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They will flee to caverns in the rocks and to the overhanging crags from dread of the LORD and the splendor of his majesty, when
he rises to shake the earth.

# Isa. 22:17
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"Beware, the LORD is about to take firm hold of you and hurl you away, O you mighty man.
(4) speak of the world as lying in sin or sinful, Rom. 1:18-32; | John 2:15-17, etc.

4% Rom. 1:18-32
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18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by
their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the
creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from
what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they
became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and
reptiles. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies
with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--
who is forever praised. Amen. 26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural
relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust
for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 28
Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do
what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of
envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent
ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Although they know God's
righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of
those who practice them.

#)7% | John 2:15-17
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15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in

the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but
from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.

7/
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b. IR TE U ERTIATFAEN .

The world is always dependent on God.

While God gave the world an existence distinct from His own, He did not withdraw from the world after its creation, but remained in the most
intimate connection with it. The universe is not like a clock which was wound up by God and is now allowed to run off without any further
divine intervention. This deistic conception of creation is neither biblical nor scientific. God is not only the transcende nt God, infinitely exalted
above all His creatures; He is also the immanent God, who is present in every part of His creation, and whose Spirit is operative in all the world.
He is essentially, and not merely per potentiam, present in all His creatures, but He is not present in every one of them in the same manner. His
immanence should not be interpreted as boundless extension throughout all the spaces of the universe, nor as a partitive pres ence, so that He
is partly here and partly there. God is Spirit, and just because He is Spirit He is everywhere present as a whole. He is said to fill heaven and
earth, Ps. 139:7-10; Jer. 23:24, to constitute the sphere in which we live and move and have our being, Acts 17:28, to renew the face of the
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earth by His Spirit, Ps. 104:30, to dwell in those that are of a broken heart, Ps. 51:11; Isa. 57:15, and in the Church as His temple, | Cor. 3:16;
6:19; Eph. 2:22.

&5 Ps. 139:7-10
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7 Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flee from your presence? 8 If | go up to the heavens, you are there; if | make my bed
in the depths, you are there. 9 If | rise on the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far side of the sea, 10 even there your hand will

guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.

HE Jer. 23:24
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Can anyone hide in secret places so that | cannot see him?" declares the LORD. "Do not | fill heaven and earth?" declares the
LORD.

4 Acts 17:28

LA AT . 78, MEFM. RHWRMESSK, AR RMbLEMHIER.

'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.’
#¥ Ps. 104:30
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When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.
¥ Ps.51:11
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Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.

# Isa. 57:15
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For this is what the high and lofty One says-- he who lives forever, whose name is holy: "I live in a high and holy place, but also with
him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.

MKHT 1 Cor. 3:16
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Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?

HKHT 1 Cor. 6:19
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Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your
own;
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38 Eph. 2:22
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And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Both transcendence and immanence find expression in a single passage of Scripture, namely, Eph. 4:6, where the apostle says that we have
“one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all.”

5 Eph. 4:6

— A, MERANKL, BFRAZLE, HFRANZH, BEERAZN.

one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

The doctrine of divine immanence has been stretched to the point of Pantheism in a great deal of modern theology. The world, and especially
man, was regarded as the phenomenal manifestation of God. At present there is a strong reaction to this position in the so-called “theology of
crisis.” It is sometimes thought that this theology, with its emphasis on the “infinite qualitative difference” between time and eternity, on God
as the “wholly Other” and the hidden God, and on the distance between God and man, naturally rules out the immanence of God. Brunner
gives us the assurance, however, that this is not so. Says he, “Much nonsense has been talked about the ‘Barthian theology’ having perception
only for the transcendence of God, not for His immanence. As if we too were not aware of the fact that God the Creator upholds all things by
His power, that He has set the stamp of His divinity on the world and created man to be His own image.” (The Word and the World, p.7.) And
Barth says, “Dead were God Himself if He moved His world only from the outside, if He were a ‘thing in Himself’ and not the One in all, the
Creator of all things visible and invisible, the beginning and the ending.” (The Word of God and the Word of Man, p. 291.) These men oppose
the modern pantheistic conception of the divine immanence, and also the idea that, in virtue of this immanence, the world is a luminous
revelation of God.

6. LHABEHIEAAHM.
THE FINAL END OF GOD IN CREATION.

The question of the final end of God in the work of creation has frequently been debated. In the course of history the question has
received especially a twofold answer.

a. A, BUNEMEAR.

The happiness of man or of humanity.

Some of the earlier philosophers, such as Plato, Philo, and Seneca, asserted that the goodness of God prompted Him to create the
world. He desired to communicate Himself to His creatures; their happiness was the end He had in view. Though some Christian theologians
chimed in with this idea, it became prominent especially through the Humanism of the Reformation period and the Rationalism of the
eighteenth century. This theory was often presented in a very superficial way. The best form in which it is stated is to the effect that God could
not make Himself the end of creation, because He is sufficient unto Himself and could need nothing. And if He could not make Himself the end,
then this can be found only in the creature, especially in man, and ultimately in his supreme happiness. The teleological view by which the
welfare or happiness of man or humanity is made the final end of creation, was characteristic of the thinking of such influential men as Kant,
Schleiermacher, and Ritschl, though they did not all present it in the same way. But this theory does not satisfy for several reasons: (1) Though
God undoubtedly reveals His goodness in creation, it is not correct to say that His goodness or love could not express itself, if there were no
world. The personal relations within the triune God supplied all that was necessary for a full and eternal life of love. (2) it would seem to be
perfectly self-evident that God does not exist for the sake of man, but man for the sake of God. God only is Creator and the supreme Good,
while man is but a creature, who for that very reason cannot be the end of creation. The temporal finds its end in the eternal, the human in the
divine, and not vice versa. (3) The theory does not fit the facts. It is impossible to subordinate all that is found in creation to this end, and to
explain all in relation to human happiness. This is perfectly evident from a consideration of all the sufferings that are found in the world.

b. EHELWMARME.
The declarative glory of God.

The Church of Jesus Christ found the true end of creation, not in anything outside of God, but in God Himself, more particularly in
the external manifestation of His inherent excellency. This does not mean that God’s receiving glory from others is the final end. The receiving
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of glory through the praises of His moral creatures, is an end included in the supreme end, but is not itself that end. God did not create first of
all to receive glory, but to make His glory extant and manifest. The glorious perfections of God are manifested in His entire creation; and this
manifestation is not intended as an empty show, a mere exhibition to be admired by the creatures, but also aims at promoting their welfare
and perfect happiness. Moreover, it seeks to attune their hearts to the praises of the Creator, and to elicit from their souls the expression of
their gratefulness and love and adoration. The supreme end of God in creation, the manifestation of His glory, therefore, includes, as
subordinate ends, the happiness and salvation of His creatures, and the reception of praise from grateful and adoring hearts. This doctrine is
supported by the following considerations:

(1) It is based on the testimony of Scripture, Isa. 43:7; 60:21; 61:3; Ezek. 36:21, 22; 39:7; Luke 2:14; Rom. 9:17, 11:36; | Cor. 15:28;
Eph. 1:5, 6,9, 12, 14; 3:9, 10; Col. 1:16.

% Isa. 43:7
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everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for my glory, whom | formed and made."

% 1sa. 60:21
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Then will all your people be righteous and they will possess the land forever. They are the shoot | have planted, the work of my
hands, for the display of my splendor.

% Isa. 61:3
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and provide for those who grieve in Zion-- to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD
for the display of his splendor.

%k Ezek. 36:21, 22
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21 | had concern for my holy name, which the house of Israel profaned among the nations where they had gone. 22 "Therefore say
to the house of Israel, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that | am going to do these
things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where you have gone.

%k Ezek. 39:7
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"'l will make known my holy name among my people Israel. | will no longer let my holy name be profaned, and the nations will know
that | the LORD am the Holy One in Israel.

#% Luke 2:14
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"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."

hn

Z% Rom. 9:17
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For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "l raised you up for this very purpose, that | might display my power in you and that my name
might be proclaimed in all the earth."

%F Rom. 11:36
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For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.

HKHT 1 Cor. 15:28
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When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.

3 Eph. 1:5, 6, 9, 12, 14
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5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- 6 to the praise of his
glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 9 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his

good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 12 in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his
glory. 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his

glory.

¥ Eph. 3:9, 10
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9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all
things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly realms,

1 Col. 1:16
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For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all
things were created by him and for him.

(2) The infinite God would hardly choose any but the highest end in creation, and this end could only be found in Himself. If whole
nations, as compared with Him, are but as a drop in the bucket and as the small dust of the balance, then, surely, His declarative
glory is intrinsically of far greater value than the good of His creatures, Isa. 40:15, 16.

# 1sa. 40:15, 16
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15 Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as though they
were fine dust. 16 Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires, nor its animals enough for burnt offerings.

(3) The glory of God is the only end that is consistent with His independence and sovereignty. Everyone is dependent on whomsoev er
or whatsoever he makes his ultimate end. If God chooses anything in the creature as His final end, this would make Him dependent
on the creature to that extent.

(4) No other end would be sufficiently comprehensive to be the true end of all God’s ways and works in creation. It has the advantage
of comprising, in subordination, several other ends.

(5) Itis the only end that is actually and perfectly attained in the universe. We cannot imagine that a wise and omnipotent God would
choose an end destined to fail wholly or in part, Job 23:13. Yet many of His creatures never attain to perfect happiness.

1f1 Job 23:13
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"But he stands alone, and who can oppose him? He does whatever he pleases.

c. R TEWHRBIRAGEMNZEAEN] FmiE.
Objections to the doctrine that the glory of God is the end of creation.

The following are the most important of these:

(1) EwEr#AE T E AR,

It makes the scheme of the universe a selfish scheme.

But we should distinguish between selfishness and reasonable self-regard or self-love. The former is an undue or exclusive care for one’s
own comfort or pleasure, regardless of the happiness or rights of others; the latter is a due care for one’s own happiness and well-being, which
is perfectly compatible with justice, generosity, and benevolence toward others. In seeking self-expression for the glory of His name, God did
not disregard the well-being, the highest good of others, but promoted it. Moreover, this objection draws the infinite God down to the level of
finite and even sinful man and judges Him by human standards, which is entirely unwarranted. God has no equal, and no one can claim any
right as over against Him. In making His declarative glory the end of creation, He has chosen the highest end; but when man makes himself the
end of all his works, he is not choosing the highest end. He would rise to a higher level, if he chose the welfare of humanity and the glory of
God as the end of his life. Finally, this objection is made primarily in view of the fact that the world is full of suffering, and that some of God’s
rational creatures are doomed to eternal destruction. But thisis not due to the creative work of God, but to the sin of man, which thwarted the
work of God in creation. The fact that man suffers to consequences of sin and insurrection does not warrant anyone in accusing God of
selfishness. One might as well accuse the government of selfishness for upholding its dignity and the majesty of the law against all willful
transgressors.

(2) bRALETE, &Y 7K A AR
It is contrary to God’s self-sufficiency and independence.

By seeking His honour in this way God dhows that He needs the creature. The world is created to glorify God, that is, to add to His glory.
Evidently, then, His perfection is wanting in some respects; the work of creation satisfies a want and contributes to the divine perfection. But
this representation is not correct. The fact that God created the world for His own glory does not mean that He needed the world. It does not
hold universally among men, that the work which they do not perform for others, is necessary to supply a want. This may hold in the case of
the common laborer, who is working for his daily bread, but is scarcely true of the artist, who follows the spontaneous impulse of his genius. In
the same way there is a good pleasure in God, exalted far above want and compulsion, which artistically embodies His thoughts in creation and
finds delight in them. Moreover, it is not true that, when God makes His declarative glory the final end of creation, He aims primarily at
receiving something. The supreme end which He had in view, was not to receive glory, but to manifest His inherent glory in the works of His
hands. Itis true that in doing this, He would also cause the heavens to declare His glory, and the firmament to show His handiwork, the birds of
the air and the beasts of the field to magnify Him, and the children of men to sing His praises. But by glorifying the Creator the creatures add
nothing to the perfection of His being, but only acknowledge His greatness and ascribe to Him the glory which is due unto Him.

D. MREFERHAFEER.
DIVERGENT THEORIES RESPECTING THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD.
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The Biblical doctrine is not the only view respecting the origin of the world. Three alternative theories, which were suggested,
deserve brief consideration at this point.

1. “JGif.
THE DUALISTIC THEORY.

Dualism is not always presented in the same form, but in its most usual form posits two self-existent principles, God and matter,
which are distinct from and co-eternal with each other. Original matter, however, is regarded as but a negative and imperfect substance
(sometimes regarded as evil), which is subordinate to God and is made the instrument of His will (Plato, Aristotle, the Gnostics, the
Manichaeans). According to this theory God is not the creator, but only the framer and artificer of the world. This view is objectionable for

several reasons.

(a) Itis wrong in its fundamental idea that there must have been some substance out of which the world was created, since ex
nihilo nihil fit. This maxim is true only as an expression of the idea that no event takes place without a cause, and is false if it
means to assert that nothing can ever be made except out of pre-existing material. The doctrine of creation does not dispense
with a cause, but finds the all-sufficient cause of the world in the sovereign will of God.

(b) Its representation of matter as eternal is fundamentally unsound. If matter is eternal, it must be infinite for it cannot be
infinite in one way (duration) and finite in other respects. But it is impossible that two infinities or absolutes should exist side
by side. The absolute and the relative may exist simultaneously, but there can be only one absolute and self-existent being.

(c) Itis un-philosophical to postulate two eternal substances, when one self-existent cause is perfectly adequate to account for all
the facts. For that reason philosophy does not rest satisfied with a dualistic explanation of the world, but seeks to give a
monistic interpretation of the universe.

(d) If the theory assumes — as it does in some of its forms — the existence of an eternal principle of evil, there is absolutely no
guarantee that good will triumph over evil in the world. It would seem that what is eternally necessary is bound to maintain
itself and can never go down.

2. st (ARRRAS .
THE EMANATION THEORY IN VARIOUS FORMS.

This theory is to the effect that the world is a necessary emanation out of the divine being. According to it God and the world are essentially
one, the latter being the phenomenal manifestation of the former. The idea of emanation is characteristic of all pantheistic theories, though it
is not always represented in the same way. Here, again, we may register several objections.

(a) This view of the origin of the world virtually denies the infinity and transcendence of God by applying to Him a principle of evolution,
of growth and progress, which characterizes only the finite and imperfect; and by identifying Him and the world. All visible objects
thus become but fleeting modifications of a self-existent, unconscious, and impersonal essence, which may be called God, Nature, or
the Absolute.

(b) It robs God of His sovereignty by denuding Him of His power of self-determination in relation to the world. He reduced to the
hidden ground from which the creatures necessarily emanate, and which determines their movement by an inflexible necessity of
nature. At the same time it deprives all rational creatures of their relative independence, o their freedom, and of their moral
character.

(c) Italso compromises the holiness of God in a very serious manner. It makes God responsible for all that happens in the world, for the
evil as well as for the good. This is, of course, a very serious consequence of the theory, from which Pantheists have never been able
to escape.

3. EfkEm.
THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION.

The theory of evolution is sometimes spoken of as if it could be a substitute for the doctrine of creation. But this is clearly a mistake. It
certainly cannot be a substitute for creation in the sense of absolute origination, since it presupposes something that evolves, and this must in
the last resort be either eternal or created, so that, after all, the evolutionist must choose between the theory of the eternity of matter and the
doctrine of creation. At best, it might conceivably serve as a substitute for what is called secondary creation, by which the substance already in
existence is given a definite form.
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Some evolutionists, as, for instance, Haeckel, believe in the eternity of matter, and ascribe the origin of life to spontaneous
generation. But belief in the eternity of matter is not only decidedly un-Christian and even atheistic; it is also generally discredited.
The idea that matter, with force as its universal and inseparable property, is quite sufficient for the explanation of the world, finds
little favor to-day in scientific circles. It is felt that a material universe, composed of finite parts (atoms, electrons, and so on) cannot
itself be infinite; and that that which is subject to constant change cannot be eternal. Moreover, it has become increasingly clear
that blind matter and force or energy cannot account for life and personality, for intelligence and free will. And the idea of
spontaneous generation is a pure hypothesis, not only unverified, but practically exploded. The general law of nature seems to be
“omni vivum e vivo” or “ex vivo.”

Other evolutionists advocate what they call theistic evolution. This postulates the existence of God back of the universe, who works
in it, as a rule according to the unalterable laws of nature and by physical forces only, but in some cases by direct miraculous
intervention, as, for instance, in the case of the absolute beginning, the beginning of life, and the beginning of rational and moral
existence. This has often been called derisively a “stop-gap” theory. It is really a child of embarrassment, which calls God in at
periodic intervals to help nature over the chasms that yawn at her feet. It is neither the Biblical doctrine of creation, nor a
consistent theory of evolution, for evolution is defined as “a series of gradual progressive changes effected by means of resident
forces” (Le Conte). In fact, theistic evolution is a contradiction in terms. It is just as destructive of faith in the Biblical doctrine of
creation as naturalistic evolution is; and by calling in the creative activity of God time and again it also nullifies the evolutionary
hypothesis. Besides these two views we may also mention Bergson’s Creative evolution, and C. Lloyd Morgan’s Emergent evolution.
The former is a vitalistic pantheist, whose theory involves the denial of the personality of God; and the latter in the end comes to the
conclusion that he cannot explain his so-called emergents without positing some ultimate factor which might be called “God.”



29

BEHRHIANE
IV. CREATION OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD
(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 141-149.)

A. B RfEES THE DOCTRINE OF ANGELS IN HISTORY

1. Bi#E, BHI#A. Early Church and Early Church Fathers.

There are clear evidences of belief in the existence of angels from the very beginning of the Christian era. Some of them were
regarded as good, and others as evil. The former were held in high esteem as personal beings of a lofty order, endowed with moral freedom,
engaged in the joyful service of God, and employed by God to minister to the welfare of men. According to some of the early Church Fathers
they had fine ethereal bodies. The general conviction was that all angels were created good, but that some abused their free dom and fell away
from God. Satan, who was originally an angel of eminent rank, was regarded as their head. The cause of his fall was found in pride and sinful
ambition, while the fall of his subordinates was ascribed to their lusting after the daughters of men. This view was based on what was then the
common interpretation of Gen. 6:2. Alongside of the general idea that the good angels ministered to the needs and welfare of believers, the
specific notion of guardian angels for individual churches and individual men was cherished by some. Calamities of various kinds, such as
sicknesses, accidents, and losses, were frequently ascribed to the baneful influence of evil spirits. The idea of a hierarchy of angels already
made its appearance (Clement of Alexandria), but it was not considered proper to worship any of the angels.

As time went on the angels continued to be regarded as blessed spirits, superior to men in knowledge, and free from the
encumbrance of gross material bodies. While some still ascribed to them fine ethereal bodies, there was an ever increasing uncertainty as to
whether they had any bodies at all. They who still clung to the idea that they were corporeal did this, so it seems, in the interest of the truth
that they were subject to spatial limitations.

2. RAEFI=MHEIX. Three Classes of Angels: Dionysius the Areopagite.

Dionysius the Areopagite divided the angels into three classes: the first class consisting of Thrones, Cherubim, and Seraphim; the
second, of Mights, Dominions, and Powers; and the third, of Principalities, Archangels, and Angels. The first class is represented as enjoying the
closest communion with God; the second, as being enlightened by the first; and the third, as being enlightened by the second. This
classification was adopted by several later writers.

3. BEHETT . Augustine.

Augustine stressed the fact that the good angels were rewarded for their obedience by the gift of perseverance, which carried with
it the assurance that they would never fall. Pride was still regarded as the cause of Satan’s fall, but the idea that the rest of the angels fell as
the result of their lusting after the daughters of men, though still held by some, was gradually disappearing under the influence of a better
exegesis of Gen. 6:2. A beneficent influence was ascribed to the unfallen angels, while the fallen angels were regarded as corrupting the hearts
of men, as stimulating to heresy, and as engendering diseases and calamities.

4, ZJKHEEiE. The Council of Laodicea.
The polytheistic tendencies of many of the converts to Christianity fostered an inclination to worship the angels. Such worship was
formally condemned by a council which convened at Laodicea in the fourth century.

5. . The Middle Ages.
During the Middle Ages there were still a few who were inclined to assume that the angels have ethereal bodies, but the prevailing
opinion was that they were incorporeal. The angelic appearances were explained by assuming that in such cases angels adopted temporal
bodily forms for revelational purposes.

6. #PtFEF. Scholasticism.

Several points were in debate among the Scholastics. As to the time of the creation of the angels the prevailing opinion was that
they were created at the same time as the material universe. While some held that the angels were created in the state of grace, the more
common opinion was that they were created in a state of natural perfection only. There was little difference of opinion resp ecting the question,
whether angels can be said to be in a place. The common answer to this question was affirmative, though it was pointed out that their
presence in space is not circumscriptive but definitive, since only bodies can be in space circumscriptively.

7. KPiFEFE: MEZFFHIMAAIRFEFE . Scholastics: Thomists and Scotists.
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While all the Scholastics agreed that the knowledge of the angels is limited, the Thomists and Scotists differed considerably
respecting the nature of this knowledge. It was admitted by all that the angels received infused knowledge at the time of their creation, but
Thomas Aquinas denied, while Duns Scotus affirmed, that they could acquire new knowledge through their own intellectual activity. The
former held that the knowledge of the angels is purely intuitive, but the latter asserted that it may also be discursive. The idea of guardian
angels found considerably favor during the MiddleAges.

8. SEFIE: B{EBLINE L. Reformation: Luther and Calvin.
The period of the Reformation brought nothing new respecting the doctrine of the angels. Both Luther and Calvin had a vivid
conception of their ministry, and particularly of the presence and power of Satan. The latter stresses the fact that he is under divine control,
and that, while he is sometimes the instrument of God, he can only work within prescribed limits.

9.  HEBHHMMES . Protestant Theology: Zanchius and Grotius.

Protestant theologians generally regarded the angels as pure spiritual beings, though Zanchius and Grotius still speak of them as
having ethereal bodies. As to the work of the good angels the general opinion was that it is their special task to minister to the heirs of
salvation. There was no general agreement, however, respecting the existence of guardian angels. Some favored this view, others opposed it,
and still others refused to commit themselves on this point.

10.  (HLFIEE(EH4) . Belgic Confession.

Our Belgic Confession says in Article XII, which deals with creation:”He also created the angels good, to be His messengers and to
serve His elect: some of whom are fallen from that excellency, in which God created them, into everlasting perdition; and the others have, by
the grace of God, remained steadfast, and continued in their primitive state. The devils and evil spirits are so depraved that they are enemies
of God and every good thing to the utmost of their power, as murderers watching to ruin the Church and every member thereof, and by their
wicked strategems to destroy all; and are therefore, by their own wickedness, adjudged to eternal damnation, daily expecting their horrible
torments.”

11, REFHFLEZ L ZE 4, Roman Catholic and Protestant Theologians up to present time.
Up to the present time Roman Catholics generally regarded the angels as pure spirits, while some Protestants, such as Emmons,
Ebrard, Kurtz, Delitzsch, and others, still ascribe to them some special kind of bodies. But even the great majority of the latter take the opposite

view.

12. Swedenborg.
Swedenborg holds that all angels were originally men and exist in bodily form. Their position in the angelic world depends on their
life in this world.

13. |+ /\tH 5 FM: 38, 18" Century Rationalism.
Eighteenth century Rationalism boldly denied the existence of angels and explained what the Bible teaches about them as a species
of accommodation.

14. B EHHIRAE: . Modern Liberal Theology.
Some modern liberal theologians consider it worthwhile to retain the fundamental idea expressed in the doctrine of the angels. They
find in it a symbolic representation of the protecting care and helpfulness of God.

B. R{FMIFETE THE EXISTENCE OF ANGELS

1. From Persia? Or Persian Concepts from the Jews?
All religions recognize the existence of a spiritual world. Their mythologies speak of gods, half-gods, spirits, demons, genii, heroes,
and so on. It was especially among the Persians that the doctrine of the angels was developed, and many critical scholars assert that the Jews
derived their angelology from the Persians. But this is an unproved and, to say the least, very doubtful theory. It certainly cannot be
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harmonized with the Word of God, in which angels appear from the very beginning. Moreover, some great scholars, who made special study
of the subject, came to the conclusion that the Persian angelology was derived from that current among the Hebrews.

2. Angelsin Christianity.
The Christian Church has always believed in the existence of angels, but in modern liberal theology this belief imprints upon us “the

m

living power of God in the history of redemption, His providentia specialissima for His people, especially for the ‘little ones.””(Foster, Christianity

in Its Modern Expression, p. 114.) Though such men as Leibnitz and Wolff, Kant and Schleiermacher, admitted the possibility of the existence of
an angelic world, and some of them even tried to prove this by rational argumentation, it is quite evident that philosophy can neither prove nor
disprove the existence of angels. From philosophy, therefore, we turn to Scripture, which makes no deliberate attempt to prove the existence
of angels, but assumes this throughout, and in its historical books repeatedly shows us the angels in action. No one who bows before the
authority of the Word of God can doubt the existence of angels.

C. RAHAEIAE THE NATURE OF ANGELS
Under this heading several points call for consideration.
1. R EFER, LY ERFE. InDistinction from God They Are Created Beings.
The creation of the angels has sometimes been denied, but is clearly taught in Scripture. It is not certain that those passages which speak of the

creation of the host of heaven (Gen. 2:1; Ps. 33:6; Neh. 9:6) refer to the creation of the angels rather than to the creation of the starry host; but
Ps. 148:2, 5, and Col. 1:16 clearly speak of the creation of the angels (comp. | Kings 22:19; Ps. 103:20, 21).

£l Gen. 2:1

K B W) G T .
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.

¥ Ps. 33:6

R HIS R HE ) i G s B RO AR DR R ST K .

By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
Jé Neh. 9:6

R, MBI EIME! KE T RMREMK, R EWNESR, MM EEY, WA T AN, E—
Y1 # & AR BT AR A . R B Al R R AR .

You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and
all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.

5% Ps.148:2,3

(R Ul S (A (LN (< S (I
HEE A=, RMZEHEAM ! BOLM R TE, IRAM AR 2 58 i

Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his heavenly hosts. Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars.

7§ Col. 1:16

HramEAHEEMER, MAAREN, s LW BRERK, FARERLKN: BEAFMLK, WM, A
W, EHER, - MEEEEMEN, XEHMEN.

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all
things were created by him and for him.

F I IKings 22:19
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FZOMERR . PR PR EE ORI HE R GE Y RE NLOHE ORI HE AR FE R b, R BB HE R L EAL A A .
Micaiah continued, "Therefore hear the word of the LORD: | saw the LORD sitting on his throne with all the host of heaven standing
around him on his right and on his left.

&% Ps. 103:20, 21

PR Ah Ay & . BAEfh B R . A KBEM RAE, #BERE AH I A3

PR Ah Ay & . BAEML B R . A KBEM RAE, #B 2 RE AH I A3

20 Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his word. 21 Praise the LORD, all his heavenly
hosts, you his servants who do his will.

The time of their creation cannot be fixed definitely. The opinion of some, based on Job 38:7, that they were created before all other things,
really finds no support in Scripture.

1f1 Job 38:7

M, RE -FME\; AR T EAMETE.

while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?

As far as we know, no creative work preceded the creation of heaven and earth. The passage in the book of Job (38:7) teaches, indeed, in a
poetic vein that they were present at the founding of the world just as the stars were, but not that they existed before the primary creation of
heaven and earth. The idea that the creation of the heavens was completed on the first day, and that the creation of the angels was simply a
part of the day’s work, is also an unproved assumption, though the fact that the statement in Gen. 1:2 applies to the earth only would seem to

favor it.
fil Gen. 1:2
& RV, W T R IR B E AT R OK T b

Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the
waters.

Possibly the creation of the heavens was not completed in a single moment any more than that of the earth. The only safe statement seems to
be that they were created before the seventh day. This at least follows from such passages as Gen. 2:1; Ex. 20:11; Job 38:7; Neh. 9:6.

£l Gen. 2:1

o E T

Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.

H Ex. 20:11

Wz NHZWN, B mEE R, ., &, MEPR&EY, B5LHME%2E, JrbOHE R 5 54
ez EH, E&/EH.

For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

{H Job 38:7

AMEE, RE KGR0 T 0 AEEE,

while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?

J& Neh. 9:6
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R, B LHME! FKETRKRMRKEMK, R EWESR, Mt EEY, WANEFP AN, E—
I #B R AR i OR A7 1 . R EE AR AL FE AR .

You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and
all thatis in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.

2. RERZBEWAEEY, WATZER. They Are Spiritual and Incorporeal Beings.

This has always been disputed. The Jews and many of the early Church Fathers scribed to them airy or fiery bodies; but the Church
of the Middle Ages came to the conclusion that they are pure spiritual beings. Yet even after that some Roman Catholic, Arminian, and even
Lutheran and Reformed theologians ascribed to them a certain corporeity, most subtle and pure. They regarded the idea of a purely spiritual
and incorporeal nature as metaphysically inconceivable, and also as incompatible with the conception of a creature. They also appealed to the
fact that the angels are subject to spatial limitations, move about from place to place, and were sometimes seen by men. But all these
arguments are more than counter-balanced by the explicit statements of Scripture to the effect that the angels are pneumata, Matt. 8:16;
12:45; Luke 7:21; 8:2; 11:26; Acts 19:12; Eph. 6:12; Heb. 1:14.

K Matt. 8:16

FrmE, AANBESZH AN RIS KREA, A H - FE T RAED £, IEH
w7 UAEBRBA

When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed
all the sick.

K Matt. 12:45

MEDH LML E BN RAR, WEEMFEAEBM. BANRKRNF I LT EARLF
T 3B AR A AW B A

Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that
man is worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation."

#% Luke 7:21

s BE i, HREE FF2ARMKN, ZXBK, BB RMEFR, R ML &R T
fEAE H .

At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind.

#% Luke 8:2

AHEERIM . WRHMRA, CE&BEFRNEMEE X, NPTEMAEKRKLWSENE, &4
QR 9774 (L= g wy < v

and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had
come out;

#% Luke 11:26

EEnm Mk EEM AR, WEEXMEAEBM. BAKRREKKN R I LEA LT
T

Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man
is worse than the first."

fE Acts 19:12
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EAHEANRARES LETFNIHBEBRRAERAST L, BT, BEREEET.
so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil
spirits left them.

# Eph. 6:12

LR AM N A /2 B A P R ORI, FHED , S REIBEHEN. EEMN. B
B s A, MU ARRTEE RN E PR

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

2 Heb. 1:14

EEAMZRANE. &EE AWK ERZHEBANRNE?

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?
They have no flesh and bone, Luke 24:39, do not marry, Matt. 22:30, can be present in great numbers in a very limited space, Luke 8:30, and are
invisible, Col. 1:16.

#% Luke 24:39

WM ERMF, ROMN, tmEEELRT. RREFF! AEFEN, KME, RZ2FH
i

Look at my hands and my feet. It is | myself ! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see | have."

K Matt. 22:30

HAEBENR®R, ABARBAE, HBRRKERMEHE 5.

At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.

#% Luke 8:30

fik P AR . PR A M EE? MR RAMB, BERNAMZMLNRL .

Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" "Legion," he replied, because many demons had gone into him.

1 Col. 1:16

WAaEARLEMERN, Kma2REWM, MER: BERK, AGEFRK.: BEAM
., EwRE, REK, EEMR, BMERBESMEN, XE2AMBERK.

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or
authorities; all things were created by him and for him.

Such passages as Ps. 104:4 (comp. Heb. 1:7); Matt. 22:30; and | Cor. 11:10 do not prove the corporeity of angels.

& Ps. 104:4

AR & A8 3, LR R AR

He makes winds his messengers, flames of fire his servants.

& Heb. 1:7
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BIAEE, SCER: b LUE R fEE L LUK R AR

In speaking of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, his servants flames of fire."

K Matt. 22:30

HAAWEORER, NBARBAK, THHERLEHMEE K.

At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.

HKHT 1 Cor. 11:10

DO, 2 N A& R AE I & b, I8 5 AR B B AT I BE W I RC O .

For this reason, and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a sign of authority on her head.

Neither is this proved by the symbolical descriptions of the angels in the prophecy of Ezekiel and in the book of Revelation, nor by their
appearance in bodily forms, though it is difficult to say, whether the bodies which they assumed on certain occasions were real or only
apparent. It is clear, however, that they are creatures and therefore finite and limited, though they stand in a freer relation to time and space
than man. We cannot ascribe to them an ubi repletivum, nor an ubi circumscriptivum, but only an ubi definitivum. They cannot be in two or
more places simultaneously.

3. RfFRAEENE, WEM, SHRAA Y. They Are Rational, Moral, and Immortal Beings.
This means that they are personal beings endowed with intelligence and will. The fact that they are intelligent beings would seem to follow at
once from the fact that they are spirits; but it is also taught explicitly in Scripture, Il Sam. 14:20; Matt. 24:36; Eph. 3:10; | Pet. 1:12; Il Pet. 2:11.

T 11 Sam. 14:20

EREANGTWILT, HEHEEFHF. REMHEZMD wHEEOEE, ot L —1U
Ho

Your servant Joab did this to change the present situation. My lord has wisdom like that of an angel of God--he knows everything
that happens in the land."

K Matt. 24:36

MHT, BR R, BRAANRE, R EMMEEBAME, 70 MIE, 8 HIE.

"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

3t Eph. 3:10

FEREZBGMER LB, EER, HAESMM O RKE .
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly realms,

B HIT | Peter 1:12

S 7R, MIEMRMEE (RXERE) - F, AZ2HAD, JIEHKEM.
M EE e R bR B AR AR M RN, BRSO A IR R R A
HEBYEFE,

It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you
by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.

Wit% 11 Pet. 2:11
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MR R, SR ERERE R, BA BN T T & b
yet even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not bring slanderous accusations against such beings in the
presence of the Lord.

While not omniscient, they are superior to men in knowledge, Matt. 24:36.

K Matt. 24:36

MHT, MR, BRAANFME, ERENMEEEAME, T 0 AMIE, HHHIE.

"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

Moreover, they are possessed of moral natures, and as such are under moral obligation; they are rewarded for obedience, and are punished for
disobedience. The Bible speaks of the angels which remained loyal as “holy angels,” Matt. 25:31; Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26; Acts 10:22; Rev. 14:10;
and pictures those who fell away as lying and sinning, John 8:44; | John 3:8-10.

K Matt. 25:31

BON T M SO AR L ) R OK B BR A RE R, B AR AR A SRR 10 R R .

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.

T Mark 8:38

NEGBEILFEOHEAL, BRNEOEEFETRY, NTAEMRKKRE®R, [[2ERMER
B0 WRE f, EAE OB ON AR AT HE .

If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he
comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels."

#% Luke 9:26

NAEEAMIEHEEETIN, ANTEBACHKREMAE, I KM R A KSR EE KR
foc, AR N CE AE AT .

If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of
the Father and of the holy angels.

i€ Acts 10:22

fMa: ARRARBALMAEN, M, HPWRKBEBPTHHR. MR -LERMEHR, M
fib 5 IR B M KA X, BE R RS

The men replied, "We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and God-fearing man, who is respected by all the
Jewish people. A holy angel told him to have you come to his house so that he could hear what you have to say."

1% Rev. 14:10

BN s B A OKS RE  BE BAE M AR R A AN . Ml B AR B ORGSR T,
FE KB BE f 2 Th Z  E .

he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with
burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb.

#] John 8:44
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PRAM 2 S R AT B S BE R, AR M A D R RE IR M e AT . Ml R R R AR NI, AN OB,
Pl #E R R . b2 A B AREZRTEK, BEMRKZ ABRL.

You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not
holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

#)% | John 3:8-10

LM EBER, WHAEREE ML, MR FERIH AR, &R IBERNIES.
PR, AT, FME (R SC/ERE ) FAaEMO R, i AREILIE, B &M

fh A
MU BFHEEZMNO AR L, - EREBERANE L. LATERBRABEMN, REH LK ER
i,

8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God
appeared was to destroy the devil's work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he
cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children
of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.

The good angels are also immortal in the sense that they are not subject to death. In that respect the saints in heaven are said to be like them,
Luke 20:35, 36.

% Luke 20:35, 36

ME A B B A OR H A, BE A 0 AR E R ON A B A K
MALMT A RE I, MR — 4k BMEREEMA, AWML T .
35 But those who are considered worthy of taking part in that age and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be

given in marriage, 36 and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God's children, since they are children of the
resurrection.

In addition to all this, great power is ascribed to them. They form the army of God, a host of mighty heroes, always ready to do the Lord’s
bidding, Ps. 103:20; Col. 1:16; Eph. 1:21; 3:10; Heb. 1:14; and the evil angels form the army of Satan, bent on destroying the work of the Lord,
Luke 11:21; Il Thess. 2:9; | Pet. 5:8.

&% Ps. 103:20

PeAl ar A AL B B A RBER R, R A B A %
Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his word.
74 Col. 1:16

WAaEABLEMERN, BmaREWM, MER: BERK, AGF R BEAM
M, ERE, REK, ZEMR, BMERBESMEN, XE2AMBERK.

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or
authorities; all things were created by him and for him.

3t Eph. 1:21

- IRE. EER. AR, EWRKN, MU HA AR, AHEHES K, 38
o th #E O E 1

far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one
to come.

3% Eph. 3:10
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REREEHGHER LB, BER, RAESMME RN X,
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly realms,

% Heb. 1:14

RAEE AR RN E . FEER/PHEARZBEK AN E?

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?

#% Luke 11:21

At R, B A CKEE, A KT % EE,

"When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe.

H54% 1l Thess. 2:9

A, R RS AT S e, EAML, EA K E A RM, mE RN A%
2.

The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and
wonders,

M HT 1 Pet. 5:8

AN, M. HAKRMOAEER, mEAMMKE T, BiiET, SERATELRHA.

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.

4, HERAMAEIER, HUEAER. They Are Partly Good and Partly Evil.

The Bible furnishes very little information respecting the original state of the angels. We read, however, that at the end of His creative
work God saw everything that He had made and, behold, it was very good. Moreover, John 8:44; |l Pet. 2:4; and Jude 6 presupposes an original
good condition of all angels. The good angels are called elect angels in | Tim. 5:21. They evidently received, in addition to the grace with which

all angels were endowed, and which was sufficient to enable them to retain their position, a special grace of perseverance, by which they were
confirmed in their position. There has been a great deal of useless speculation about the time and character of the fall of the angels. Protestant
theology, however, was generally satisfied with the knowledge that the good angels retained their original state, were confirmed in their
position, and are now incapable of sinning. They are not only called holy angels, but also angels of light, Il Cor. 11:14. They always behold the
face of God, Matt. 18:10, are our exemplars in doing the will of God, Matt. 6:10, and possess immortal life, Luke 20:36.

#] John 8:44

PRAM R R AR AT B S BE R, AR M AR AL RE AR M I AT . AR R RN, A HE B,
lﬁﬁ/b\@ﬁﬁﬁﬁo ’fﬂ_j.u ;KZE%'EHBAQEA lﬁﬂi‘ﬂémﬁmﬁﬁ ‘H_j»/_E, EWILZ}\E@X

You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not
holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

4% 1l Pet. 2:4

MAERMEN TR, MERARTE, GEMMEAMM, SAEBBEI D, FMHKEH.

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;

H Jude 1:6
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And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home--these he has kept in darkness, bound
with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.

PRI 1 Tim. 5:21
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| charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do
nothing out of favoritism.

4% 1l Cor. 11:14
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And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.

K Matt. 18:10
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"See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For | tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my
Father in heaven.

K Matt. 6:10

FRAR B B B B s BHAR I B BT A B, WRATER B

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

#% Luke 20:36

P &y b AP AN BE 26, MR AE — Ak, BEREWHEMA, SAMNRT.

and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God's children, since they are children of the resurrection.

D. RAFH H B4, THE NUMBER AND ORGANIZATION OF ANGELS
1. RfEMZFEH. Their Number.

The Bible contains no definite information respecting the number of the angels, but indicates very clearly that they constitute a
mighty army. They are repeatedly called the host of heaven or of God, and this term itself already points to a goodly number. In Deut. 33:2 we
read that "Jehovah came from Sinai . . . from the ten thousands of holy ones," and in Ps. 68:17 the poet sings, "The chariots of God are twenty
thousand, even thousands upon thousands: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the sanctuary." In reply to the question of Jesus addressed to
an unclean spirit, the answer was, "my name is legion; for we are many," Mark 5:9,15. The Roman legion was not always the same, but varied

at different times all the way from 3000 to 6000. In Gethsemane Jesus said to the band that came to take him captive, "Or thinkest thou that |
cannot beseech my Father, and He shall even now send me more than twelve legions of angels?" Matt. 26:53. And, finally, we read in Rev. 5:11,
"And | saw, and | heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was
ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands." In view of all these data it is perfectly safe to say that the angels constitute an
innumerable company, a mighty host. They do not form an organism like mankind, for they are spirits, which do not marry and are not born the
one out of the other. Their full number was created in the beginning; there has been no increase in their ranks.

i Deut. 33:2
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He said: "The LORD came from Sinai and dawned over them from Seir; he shone forth from Mount Paran. He came with myriads of
holy ones from the south, from his mountain slopes.

&% Ps. 68:17

M EEREER T, EAEEL D, FEEEE L K.

The chariots of God are tens of thousands and thousands of thousands; the Lord [has come] from Sinai into his sanctuary.

] Mark 5:9, 15

HR Sk Al AR . R A% nd LB 2 Il gl A MR, B &AM 2 &
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9 Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" "My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are many."

15 When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his
right mind; and they were afraid.

K Matt. 26:53

R, RARKRBIHAELREZE T B2 RMERE?

Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?

1% Rev. 5:11
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&

Then | looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.
They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.

2. REEFMZEHL. Their Orders.

Though the angels do not constitute an organism, they are evidently organized in some way. This follows from the fact that,
alongside of the general name "angel," the Bible uses certain specific names to indicate different classes of angels. The name "angel," by which
we designate the higher spirits generally, is not a nomen naturae in Scripture, but a nomen officii. The Hebrew word mal‘ak simply means
messenger, and serves to designate one sent by men, Job 1:14; | Sam. 11:3, or by God, Hag. 1:13; Mal. 2:7; 3:1. The Greek term aggelos is also

frequently applied to men, Matt. 11:10; Mark 1:2; Luke 7:24; 9:51; Gal. 4:14. There is no general distinctive name for all spiritual beings in
Scripture. They are called sons of God, Job 1:6; 2:1; Ps. 29:1; 89:6, spirits, Heb. 1:14, saints, Ps. 89:5,7; Zech. 14:5; Dan. 8:13, watchers, Dan.
4:13,17,24. There are several specific names, however, which point to different classes of angels.

{H Job 1:14

WEMARRBSME, . FEML, BAESEGE,

a messenger came to Job and said, "The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby,

ek 1sam. 11:3

MHMEZHMHS: KETAERMEHE, FERMITBFAEULCIK2E L HRAEANK
AT, BT L A BRI R
The elders of Jabesh said to him, "Give us seven days so we can send messengers throughout Israel; if no one comes to rescue us,
we will surrender to you."

o
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" Hag. 1:13

ANEE B oy 2 2R MR E 2 B W M. HROMD R . IROELAR R AE .

Then Haggai, the LORD's messenger, gave this message of the LORD to the people: "I am with you," declares the LORD.

35 Mal. 2:7

SCE) MO WE LR fF A, AR A O b s Rk, N & Ak 2 R 2 S
"For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, and from his mouth men should seek instruction--because he is the
messenger of the LORD Almighty.

75 Mal. 3:1

B R OR R . 3R OEE R B IR AE R RO OTH M E B . AR S ORI 3 BRI A b
B, LA E, EMMT MR, RERIH.

"See, | will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his
temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty.

K Matt. 11:10

bRC R . 3RO E B M E AR IR AT THE M E B, P RR A 2 a8 N

This is the one about whom it is written: " ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.'

W] Mark 1:2

EmEmUED (A MU D =y FLaLFER: FW, REZERNOME LK
AT, YR M E B

It is written in Isaiah the prophet: "I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way"--

% Luke 7:24

M ERKANBRRET, BEMRESEANEmO@mR: ML X3 my, 2EFLE
We ? EH JE WE) ) E EE?

After John's messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed
swayed by the wind?

#% Luke 9:51

HR @k 4% L JF B9 B 3R 20, A B € i ER B R4 X%

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.

in Gal. 4:14

ARG MEHR 2R, RAEER, A RER, KEZEFR, WO KL,
LUETIR =l

Even though my iliness was a trial to you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if | were an
angel of God, as if | were Christ Jesus himself.

19 Job 1:6
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One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them.

1 Job 2:1

fH— X, P AR F AR AR S 7R BE R HE AT, MCE R AR 7R H

On another day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them to present himself before
him.

i Ps. 29:1

KRB RR . ) MR R W, ORI R SO . RE R AR T 2, I A TR A 2 )

Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

#F Ps. 89:6

FE R 2% Ak BE B OHR AT HE MR 2 0P R AR 1 oh, AR RE AR CHE RN HE MR 2

For who in the skies above can compare with the LORD? Who is like the LORD among the heavenly beings?

# Heb. 1:14

RAE A HR R A0 B A R A IR B R 2 BB N R B

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?
& Ps. 89:5,7

HEAm #E ), o8 R EM MK T H;, AEENEF, ZEMBKRKET.

The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones.

od Zech. 14:5

PR EE A 3l i A b BB, A L A B R pE . RAM B B, B OR S U HE AR
N R R — Bk, HRAI IR M BEER, A — VIR E k.

You will flee by my mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king
of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.

{H Dan. 8:13

WHRA — LB HFBGE, A — A5 BB R 8 . 18 B W R R 2R AT B
BRI, S ErEER (B DOIRE) BRI RR, ER AR AR
Then | heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, "How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled--the vision
concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host that will be
trampled underfoot?"

{H Dan. 4:13, 17, 24

AR KPR RE, BA A5 20 EF R E.
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S A T O G IUNGE - B
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13 "In the visions | saw while lying in my bed, | looked, and there before me was a messenger, a holy one, coming down from

heaven. 17 " 'The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the verdict, so that the living may know that the

Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over them the lowliest of men.' 24
"This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most High has issued against my lord the king:
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a. JE#H. Cherubim.

Cherubim are repeatedly mentioned in Scripture. They guard the entrance of paradise, Gen. 3:24, gaze upon the mercy seat, Ex.
25:18; Ps. 80:1; 99:1; Isa. 37:16; Heb. 9:5, and constitute the chariot on which God descends to the earth, Il Sam. 22:11; Ps. 18:10. In Ezek. 1 and
Rev. 4 they are represented as living beings in various forms. These symbolical representations simply serve to bring out their extraordinary

power and majesty. More than other creatures they were destined to reveal the power, the majesty, and the glory of God, and to guard His
holiness in the garden of Eden, in tabernacle and temple, and in the descent of God to the earth.

£ Gen. 3:24

AT R 2 T NE R R R R B 2 % AR B 0 R DY R Eh R K mk @, AR T AR
T 8 B

After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth
to guard the way to the tree of life.

H Ex. 25:18

B oy o W R 2k B (R R, AR i RO K B .

And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover.
7 Ps. 80:1

(HEEMR, THAR. HAFINAGHL. ) SANBTWHEEHZUEI KA HFB, X
PROBE G HE L AR TR B B, SRR G O k!

Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock; you who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth

¥ Ps. 99:1

HOOAD 2 /R £ & RO BOE ! A 4E R fn b, HOE BE .

The LORD reigns, let the nations tremble; he sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake.

# Isa. 37:16

AAAE B B R E M E-DL A M, R—MEARZERTEBKN M, RE A
&R,

"O LORD Almighty, God of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You have
made heaven and earth.

& Heb. 9:5

it LA RBEEBRMAMEREZRR (O B . S8MFRIAEANE - — Ml
Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail
now.

R nsam. 22:11

fib A I B H AT, AR R @ B B BB

He mounted the cherubim and flew; he soared on the wings of the wind.

& Ps. 18:10
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He mounted the cherubim and flew; he soared on the wings of the wind.

4EE— (PEM8) Ezek. chapter 1 (omitted)
REEPUEE (PEMS) Revelation chapter 4 (omitted)

b. fididE. Seraphim.

A related class of angels are the Seraphim, mentioned only in Isa. 6:2,6. They are also symbolically represented in human form, but
with six wings, two covering the face, two the feet, and two for the speedy execution of the Lord's commandments. In distinction from the
Cherubim, they stand as servants round about the throne of the heavenly King, sing His praises, and are ever ready to do His bidding. While the
Cherubim are the mighty ones, they might be called the nobles among the angels. While the former guard the holiness of God, they serve the
purpose of reconciliation, and thus prepare men for the proper approach to God.

% I5a. 6:2,6

H BB, &AW BB AN e, oA R, B R A
AR WA, FHREZFLR, SHKITRE LT KK,

2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with
two they were flying. 6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.

c. () HERER), BALKI, 4. Principalities, Powers, Thrones, and Dominions.

In addition to the preceding the Bible speaks of certain classes of angels, which occupy places of authority in the angelic world, as
archai and exousiai (principalities and powers), Eph. 3:10; Col. 2:10, thronoi (thrones), Col. 1:16, kureotetoi (dominions), Eph. 1:21; Col. 1:16,
and dunameis (powers), Eph. 1:21; | Pet. 3:22. These appellations do not point to different kinds of angels, but simply to differences of rank or
dignity among them.

i Eph. 3:10

MERBERGMER ERBRN. EHEN, RAESMME R Z.
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly realms,

1§ Col. 2:10

RMAEMAEDths 7 S /&. h2SHRABEREFWITE

and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.

7§ Col. 1:16

WAaEABLEMERN, Kma2REWM, MER: BERK, AREF RN BEAM
M, E\E, REK, XEMR, BMERBEZMEN, XE2R/MMERK.

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or
authorities; all things were created by him and for him.

3t Eph. 1:21
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far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one
to come.

1A | Pet. 3:22

kO EENRE, MM AE, RREMAENG, WA D0, IR T M.

who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand--with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

d.  JInfA%ELK . Gabriel and Michael.

In distinction from all the other angels, these two are mentioned by name. Gabriel appears in Dan. 8:16; 9:21; Luke 1:19,26. The great majority

of commentators regard him as a created angel, but some of these deny that the name Gabriel is a proper name and look upon it as common
noun, meaning man of God, a synonym for angel. But this is an untenable position. Some earlier and later commentators see in him an
uncreated being, some even suggesting that he might be the third person of the Holy Trinity, while Michael was the second. But a simple
reading of the passages in question shows the impossibility of this interpretation. He may be one of the seven angels that are said to stand
before God in Rev. 8:2 (comp. Luke 1:19). It seems to have been his special task to mediate and interpret divine revelations. The name Michael
(lit., "who as God?") has been interpreted as a designation of the second person of the Trinity. But this is no more tenable than the
identification of Gabriel with the Holy Spirit. Michael is mentioned in Dan. 10:13,21; Jude 9; Rev. 12:7. From the fact that he is called "the
archangel" in Jude 9, and from the expression used in Rev. 12:7, it would seem that he occupies an important place among the angels. The

passages in Daniel also point to the fact that he is a prince among them. We see in him the valiant warrior fighting the battles of Jehovah
against the enemies of Israel and against the evil powers in the spirit world. It is not impossible that the title "archangel" also applies to Gabriel
and a few other angels.

{H Dan. 8:16

WXIER SHM MW AE A NBEFMER: masm, ZMEEANAERR,

And | heard a man's voice from the Ulai calling, "Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision."

{H Dan. 9:21

WL MR, oAl £ R R PP B o g, F o R TR sk, &Y AR R R SRR I
e, FAERS L.

while | was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man | had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening
sacrifice.

#% Luke 1:19, 26

fiml e RERWBAEMBDAKMES, FEMARHIRBREE, FEFREERSBIR.
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The angel answered, "I am Gabiriel. | stand in the presence of God, and | have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good
news. 26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee,

1% Rev. 8:2

LA T uli 72 hom AT 8 Bz RAE, A BB A Ak .

And | saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets.

{H Dan. 10:13, 21
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13 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me,

because | was detained there with the king of Persia. 21 but first | will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. (No one supports
me against them except Michael, your prince.

8 Jude 1:9

RAARK W {2 BEVEH b o R FRMORMR, MEABHARFEWFEREEM, A&l &=
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But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous
accusation against him, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!"

&

1% Rev. 12:7
R EELA T R oK B [E fh o R B EE P EK, BE R M £ PR
And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back.
E.  R{fifJ Z THE SERVICE OF THE ANGELS
We can distinguish between an ordinary and an extraordinary service of the angels.

1. flff—f&IZEZE . Their Ordinary Service.

This consists first of all in their praising God day and night, Job 38:7; Isa. 6; Ps. 103:20; 148:2; Rev. 5:11.

{H Job 38:7

A, R MO 0B T A O

while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?
FHENTE (JEHE) Isa. chapter 6 (omitted)

#¥ Ps. 103:20

Bt A ar & REMEE. A KB RM, & 2 M A %

Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his word.

#¥ Ps. 148:2

(LS el A S (A (LD (- S S

Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his heavenly hosts.

7% Rev. 5:11
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&

Then | looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.
They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.
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Scripture gives the impression that they do this audibly, as at the birth of Christ, though we can form no conception of this speaking
and singing of the angels. Since the entrance of sin into the world they are sent forth to minister to them that are heirs of salvation, Heb. 1:14.

& Heb. 1:14

RAEE AR MM E . FEERTPHEARZBEKN NI E?

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?

They rejoice at the conversion of a sinner, Luke 15:10, watch over believers, Ps. 34:7; 91:11, protect the little ones, Matt. 18:10, are present in
the Church, | Cor. 11:10; | Tim. 5:21, learning from her the manifold riches of the grace of God, Eph. 3:10; | Pet. 1:12, and convey believers into
the bosom of Abraham, Luke 16:22.

#% Luke 15:10

AR, —EITEANRS, ENNEE AR EER A EE .

In the same way, | tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."”
&F Ps. 34:7

HE A2 (1 i 5 5 R Al N DU B = s, 1R Rk .

The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them.

55 Ps.91:11

DAl At B AR Wy Al A S, AR R AT I — D)3 B b R AR .

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways;

K Matt. 18:10

A ZE AL, AWMEEE D TAK [ REFEM MM EELERLEL, HFRERK
frm. (A5EEBAEKEA

"See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For | tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my
Father in heaven.

HRHT 1 Cor. 11:10

ESNT: AP QNS IS OO 3 P A B B e S T T A

For this reason, and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a sign of authority on her head.

PR 1 Tim. 5:21

A AN KR B HR SR A 5 PR S B0 K o AT VR W AR . EM T E LR, AWMAERR, THEHA
A L o

| charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do
nothing out of favoritism

3t Eph. 3:10

FEFEZHGHER BN, EHER, REFSMMH A RO Z.

His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly realms,
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I HT 1 Pet. 1:12

fl M5 7RO, mIEM M (RXERE) M —-DFH, AZ2HA D, JIEHEM.
MEEZ PR b2 A BB M T AR, B IS SRR AR R B R A
HEEBLE.

It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you
by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.

#% Luke 16:22

AW GRMI T, ERMES ZRAAR AL FOEML. MEBLT, WHHEE T

"The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried.

The idea that some of them serve as guardians of individual believers finds no support in Scripture. The statement in Matt. 18:10 is too general
to prove the point, though it seems to indicate that there is a group of angels who are particularly charged with the care of the little ones.
Neither is it proved by Acts 12:15, for this passage merely goes to show that there were some even among the disciples of that early day who
believed in guardian angels.

K Matt. 18:10

A ZE AN, AW EEE DAY [ REFEM, MM EEERLE, HFRERK
frm. (AHGAEKEA

"See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For | tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my
Father in heaven.

€ Acts 12:15

A R e AR R TN AE LohR B ER . EoR AR Al AR 2 2 AR R

"You're out of your mind," they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, "It must be his angel."

2. MM¥FEERIEEZE . Their Extraordinary Service.

The extraordinary service of the angels was made necessary by the fall of man, and forms an important element in the special
revelation of God. They often mediate the special revelations of God, communicate blessings to His people, and execute judgment upon His
enemies. Their activity is most prominent in the great turning points of the economy of salvation, as in the days of the patriarchs, the time of
the lawgiving, the period of the exile and of the restoration, and at the birth, the resurrection, and the ascension of the Lord. When the period
of God's special revelation closed, the extraordinary service of the angels ceased, to be resumed only at the return of the Lord.

F. B[R THE EVIL ANGELS
1. APV, Their Origin.

Besides the good there also are evil angels, who delight in opposing God and antagonizing His work. Though they are also creatures
of God, they were not created as evil angels. God saw everything that He had created, and it was very good, Gen. 1:31. There are two passages
in Scripture which clearly imply that some of the angels did not retain their original position, but fell from the state in w hich they were created,
Il Pet. 2:4; Jude 6. The special sin of these angels is not revealed, but has generally been thought to consist in this: that they exalted thems elves
over against God, and aspired to supreme authority. If this ambition played an important part in the life of Satan and led to his downfall, it
would at once explain why he tempted man on this particular point, and sought to lure him to his destruction by appealing to a possible similar
ambition in man. Some of the early Church Fathers distinguished between Satan and the subordinate devils in explaining the cause of their fall.
That of the fall of Satan was found in pride, but that of the more general fall in the angelic world, in fleshly lust, Gen. 6:2. That interpretation of
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Gen. 6:2 was gradually discarded, however, during the Middle Ages. In view of this it is rather surprising to find that several modern
commentators are reiterating the idea in their interpretation of Il Pet. 2:4 and Jude 6 as, for instance, Meyer, Alford, Mayor, Wohlenberg. It is

an explanation, however, that is contrary to the spiritual nature of the angels, and to the fact that, as Matt. 22:30 would seem to imply, there is
no sexual life among the angels. Moreover, on that interpretation we shall have to assume a double fall in the angelic world, first the fall of
Satan, and then, considerably later, the fall resulting in the host of devils that now serves Satan. It is much more likely that Satan dragged the
others right along with him in his fall.

£l Gen. 1:31

MEZE -UNTENBEE. A% L, ARR, 28 ANH.

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day.

4% 1l Pet. 2:4

RRMEVTIE, MERAERE, GLEMMA EAMMN, KAERBEI S, FHEFEH.

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;

4 Jude 1:6

NAANSFARAM, BB A CERENRAM, M 880 MM K Em AR, F6KHMm
& A .

And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home--these he has kept in darkness, bound
with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.

£l Gen. 6:2

MEi T MAERANK TR, wEEHhE, B HE.

the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose.

K Matt. 22:30

HAEBENORR, ABARBAE, BHBRXERMEHE 5.

At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.

2. M 4H. Their Head.

Satan appears in Scripture as the recognized head of the fallen angels. He was originally, it would seem, one of the mightiest princes
of the angelic world, and became the leader of those that revolted and fell away from God. The name "Satan" points to him as "the Adversary,"
not in the first

place of man, but of God. He attacks Adam as the crown of God's handiwork, works destruction and is therefore called Apollyon (the Destroyer),
and assaults Jesus when He undertakes the work of restoration. After the entrance of sin into the world he became Diabolos (the Accuser),
accusing the people of God continually, Rev. 12:10. He is represented in Scripture as the originator of sin, Gen. 3:1,4; John 8:44; Il Cor. 11:3; |
John 3:8; Rev. 12:9; 20:2,10, and appears as the recognized head of those that fell away, Matt. 25:41; 9:34; Eph. 2:2. He remains the leader of
the angelic hosts which he carried with him in his fall, and employs them in desperate resistance to Christ and His Kingdom. He is also called
repeatedly "the prince of this (not, "of the") world, John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11, and even "the god of this world," Il Cor. 4:4. This does not mean
that he is in control of the world, for God is in control, and He has given all authority to Christ, but it does convey the idea that he is in control of

this evil world, the world in so far as it is ethically separated from God. This is clearly indicated in Eph. 2:2, where he is called "the prince of the
powers of the air, of the spirit that now worketh in the sons of disobedience." He is superhuman, but not divine; has great power, but is not
omnipotent; wields influence on a large but restricted scale, Matt. 12:29; Rev. 20:2, and is destined to be cast into the bottomless pit, Rev.
20:10.

% Rev . 12:10
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HHERAREARBEESR: RAWOBE . B8 BEZ. b2 B KRR, 3 AE ARk
T BE R A R AN T AT E AR MR W, DR KT

Then | heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the
authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.

£ Gen. 3:1,4

HEFD 2 Mpr&m, MARIHE - EDERSE. w2 A B e HOER A
PR AP i B B AR bR B 2

e B NE e AR A — 5 BE

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really
say, "You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman.

#] John 8:44

PRAPT R S R A IR A BE R, AR AL ) R R R M A AT . MR R R AR, A HHE,
A O RA HHE., AR RREC: B ARZMREN, W22 NN,
You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not
holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

A% 1l Cor. 11:3

oAU 0 B0 s A8, REMAEE A - FHEREOL, RBEHEFSRT Z 8
B .

But | am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere
and pure devotion to Christ.

#)% 1 John 3:8

LR EBEER, HNABRKEVMLITE. WL FEIEB R, BERKEROIES.
He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God
appeared was to destroy the devil's work.

1% Rev. 12:9

e R ke, AR, MEMHE, 2EREXERTH. MR EAM L, MKl E b —
Al B 7% T %

The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled
to the earth, and his angels with him.

1% Rev. 2:2, 10

WRERMAT R k. B, MMERASREEZEN. KOG BE A MR MLEL A
R AL GE R, A Al R B k.

LA NN S I 7 =S W (G S T AN N A AP I i G W S O S A
M H. B ERLE L, RAHAERELEGNESZ .

2 | know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. | know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested
those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. | tell you,
the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death,
and | will give you the crown of life.
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K Matt. 25:41

NE A B RIS R IURE M N, BB T L N AR A B R A 1 3 BT TE M5 10 K
P

"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.

K Matt. 9:34

EAENAS: R FEERTER.

But the Pharisees said, "It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons."

# Eph. 2:2

Mws, RMAELPAaTESEN, BRAEKERMG, HkEshEREEKEH, ERSER
W2 T 0 b AT IR
in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at
work in those who are disobedient.

#] John 12:31

fEE A 2 K, B AN E EOR %

Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.

#] John 14:30

PAAR 3 A B AR M 2 S Rh , B A IS A B R . A E R R = TR

I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me,

#] John 16:11

wH, RREMHANER T HFHA.

and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.

MA% 1l Cor. 4:4

IS5 AT 2 N IS FE 0 Rl R EE T 0 IR, AN R B RO AR RO IR AR . B R R M
&

The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God.

K Matt. 12:29

NEREMN EFE, BEMBO K ER? BRAEJG MWL £, 4 77 DUIE & i 19 X 7
"Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then
he can rob his house.

% Rev. 20:2

fle e (E A, B b, X ER, B HE, EHmE T 5,

He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.

1% Rev. 20:10
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And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been
thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

3. T IVE % Their Activity.

Like the good angels, the fallen angels, too, are possessed of superhuman power, but their use of it contrasts sadly with that of the
good angels. While the latter perennially praise God, fight His battles, and serve Him faithfully, they as powers of darkness are bent on cursing
God, battling against Him and His Anointed, and destroying His work. They are in constant revolt against God, seek to blind and mislead even
the elect, and encourage sinners in their evil. But they are lost and hopeless spirits. They are even now chained to hell and pits of darkness, and
though not yet limited to one place, yet, as Calvin says, drag their chains with them wherever they go, Il Pet. 2:4; Jude 6.

Wiz 2:4

MAERMEETIR, HMERAEE, GEMMEAEMMN, LSAEBRBEI S, FEM0EFEH.

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;
M 16

NAANSFARAM. BB A CERENRAM, M 880 MM K EW R E R, F6KHM
&5 H .

And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home--these he has kept in darkness, bound
with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.
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YR 5 I RIE
V. CREATION OF THE MATERIAL WORLD
(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 150-164.)

A, (B FAERRE.

The Scriptural Account of Creation.

Other nations, as well as the Hebrews, had their accounts respecting the origin of the material
universe, and of the way in which the original chaos was changed into a cosmos or habitable world.
Some of those accounts reveal traces of similarity with the Biblical record, but contain even more
striking dissimilarities. They are as a rule characterized by dualistic or polytheistic elements, represent
the present world as the result of a fierce struggle among the gods, and are far removed from the
simplicity and sobriety of the Biblical account. It may be advisable to preface our discussion of its details
with a few general remarks.

1. (EL) SAEATHBE.

The Point of View from which the Bible contemplates the Work of Creation.

It is a significant thing that the narrative of creation, while it mentions the creation of the
heavens, devotes no further attention to the spiritual world. It concerns the material world only, and
represents this primarily as the habitation of man and as the theater of his activities. It deals not with
unseen realities such as spirits, but with the things that are seen. And because these things are palpable
to the human senses, they come up for discussion, not only in theology, but also in other sciences and in
philosophy. But while philosophy seeks to understand the origin and nature of all things by the light of
reason, theology takes its starting point in God, allows itself to be guided by His special revelation
respecting the work of creation, and considers everything in relation to Him. The narrative of creation is
the beginning of God's self-revelation, and acquaints us with the fundamental relation in which
everything, man included, stands to Him. It stresses the original position of man, in order that men of all
ages might have a proper understanding of the rest of Scripture as a revelation of redemption. While it
does not pretend to give us a complete philosophical cosmogony, it does contain important elements
for the construction of a proper cosmogony.

2. AIEREAER.

The Origin of the Account of Creation.

The question as to the origin of the narrative of creation has been raised repeatedly, and the
interest in it was renewed by the discovery of the Babylonian story of creation. This story, as it is known
to us, took shape in the city of Babylon. It speaks of the generation of several gods, of whom Marduk
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proves supreme. He only was sufficiently powerful to overcome the primeval dragon Tiamat, and
becomes the creator of the world, whom men worship. There are some points of similarity

between the narrative of creation in Genesis and this Babylonian story. Both speak of a primeval chaos,
and of a division of the waters below and above the firmament. Genesis speaks of seven days, and the
Babylonian account is arranged in seven tablets. Both accounts connect the heavens with the fourth
epoch of creation, and the creation of man with the sixth. Some of these resemblances are of little
significance, and the differences of the two accounts are far more important. The Hebrew order differs
on many points from the Babylonian. The greatest difference is found, however, in the religious
conceptions of the two. The Babylonian account, in distinction from that of Scripture, is mythological
and polytheistic. The gods do not stand on a high level, but scheme and plot and fight. And Marduk
succeeds only after a prolonged struggle, which taxes his strength, in overcoming the evil forces and
reducing chaos to order. In Genesis, on the other hand, we encounter the most sublime monotheism,
and see God calling forth the universe and all created things by the simple word of His power. When the
Babylonian account was discovered, many scholars hastily assumed that the Biblical narrative was
derived from the Babylonian source, forgetting that there are at least two other possibilities, namely, (a)
that the Babylonian story is a corrupted reproduction of the narrative in Genesis; or (b) that both are
derived from a common, more primitive, source. But however this question may be answered, it does
not settle the problem of the origin of the narrative. How did the original, whether written or oral, come
into existence? Some regard it simply as the natural product of man's reflection on the origin of things.
But this explanation is extremely unlikely in view of the following facts: (a) the idea of creation is
incomprehensible; (b) science and philosophy both equally oppose the doctrine of creation out of
nothing; and (c) it is only by faith that we understand that the worlds have been framed by the word of
God, Heb. 11:3. We therefore come to the conclusion that the story of creation was revealed to Moses
or to one of the earlier patriarchs. If this revelation was pre-Mosaic, it passed in tradition (oral or written)
from one generation to another, probably lost something of its original purity, and was finally
incorporated in a pure form, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in the first book of the Bible.

28 Heb. 11:3

TMEEAAE, mEEE A EMATERN: B8, TERN, BARRBERZYIE N
A

By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.
3. ¥ (AIHE) 1:1,2 MERE.
The Interpretation of Gen. 1:1,2.
£ Gen. 1:1, 2

'R, ANE R
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b A AL [N T PR B AT £ K T b .
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface
of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

Some regard Gen. 1:1 as the superscription or title of the whole narrative of creation. But this is
objectionable for three reasons: (a) because the following narrative is connected with the first verse by
the Hebrew conjunction waw (and), which would not be the case if the first verse were a title; (b)
because, on that supposition, there would be no account whatsoever of the original and immediate
creation; and (c) since the following verses contain no account of the creation of heaven at all. The more
generally accepted interpretation is that Gen. 1:1 records the original and immediate creation of the
universe, Hebraistically called "heaven and earth." In this expression the word "heaven" refers to that
invisible order of things in which the glory of God reveals itself in the most perfect manner. It cannot be
regarded as a designation of the cosmical heavens, whether of the clouds or

of the stars, for these were created on the second and on the fourth day of the creative week. Then in
the second verse the author describes the original condition of the earth (comp. Ps. 104:5,6). It is a
debatable question, whether the original creation of matter formed a part of the work of the first day,
or was separated from this by a shorter or longer period of time. Of those who would interpose a long
period between the two, some hold that the world was originally a dwelling place of angels, was
destroyed as the result of a fall in the angelic world, and was then reclaimed and turned into a fit
habitation for men. We shall refer to this restitution theory in another connection.

&% Psalm 104: 5,6

o VARG T3 S P | < (0 7 N 1) -

PR R KO M T, R A0 AR . RE K E Ll A

5 He set the earth on its foundations; it can never be moved. 6 You covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood
above the mountains.

B. NRKIAE .

The Hexaemeron, or the Work of the Separate Days.

After the creation of the universe out of nothing in a moment of time, the existing chaos was
gradually changed into a cosmos, a habitable world, in six successive days. Before the work of the
separate days is indicated, the question as to the length of the days of creation calls for a brief
discussion.

1. [—HI RE—BEERNKHHER.

Consideration of the Theory that they were Long Periods of Time.
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Some scholars assume that the days of Gen. 1 were long periods of time, in order to make them
harmonize with the geological periods. The opinion that these days were not ordinary days of twenty-
four hours was not entirely foreign to early Christian theology, as E. C. Messenger shows in detail in his
learned work on Evolution and Theology. But some of the Church Fathers, who intimated that these
days were probably not to be regarded as ordinary days, expressed the opinion that the whole work of
creation was finished in a moment of time, and that the days merely constituted a symbolical
framework, which facilitated the description of the work of creation in an orderly fashion, so as to make
it more intelligible to finite minds. The opinion that the days of creation were long periods came to the
foreground again in recent years, not, however, as the result of exegetical studies, but under the
influence of the disclosures of science. Previous to the nineteenth century the days of Genesis were
most generally regarded as literal days. But, of course, human interpretation is fallible, and may have to
be revised in the light of later discoveries. If traditional exegesis conflicts, not merely with scientific
theories — which are themselves interpretations —, but with well established facts, rethinking and
reinterpretation is naturally in order. It can hardly be maintained, however, that the assumed geological
periods necessitate a change of front, since they are by no means generally recognized, even in scientific
circles, as well established facts. Some Christian scholars, such as Harris, Miley, Bettex, and Geesink,
assume that the days of Genesis are geological days, and both Shedd and Hodge call attention to the
remarkable agreement between the record of creation and the testimony of the rocks, and are inclined
to regard the days of Genesis as geological periods. The question may be raised, whether it is
exegetically possible to conceive of the days of Genesis as long periods of time. And then it must be
admitted that the Hebrew word yom does not always denote a period of twenty-four hours

in Scripture, and is not always used in the same sense even in the narrative of creation. It may mean
daylight in distinction from darkness, Gen. 1:5,16,18; daylight and darkness together, Gen. 1:5,8,13 etc.;
the six days taken together, Gen. 2:4; and an indefinite period marked in its entire length by some
characteristic feature, as trouble, Ps. 20:1, wrath, Job 20:28, prosperity, Eccl. 7:14, or salvation |l Cor. 6:2.

£1 Gen. 1:5, 16, 18

Mt E, MEAKR. AL, AFRR, B H
g s TR OROh, RIMEEH, MERKR, XNERAE,
EHER, HRRR. MEZFZEDN.

5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning--the first day.

16 God made two great lights--the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars.
18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good.

£l Gen. 1:5, 8, 13

MELAE, MEAK. AKLE, FERR, B2EH H.
MEER/HR. AL, ARR, 2% - H.
b, FRR, 2% =H.

5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning--the first day.
8 God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and there was morning--the second day.
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13 And there was evening, and there was morning--the third day.
il Gen. 2:4

AldE R po AR EE, fEHRAIEE Mg RMKH ¥, Jh2EK,

This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens--
¥ Psalm 20:1

(KRR, KHEAR. D HIBMELERERNH TERK: B HHES  #HeE
i
May the LORD answer you when you are in distress; may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.

{1 Job 20:28

fm R EBLRIEELE, MESHHT, KB EHE M.

A flood will carry off his house, rushing waters on the day of God's wrath.

{# Eccl. 7:14

WEEMH R R, BEREOH TREER, WA MMEEmHILs, Hm2mA
aEAMSRAREH,

When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider: God has made the one as well as the other. Therefore, a man
cannot discover anything about his future.

A% 1l Cor. 6:2

Bl 2 fl s . FEME AR ik, RIE R 7R, ERBHWH 7, RBEKL TR B! BAELER
AR . BLAEIE R H T

For he says, "In the time of my favor | heard you, and in the day of salvation | helped you." | tell you, now is the time of God's favor,
now is the day of salvation.

Now some hold that the Bible favors the idea that the days of creation were indefinite periods of time,
and call attention to the following: (a) The sun was not created until the fourth day, and therefore the
length of the previous days could not yet be determined by the earth's relation to the sun. This is
perfectly true, but does not prove the point. God had evidently, even previous to the fourth day,
established a rhythmic alternation of light and darkness, and there is no ground for the assumption that
the days so measured were of longer duration than the later days. Why should we assume that God
greatly increased the velocity of the earth's revolutions after the light was concentrated in the sun? (b)
The days referred to are God's days, the archetypal days, of which the days of men are merely ectypal
copies; and with God a thousand years are as a single day, Ps. 90:4; Il Pet. 3:8. But this argument is

based on a confusion of time and eternity. God ad intra has no days, but dwells in eternity, exalted far
above all measurements of time.
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=¥ Ps. 90:4

ERER, TEWMOBMOEH, XWHRKY—E.

For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night.

%1% 1l Pet. 3:8

BMEMAH, - MFFERERMATEL, iZ2EE -HWT4, TH0—H.

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the LORD a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.

This is also the idea conveyed by Ps. 90:4; and Il _Pet. 3:8. The only actual days of which God has
knowledge are the days of this time-space world. How does it follow from the fact that God is exalted

above the limitations of time, as they exist in this world, where time is measured by days and weeks and
months and years, that a day may just as well be a period of 100,000 years as one of twentyfour hours?
(c) The seventh day, the day in which God rested from His labours, is said to continue up to the present
time, and must therefore be regarded as a period of thousands of years. It is God's sabbath, and that
sabbath never ends. This argument represents a similar confusion. The whole idea of God's beginning
the work of creation at a certain point of time, and then ceasing it after a period of six days, does not
apply to God as He is in Himself, but only to the temporal results of His creative activity. He is
unchangeably the same from age to age. His sabbath is not an indefinitely prolonged period of time; it is
eternal. On the other hand, the sabbath of the creation week was a day equal in length to the other days.
God not only rested on that day, but He also blessed and hallowed it, setting it aside as a day of rest for
man, Ex. 20:11. This would hardly apply to the whole period from the time of creation up to the present
day.

H Ex. 20:11

WA NHZN, BMEGER, . &, MHEPROEY, BLHME2E, Prbl i M E
e BH, €&/%EH,

For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

2. [—HI iR+ II/MRRER.

Consideration of the View that they were Literal Days.

The prevailing view has always been that the days of Genesis 1 are to be understood as literal
days. Some of the early Church Fathers did not regard them as real indications of the time in which the
work of creation was completed, but rather as literary forms in which the writer of Genesis cast the
narrative of creation, in order to picture the work of creation — which was really completed in a
moment of time — in an orderly fashion for human intelligence. It was only after the comparatively new
sciences of geology and palaeontology
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came forward with their theories of the enormous age of the earth, that theologians began to show an
inclination to identify the days of creation with the long geological ages. Today some of them regard it
as an established fact that the days of Genesis 1 were long geological periods; others are somewhat
inclined to assume this position, but show considerable hesitation. Hodge, Sheldon, Van Oosterzee, and
Dabney, some of whom are not entirely averse to this view, are all agreed that this interpretation of the
days is exegetically doubtful, if not impossible. Kuyper and Bavinck hold that, while the first three days
may have been of somewhat different length, the last three were certainly ordinary days. They naturally
do not regard even the first three days as geological periods. Vos in his Gereformeerde Dogmatiek
defends the position that the days of creation were ordinary days. Hepp takes the same position in his
Calvinism and the Philosophy of Nature. Noortzij in Gods Woord en der Eeuwen Getuigenis, asserts that
the Hebrew word yom (day) in Gen. 1 cannot possibly designate anything else than an ordinary day, but
holds that the writer of Genesis did not attach any importance to the concept "day," but introduces it
simply as part of a framework for the narrative of creation, not to indicate historical sequence, but to
picture the glory of the creatures in the light of the great redemptive purpose of God. Hence the
sabbath is the great culminating point, in which man reaches his real destiny. This view reminds us
rather strongly of the position of some of the early Church Fathers. The arguments adduced for it are
not very convincing, as Aalders has shown in his De Eerste Drie Hoofdstukhen van Genesis. This Old
Testament scholar holds, on the basis of Gen. 1:5, that the term yom in Gen. 1 denotes simply the
period of light, as distinguished from that of darkness; but this view would seem to involve a rather
unnatural interpretation of the repeated expression "and there was evening and there was morning." It
must then be interpreted to mean, and there was evening preceded by a morning. According to Dr.
Aalders, too, Scripture certainly favors the idea that the days of creation were ordinary days, though it
may not be possible to determine their exact length, and the first three days may have differed
somewhat from the last three.

£l Gen. 1:5

ML AL, MEAR. AKLE, FRR, B2EH -H.

5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning--the first day.

The literal interpretation of the term "day" in Gen. 1 is favored by the following considerations: (a) In its
primary meaning the word yom denotes a natural day; and it is a good rule in exegesis, not to depart
from the primary meaning of a word, unless this is required by the context. Dr. Noortzij stresses the fact
that this word simply does not mean anything else than "day," such as this is known by man on earth. (b)
The author of Genesis would seem to shut us up absolutely to the literal interpretation by adding in the
case of every day the words, "and there was evening and there was morning." Each one of the days
mentioned has just one evening and morning, something that would hardly apply to a period of
thousands of years. And if it should be said
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that the periods of creation were extraordinary days, each one consisting of one long day and one long
night, then the question naturally arises, What would become of all vegetation during the long, long
night? (c) In Ex. 20:9-11 Israel is commanded to labor six days and to rest on the seventh, because
Jehovah made heaven and earth in six days and rested on the seventh day.

H Ex. 20:9-11

AN HESBRMAR — L,

BELHR2RABME - MEFHLEH. 8 HERMERMWD L. 8. &, 1K
e - IR AT

Bl A 7NH W, EHSM#HEGE R, W, g, MEPm&EY, F-tH 28, prblism e
e BH, E&EH.

9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do
any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your

gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh
day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Sound exegesis would seem to require that the word "day" be taken in the same sense in both instances.
Moreover the sabbath set aside for rest certainly was a literal day; and the presumption is that the other
days were of the same kind. (d) The last three days were certainly ordinary days, for they were
determined by the sun in the usual way. While we cannot be absolutely sure that the preceding days did
not differ from them at all in length, it is extremely unlikely that they differed from them, as periods of
thousands upon thousands of years differ from ordinary days. The question may also be asked, why such
a long period should be required, for instance, for the separation of light and darkness.

3. HRHAIEKRT.
The Work of the Separate Days.

We notice in the work of creation a definite gradation, the work of each day leads up to and
prepares for the work of the next, the whole of it culminating in the creation of man, the crown of God's
handiwork, entrusted with the important task of making the whole of creation subservient to the glory
of God.

a. H—K. Thefirst day.
On the first day the light was created, and by the separation of light and darkness day and night were
constituted. This creation of light on the first day has been ridiculed in view of the fact that the sun was
not created until the fourth day, but science itself silenced the ridicule by proving that light is not a
substance emanating from the sun, but consists of ether waves produced by energetic electrons. Notice
also that Genesis does not speak of the sun as light (or), but as light-bearer (ma'or), exactly what science
has discovered it to be. In view of the fact that light is the condition of all life, it was but natural that it
should be created first. God also at once instituted the ordinance of the alternation of light and darkness,
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calling the light day and the darkness night. We are not told, however, how this alternation was effected.
The account of each day's work closes with the words, "and there was evening and there was morning."
The days are not reckoned from evening to evening, but from morning to morning. After twelve hours
there was evening, and after another twelve hours there was morning.

b. % K. The second day.
The work of the second day was also a work of separation: the firmament was established by dividing
the waters above and the waters below. The waters above are the clouds, and not, as some would have
it, the sea of glass, Rev. 4:6; 15:2, and the river of life, Rev. 22:1. Some have discredited the Mosaic
account on the supposition that it represents the firmament as a solid vault; but this is entirely
unwarranted, for the Hebrew word ragia does not denote a solid vault at all, but is equivalent to our
word "expanse."

M Rev. 4:6

PR AT GF AR B, W R OK A o f R b A0 R R A DY R VE Y, BT A% e RS W TR
i

Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. In the center, around the throne, were four living
creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back.

% Rev. 15:2

RERGHBAERBEE, LA KGR XERBER TERRMBROGE L b 78H BN,
wWuifEF Wl L, EFEMNE,

And | saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the
beast and his image and over the number of his name. They held harps given them by God.

1% Rev. 22:1

RAE SCH5 8 JAE W 708 B b — 8 A A K B, B S UK, R ORT R SR 0 O R
4 .

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb.

Sepe —

c. =K. The third day.
The separation is carried still further in the separation of the sea from the dry land, cf. Ps. 104:8.

5% Ps. 104:8

sl Jh b, AU (EiaE: BEW B, FER N . B A AT R E 2 M.

they flowed over the mountains, they went down into the valleys, to the place you assigned for them.

In addition to that the vegetable
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kingdom of plants and trees was established. Three great classes are mentioned, namely, deshe, that is
flowerless plants, which do not fructify one another in the usual way; 'esebh, consisting of vegetables
and grain yielding seed; and ‘ets peri or fruit trees, bearing fruit according to their kind. It should be
noted here: (1) That, when God said, "Let the earth put forth grass" etc., this was not equivalent to
saying: Let inorganic matter develop by its own inherent force into vegetable life. It was a word of
power by which God implanted the principle of life in the earth, and thus enabled it to bring forth grass
and herbs and trees. That it was a creative word is evident from Gen. 2:9.

£ Gen. 2:9

HR AT #E M SRR AR, TUMAMNRAE, REMRTHEEED. BT E
o SO A A e A g ) e A .

And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground--trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the
middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

(2) That the statement, "and the earth brought forth grass, herbs yielding seed after their kind, and trees
bearing fruit, wherein is the seed thereof, after their kind" (vs. 12), distinctly favors the idea that the

different species of plants were created by God, and did not develop the one out of the other.
£l Gen. 2:12

A HLARS M e 7 A s A IR AR SO B Bk A AL B

(The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.)

Each one brought forth seed after its kind, and could therefore only reproduce its kind. The doctrine of
evolution, of course, negatives both of these assertions; but it should be borne in mind that both
spontaneous generation and the development of one species from another, are unproved, and now
largely discredited, assumptions.

d. ZBVUK. The fourth day.
Sun, moon, and stars, were created as light-bearers, to serve a variety of purposes: (1) to divide the day
and the night; (2) to be for signs, that is, to indicate the cardinal points, to presage changes of weather
conditions, and to serve as signs of important future events and coming judgments; (3) to be for seasons,
and for days and years, that is, to serve the purpose of effecting the change of seasons, the succession
of years, and the regular recurrence of special festive days; and (4) to serve as lights for the earth and
thus to make the development of organic life on earth possible.

e. HTLK. Thefifth day.
This day brings the creation of the birds and the fishes, the inhabitants of the air and the waters. Birds
and fishes belong together, because there is a great similarity in their organic structure. Moreover, they
are characterized by an instability and mobility which they have in common with the element in which
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they move, in distinction from the solid ground. They also agree in their method of procreation. Notice
that they, too, were created after their kind, that is, the species were created.

VAV

The sixth day. This day brings the climax of the work of creation. In connection with the creation of the
animals the expression is once more used, "Let the earth bring forth," and this should again be
interpreted as was indicated under (c). The animals did not naturally develop out of the earth, but were
brought forth by the creative fiat of God. We are told distinctly in the 25th verse that God made the
beasts of the earth, the cattle and the creeping things of the earth, after their kind. But even if the
expression did refer to natural development, it would not be in harmony with the doctrine of evolution,
since that does not teach that the animals developed directly out of the mineral world. The creation of
man is distinguished by the solemn

counsel that precedes it: "Let us make man in our own image, after our likeness"; and this is no wonder,
since all that preceded was but a preparation for the coming of man, the crowning work of God, the king
of creation; and because man was destined to be the image of God. The words tselem and demuth do
not denote exactly the same thing, but are nevertheless used interchangeably. When it is said that man
is created in the image of God, this means that God is the archetype of which man is is the ectype; and
when it is added that he is created according to the likeness of God, this merely adds the idea that the
image is in every way like the original. In his entire being man is the very image of God.

Before passing on to the seventh day it may be well to call attention to the remarkable parallel between
the work of the first, and that of the second three days of creation.

ANRAE KT Z LB Creation Days Parallel Comparison

1. 4.
The creation of light. The creation of light-bearers.
2. 5.
Creation of expanse and separation of waters. Creation of fowls of the air and fishes of the sea.
3.
6.

Separation of waters and dry land, and
P y Creation of the beasts of the field, the cattle,

preparation of the earth as a habitation for man ] ]
and all creeping things; and man.

and beast.

g. FH-LtK. Theseventh day.
The rest of God on the seventh day contains first of all a negative element. God ceased from His creative
work. But to this must be added a positive element, namely, that He took delight in His completed work.
His rest was as the rest of the artist, after He has completed His masterpiece, and now gazes upon it
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with profound admiration and delight, and finds perfect satisfaction in the contemplation of His
production. "And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good." It answered the
purpose of God and corresponded to the divine ideal. Hence God rejoices in His creation, for in it He
recognizes the reflection of His glorious perfections. His radiant countenance shines upon it and is
productive of showers of blessings.

4. (AR F_BARASIHAETE.

No Second Account of Creation in Genesis 2.

It is quite common for advanced higher criticism to assume that Gen. 2 contains a second and
independent account of creation. The first account is regarded as the work of the Elohist, and the
second as that of the Jehovist. The two, it is said, do not agree, but conflict on several points. According
to the second account, as distinguished from the first, the earth is dry before the creation of plants; man
is created before the animals, and that alone, not as man and woman; then God created

the animals, in order to see whether they will be fit companions for man; seeing that they fail in that
respect, He creates woman as a helpmeet for man; and, finally, He places man in the garden which He
had prepared for him. But this is clearly a complete misunderstanding of the second chapter. Genesis 2
is not, and does not pretend to be, a narrative of creation. The superscription ‘eleh toledolh, which is
found ten times in Genesis, never refers to the birth or origin of things, but always to their births, that is,
their later history. The expression dates from a time when history still consisted in the description of
generations. The second chapter of Genesis begins the description of the history of man, arranges its
material to suit this purpose, and only repeats so much of what was said in the previous chapter,
without any consideration of chronological order, as is necessary for the author's purpose.

5. FAM (EE) FRAEKREAMZKEFKER.

Attempts to Harmonize the Narrative of Creation with the Findings of Science.

a.  [HAH] MRaselE s mag.
The ideal or allegorical interpretation. This gives prominence to the idea rather than to the letter of the
narrative. It regards Genesis 1 as a poetic description of the creative work of God, representing this from
different points of view. But (1) it is quite evident that the narrative is intended as a record of history,
and is clearly so regarded in Scripture, cf. Ex. 20:11; Neh. 9:6; Ps. 33:6,9; 145:2-6; (2) the opening
chapter of Genesis "lacks nearly every element of acknowledged Hebrew poetry" (Strong); and (3) this

narrative is inseparably connected with the succeeding history, and is therefore most naturally regarded
as itself historical.

HEx. 20:11
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WANHZN, HMEEZER. . 0w, MEPREY, HCHME2E, LMD

Bz EH, E&/EH,
For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

JE Neh. 9:6

R, MEmURZH M E RiE T RMR LMWK, WREMES, MM EKED, &Nk
hRTA K B DI R AR T R A . Rt R AR

You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it,
the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.

#% Ps. 33:6,9

AR TS ORI HE ) G . B R R AR Db ST K .
Wzttt 5, A, @iL, #oL.

6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
9 For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.

=% Ps. 145:2-6

WE R KM EAR, 2K K E E R 4!

HROMHE R 24 K, wZ % Kk LR Mk .

B EE WA EHBIR A&, WEES KRG,

P NS 1 R A S il U= O (S

NEEFRARAT R ZHEBRE ) R EES R R,

2 Every day | will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever. 3 Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness
no one can fathom. 4 One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts. 5 They will speak of the

glorious splendor of your majesty, and | will meditate on your wonderful works. 6 They will tell of the power of your awesome works,
and | will proclaim your great deeds.

b. TAREEN) [#55] B, The mythical theory of modern philosophy.
Modern philosophy has advanced beyond the preceding position. It rejects not only the historical
narrative of creation, but also the idea of creation, and regards the contents of Genesis 1 as a myth
embodying a religious lesson. There is no intentional allegory here, it is said, but only a naive mythical
representation with a religious core or nucleus. This is also contrary to the fact that Gen. 1 certainly

comes to us with the pretension of being a historical narrative, and in the cross references, referred to
above, it certainly is not regarded as a myth.

c. [BIE] .
The restitution theory. Some theologians attempted to reconcile the narrative of creation with the
discoveries of science in the study of the earth by adopting the restitution theory. It was advocated by
Chalmers, Buckland, Wisemann, and Delitzsch, and assumes that a long period of time elapsed between
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the primary creation mentioned in Gen. 1:1 and the secondary creation described in Gen. 1:3-31. This
long period was marked by several catastrophic changes, resulting in the destruction supposedly
described in the words "waste and void." The second verse should then read, "And the earth became
waste and void." This destruction was followed by a restitution, when God changed the chaos into a
cosmos, a habitable world for man. This theory might offer some explanation of the different strata of
the earth, but it offers no explanation of the fossils in the

rocks, unless it is assumed that there were also successive creations of animals, followed by mass
destructions. This theory never found favor in scientific circles, and finds no support in Scripture. The
Bible does not say that the earth became, but that it was waste and void. And even if the Hebrew verb
hayetha can be rendered "became," the words "waste and void" denote an unformed condition, and not
a condition resulting from destruction. Delitzsch combined with this theory the idea that the earth was
originally inhabited by the angels, and that the fall in the angelic world was the cause of the destruction
which resulted in the chaos referred to in verse 2. For some reason or other this view finds considerable

favor among present day dispensationalists, who find support for it in such passages as Isa. 24:1; Jer.
4:23-26; Job. 9:4-7; Il Pet. 2:4. But even a careful reading of these passages is sufficient to convince one

that they do not prove the point in question at all. Moreover, the Bible clearly teaches us that God
created heaven and earth "and all the host of them" in six days, Gen. 2:1; Ex. 20:11.

£ Gen. 1:2

M2 A VR O, N T B fl R E AT £ K
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the
waters.

£ 1s.24:1

A OWR L, OHEORTHE R, AR CBIE O, KRR

See, the LORD is going to lay waste the earth and devastate it; he will ruin its face and scatter its inhabitants--
HE Jer. 4:23-26

TRIE: RBEM, AR, MEZERL, KEAERK, REEL.

FKEE KL, AR, SAEI, DL BAERE L.

KEE, AR, EmA; ZEHHMRGHE A .

HREE, AR, EHE &, — V)3 E 7E B A AT, B AR p 2 A R .

23 | looked at the earth, and it was formless and empty; and at the heavens, and their light was gone. 24 | looked at the mountains,
and they were quaking; all the hills were swaying. 25 | looked, and there were no people; every bird in the sky had flown away. 26 |
looked, and the fruitful land was a desert; all its towns lay in ruins before the LORD, before his fierce anger.

{H Job 9:4-7

fib o AR, HRABE . R PR RS E e ?


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+1%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+1%3A3-31
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+1%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+24%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+4%3A23-26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+4%3A23-26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Job+9%3A4-7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Pe+2%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+2%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+20%3A11
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fib 72 B, R LA L, ML TRl B

fib wy B B AN WA, A R 2k, XHE PR R

4 His wisdom is profound, his power is vast. Who has resisted him and come out unscathed? 5 He moves mountains without their

knowing it and overturns them in his anger. 6 He shakes the earth from its place and makes its pillars tremble. 7 He speaks to the
sun and it does not shine; he seals off the light of the stars.

1% 1l Pet. 2:4

MAERMERTIRE, MERAERE, GEMMEAEMMN, LKAERBEI S, FM0EH.

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;
fil Gen. 2:1

R W) s T .

Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.

HEx. 20:11

WA NHZN, BMEGER, . &, MHLPREY, BLHMERZE, Prol i MR E
Bz RH, E/EH.

For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

d. [#[E] #. The concordistic theory.
This seeks to harmonize Scripture and science by assuming that the days of creation were periods of
thousands of years. In addition to what was said about this in discussing the days of creation, we may
now add that the idea that the earth's strata positively point to long and successive periods of
development in the history of its origin, is simply a theory of the geologists, and a theory based on
unwarranted generalizations. We would call attention to the following considerations:

(1) The science of geology is not only young, but it is still in bondage to speculative thought. It cannot be
considered as an inductive science, since it is largely the fruit of a priori or deductive reasoning. Spencer
called it "lllogical Geology" and ridiculed its methods, and Huxley spoke of its grand hypotheses as "not
proven and not provable."

(2) Up to the present time it has done little more than scratch the surface of the earth, and that in a very
limited number of places. As a result its conclusions are often mere generalizations, based on
insufficient data. Facts observed in some places are contradicted by those found in others.

(3) Even if it had explored large areas in all parts of the globe, it could only increase our knowledge of
the present condition of the earth, but would never be able to give us perfectly reliable information
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respecting its past history. You cannot write the history of a nation on the basis of the facts observed in
its present constitution and life.

(4) Geologists once proceeded on the assumption that the strata of rocks were found in the same order
all over the globe; and that by estimating the length of time required by the formation of each it could
determine the age of the earth. But (a) it was found that the order of the rocks differs in various
localities; (b) the experiments made to determine the time required for the formation of the different
strata, led to widely different results; and (c) the uniformitarian theory of Lyell, that the physical and
chemical action of today are safe guides in estimating those of all previous times, was found to be
unreliable.

(5) When the attempt to determine the age of the various

strata or rocks by their mineral and mechanical makeup failed, geologists began to make the fossils the
determining factor. Palaeontology became the really important subject, and under the influence of the
uniformitarian principle of Lyell developed into one of the important proofs of evolution. It is simply
assumed that certain fossils are older than others; and if the question is asked on what basis the
assumption rests, the answer is that they are found in the older rocks. This is just plain reasoning in a
circle. The age of the rocks is determined by the fossils which they contain, and the age of the fossils by
the rocks in which they are found. But the fossils are not always found in the same order; sometimes the
order is reversed.

(6) The order of the fossils as now determined by geology does not correspond to the order which the
narrative of creation leads us to expect, so that even the acceptance of the geological theory would not
serve the purpose of harmonizing Scripture and science.

6. AlGEKIHZIENR.

The Doctrine of Creation and the Theory of Evolution.

The question naturally arises in our day, How does the theory of evolution affect the doctrine of
creation?

a. EALERIE R A BRI AIE I
The theory of evolution cannot take the place of the doctrine of creation.
Some speak as if the hypothesis of evolution offered an explanation of the origin of the world: but this is
clearly a mistake, for it does no such thing. Evolution is development, and all development presupposes
the prior existence of an entity or principle or force, out of which something develops. The non-existent
cannot develop into existence. Matter and force could not have evolved out of nothing. It has been
customary for evolutionists to fall back on the nebular hypothesis, in order to explain the origin of the
solar system, though in present day science this is supplanted by the planetesimal hypothesis. But these
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only carry the problem one step farther back, and fail to solve it. The evolutionist must either resort to
the theory that matter is eternal, or accept the doctrine of creation.

b. AAERMME G FREEGR , ARG (FEL) BFRAERRHE.

The theory of naturalistic evolution is not in harmony with the narrative of creation.
If evolution does not account for the origin of the world, does it not at least give a rational account of
the development of things out of primordial matter, and thus explain the origin of the present species of
plants and animals (including man), and also the various phenomena of life, such as sentiency,
intelligence, morality, and religion? Does it necessarily conflict with the narrative of creation? Now it is
perfectly evident that naturalistic evolution certainly does conflict with the Biblical account. The Bible
teaches that plants and animals and man appeared on the scene at the creative fiat of the AlImighty; but
according to the evolutionary hypothesis they evolved out of the inorganic world by a process of natural
development. The Bible represents God as creating plants and animals after their kind, and yielding seed
after their kind, that is, so that they would reproduce their own kind: but the theory of evolution points
to natural forces, resident in nature, leading

to the development of one species out of another. According to the narrative of creation, the vegetable
and animal kingdoms and man were brought forth in a single week; but the hypothesis of evolution
regards them as the product of a gradual development in the course of millions of years. Scripture
pictures man as standing on the highest plane at the beginning of his career, and then descending to
lower levels by the deteriorating influence of sin; the theory of evolution, on the other hand, represents
original man as only slightly different from the brute, and claims that the human race has risen, through
its own inherent powers, to ever higher levels of existence.

c. BRFXRMIENRIIEFEATERE, ARG HE.
The theory of naturalistic evolution is not well established and fails to account for the facts.
The conflict referred to in the preceding would be a serious matter, if the theory of evolution were an
established fact. Some think it is and confidently speak of the dogma of evolution. Others, however,
correctly remind us of the fact that evolution is still only a hypothesis. Even so great a scientist as
Ambrose Fleming says that "the close analysis of the ideas connected with the term Evolution shows
them to be insufficient as a philosophic or scientific solution of the problems of reality and existence."
The very uncertainty which prevails in the camp of the evolutionists is proof positive that evolution is
only a hypothesis. Moreover, it is frankly admitted today by many who still cling to the principle of
evolution that they do not understand its method of operation. It was thought at one time that Darwin
had furnished the key to the whole problem, but that key is now rather generally discarded. The
foundation pillars, on which the Darwinian structure was reared, such as the principle of use and disuse,
the struggle for existence, natural selection, and the transmission of acquired characteristics, have been
removed one after another. Such evolutionists as Weissmann, De Vries, Mendel, and Bateson, all
contributed to the collapse of the Darwinian edifice. Nordenskioeld, in his History of Biology, speaks of
the "dissolution of Darwinism" as an established fact. Dennert calls us to the deathbed of Darwinism,
and O'Toole says, "Darwinism is dead, and no grief of mourners can resuscitate the corpse." Morton
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speaks of "the bankruptcy of evolution," and Price of the "phantom of organic evolution." Darwinism
then, has admittedly failed to explain the origin of species, and evolutionists have not been able to offer
a better explanation. The Mendelian law accounts for variations, but not for the origin of new species. It
really points away from the development of new species by a natural process. Some are of the opinion
that the mutation theory of De Vries or Lloyd Morgan's theory of emergent evolution points the way,
but neither one of these has proved to be a successful explanation of the origin of species by natural
development pure and simple. It is now admitted that the mutants of De Vries are varietal rather than
specific, and cannot be regarded as the beginnings of new species. And Morgan feels constrained to
admit that he cannot explain his emergents without falling back upon some creative power that might
be called God. Morton says:

"The fact is that, besides creation, there is not even a theory of origins to hold the field today."

The hypothesis of evolution fails at several points. It cannot explain the origin of life. Evolutionists
sought its explanation in spontaneous generation, an unproved assumption, which is now discredited. It
is a well established fact in science that life can only come from antecedent life. Further, it has failed
utterly to adduce a single example of one species producing another distinct (organic as distinguished
from varietal) species. Bateson said in 1921: "We cannot see how the differentiation in species came
about. Variations of many kinds, often considerable, we daily witness, but no origin of species. . . .
Meanwhile, though our faith in evolution stands unshaken, we have no acceptable account of the origin
of species." Neither has evolution been able successfully to cope with the problems presented by the
origin of man. It has not even succeeded in proving the physical descent of man from the brute. J. A.
Thomson, author of The Outline of Science and a leading evolutionist, holds that man really never was an
animal, a fierce beastly looking creature, but that the first man sprang suddenly, by a big leap, from the
primate stock into a human being. Much less has it been able to explain the psychical side of man's life.
The human soul, endowed with intelligence, self-consciousness, freedom, conscience, and religious
aspirations, remains an unsolved enigma.

d. BRAEZME R PEELGRD , 7€ (L) KMERE, RZ{E1%.
Theistic evolution is not tenable in the light of Scripture.
Some Christian scientists and theologians seek to harmonize the doctrine of creation, as taught by
Scripture, and the theory of evolution by accepting what they call theistic evolution. It is a protest
against the attempt to eliminate God, and postulates Him as the almighty worker back of the whole
process of development. Evolution is regarded simply as God's method of working in the development
of nature. Theistic evolution really amounts to this, that God created the world (the cosmos) by a
process of evolution, a process of natural development, in which He does not miraculously intervene,
except in cases where this is absolutely necessary. It is willing to admit that the absolute beginning of
the world could only result from a direct creative activity of God; and, if it can find no natural
explanation, will also grant a direct intervention of God in the origination of life and of man. It has been
hailed as Christian evolution, though there is not necessarily anything Christian about it. Many,
otherwise opposed to the theory of evolution, have welcomed it, because it recognizes God in the
process and is supposed to be compatible with the Scriptural doctrine of creation. Hence it is freely
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taught in churches and Sunday Schools. As a matter of fact, however, it is a very dangerous hybrid. The
name is a contradiction in terms, for it is neither theism nor naturalism, neither creation nor evolution in
the accepted sense of the terms. And it does not require a great deal of penetration to see that Dr.
Fairhurst is right

in his conviction "that theistic evolution destroys the Bible as the inspired book of authority as
effectively as does atheistic evolution." Like naturalistic evolution it teaches that it required millions of
years to produce the present habitable world; and that God did not create the various species of plants
and animals, and that, so that they produced their own kind; that man, at least on his physical side, is a
descendant of the brute and therefore began his career on a low level; that there has been no fall in the
Biblical sense of the word, but only repeated lapses of men in their upward course; that sin is only a
weakness, resulting from man's animal instincts and desires, and does not constitute guilt; that
redemption is brought about by the ever-increasing control of the higher element in man over his lower
propensities; that miracles do not occur, either in the natural or in the spiritual world; that regeneration,
conversion, and sanctification are simply natural psychological changes, and so on. In a word, it is a
theory that is absolutely subversive of Scripture truth.

Some Christian scholars of the present day feel that Bergson's theory of Creative Evolution commends
itself to those who do not want to leave God out of consideration. This French philosopher assumes an
élan vital, a vital impulse in the world, as the ground and animating principle of all life. This vital
principle does not spring from matter, but is rather the originating cause of matter. It pervades matter,
overcomes its inertia and resistance by acting as a living force on that which is essentially dying, and
ever creates, not new material, but new movements adapted to ends of its own, and thus creates very
much as the artist creates. It is directive and purposive and yet, though conscious, does not work
according to a preconceived plan, however that may be possible. It determines evolution itself as well as
the direction in which evolution moves. This ever creating life, "of which every individual and every
species is an experiment," is Bergson's God, a God who is finite, who is limited in power, and who is
seemingly impersonal, though Hermann says that "we shall, perhaps, not go far wrong in believing that
he will be 'the ideal tendency of things' made personal." Haas speaks of Bergson as a vitalistic pantheist
rather than a theist. At any rate, his God is a God that is wholly within the world. This view may have a
special appeal for the modern liberal theologian, but is even less in harmony with the narrative of
creation than theistic evolution.

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

1. Whatis the real alternative to the doctrine of creation?

Wherein lies the importance of the doctrine of creation?

3. Should the first chapters of Genesis be allowed to have any bearing on the scientific study of the
origin of things?

N
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11.

Does the Bible in any way determine the time when the world was created?
What extremes should be avoided as to the relation of God and the world to each other?

Should the Bible always be interpreted in harmony with widely accepted scientific theories?

What is the status of the hypothesis of evolution in the scientific world today?
What is the characteristic element in the Darwinian theory of evolution?
How do you account for its widespread repudiation at the present time?

mechanistic view of the universe?

In what respect is theistic evolution an improvement over naturalistic evolution?
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. How does Bergson's Creative Evolution or the Neo-vitalism of Hans Driesch affect the
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fLEEE €

VI. PROVIDENCE
(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 165-178.)

Christian theism is opposed to both a deistic separation of God from the world and a pantheistic
confusion of God with the world. Hence the doctrine of creation is immediately followed by that of
providence, in which the Scriptural view of God's relation to the world is clearly defined. While the term
"providence" is not found in Scripture, the doctrine of providence is nevertheless eminently Scriptural.
The word is derived from the Latin providentia, which corresponds to the Greek pronoia. These words
mean primarily prescience or foresight, but gradually acquired other meanings. Foresight is associated,
on the one hand, with plans for the future, and on the other hand, with the actual realization of these
plans. Thus the word "providence" has come to signify the provision which God makes for the ends of
His government, and the preservation and government of all His creatures. This is the sense in which it is
now generally used in theology, but it is not the only sense in which theologians have employed it.
Turretin defines the term in its widest sense as denoting (1) foreknowledge, (2) foreordination, and (3)
the efficacious administration of the things decreed. In general usage, however, it is now generally
restricted to the last sense.

A. EHEF# . Wk PROVIDENCE IN GENERAL
1. EHEFFBAIFE L. History of the Doctrine of Providence.

a. Y EEILE #E . Epicurean View, Stoic View vs. the Christian Church.

With its doctrine of providence the Church took position against both, the Epicurean notion that
the world is governed by chance, and the Stoic view that it is ruled by fate. From the very start
theologians took the position that God preserves and governs the world. However, they did not always
have an equally absolute conception of the divine control of all things. Due to the close connection
between the two, the history of the doctrine of providence follows in the main that of the doctrine of
predestination.

b. FHAZ(XZ. Early Church Fathers.

The earliest Church Fathers present no definite views on the subject. In opposition to the Stoic
doctrine of fate and in their desire to guard the holiness of God, they sometimes over-emphasized the
free will of man, and to that extent manifested a tendency to deny the absolute providential rule of God
with respect to sinful actions.

c. BEHHTT . Augustine.
Augustine led the way in the development of this doctrine. Over against the doctrines of fate
and chance, he stressed the fact that all things are preserved and governed by the sovereign, wise, and
beneficent will of God. He made no reservations in connection with the providence of God, but
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maintained the control of God over the good and the evil that is in the world alike. By defending the
reality of second causes, he safeguarded the holiness of God and upheld the responsibility of man.

d. HdE . Middle Ages.
During the Middle Ages there was very little controversy on the subject of divine providence.
Not a single council expressed itself on this doctrine. The prevailing view was that of Augustine, which
subjected everything to the will of God. This does not mean, however, that there were no dissenting
Views.

e. AFAELHFIA] T8, Pelagianism and Semi-Pelagianism.
Pelagianism limited providence to the natural life, and excluded the ethical life. And Semi-
Pelagians moved in the same direction, though they did not all go equally far.

f. Pt FZEZEE A, Scholastics: Thomas Aquinas and Duns Scotus.

Some of the Scholastics considered the conservation of God as a continuation of His creative
activity, while others made a real distinction between the two. Thomas Aquinas' doctrine of divine
providence follows in the main that of Augustine, and holds that the will of God, as determined by His
perfections, preserves and governs all things; while Duns Scotus and such Nominaltists as Biel and
Occam made everything dependent on the arbitrary will of God. This was a virtual introduction of the
rule of chance.

g SEHOE: EE1E, JNEI L. Reformers: Luther and Calvin.

The Reformers on the whole subscribed to the Augustinian doctrine of divine providence,
though they differed somewhat in details. While Luther believed in general providence, he does not
stress God's preservation and government of the world in general as much as Calvin does. He considers
the doctrine primarily in its soteriological bearings.

h., &R JE FEFELFTK & FEF . Socinians and Arminians.
Socinians and Arminians, though not both to the same degree, limited the providence of God by
stressing the independent power of man to initiate action and thus to control his life. The control of the
world was really taken out of the hands of God, and given into the hands of man.

i L HUHAS: EARMEREL M. 18™ and 19" Centuries: Deism and Pantheism.

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries providence was virtually ruled out by a Deism which

represented God as withdrawing Himself from the world after the work of creation; and by a Pantheism

which identified God and the world, obliterated the distinction between creation and providence, and

denied the reality of second causes. And while Deism may now be considered as a thing of the past, its

view of the control of the world is continued in the position of natural science that the world is
controlled by an ironclad system of laws.
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j. BARHE#EIRME:, Modern Liberal Theology.
And modern liberal theology, with its pantheistic conception of the immanence of God, also
tends to rule out the doctrine of divine providence.

2. EBH B4 THE IDEA OF PROVIDENCE

Providence may be defined as that continued exercise of the divine energy whereby the Creator
preserves all His creatures, is operative in all that comes to pass in the world, and directs all things to
their appointed end. This definition indicates that there are three elements in providence, namely,
preservation (conservatio, sustentatio), concurrence or cooperation (concursus, co-operatio), and
government (gubernatio). Calvin, the Heidelberg Catechism, and some of the more recent dogmaticians
(Dabney, the Hodges, Dick, Shedd, McPherson) speak of only two elements, namely, preservation and
government. This does not mean, however, that they want to exclude the element of concurrence but
only that they regard it as included in the other two as indicating the manner in which God preserves
and governs the world. McPherson seems to think that only some of the great Lutheran theologians
adopted the threefold division; but in this he is mistaken, for it is very common in the works of Dutch
dogmaticians from the seventeenth century on (Mastricht, a Marck, De Moor, Brakel, Francken, Kuyper,
Bavinck, Vos, Honig). They departed from the older division, because they wanted to give the element of
concurrence greater prominence, in order to guard against the dangers of both Deism and Pantheism.
But while we distinguish three elements in providence, we should remember that these three are never
separated in the work of God. While preservation has reference to the being, concurrence to the activity,
and government to the guidance of all things, this should never be understood in an exclusive sense. In
preservation there is also an element of government, in government an element of concursus, and in
concursus an element of preservation. Pantheism does not distinguish between creation and providence,
but theism stresses a twofold distinction: (a) Creation is the calling into existence of that which did not
exist before, while providence continues or causes to continue what has already been called into
existence. (b) In the former there can be no cooperation of the creature with the Creator, but in the
latter there is a concurrence of the first Cause with second causes. In Scripture the two are always kept
distinct.

3. B BT A (R B MISCONCEPTIONS CONCERNING THE NATURE OF PROVIDENCE

a. PHEHE ARSI . Limiting it to prescience or prescience plus foreordination.

This limitation is found in some of the early Church Fathers. The fact is, however, that when we
speak of the providence of God, we generally have in mind neither His prescience nor His foreordination,
but simply His continued activity in the world for the realization of His plan. We realize that this cannot
be separated from His eternal decree, but also feel that the two can and should be distinguished. The
two have often been distinguished as immanent and transeunt providence.
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b. HARMERIIFEIE 2. The deistic conception of divine providence.

According to Deism God's concern with the world is not universal, special and perpetual, but
only of a general nature. At the time of creation He imparted to all His creatures certain inalienable
properties, placed them under invariable laws, and left them to work out their destiny by their own
inherent powers. Meanwhile He merely exercises a general oversight, not of the specific agents that
appear on the scene, but of the general laws which He has established. The world is simply a machine
which God has put in motion, and not at all a vessel which He pilots from day to day. This deistic
conception of providence is characteristic of Pelagianism, was adopted by several Roman Catholic
theologians, was sponsored by Socinianism, and was only one of the fundamental errors of Arminianism.
It was clothed in a philosophic garb by the Deists of the eighteenth century, and appeared in a new form
in the nineteenth century, under the influence of the theory of evolution and of natural science, with its
strong emphasis on the uniformity of nature as controlled by an inflexible system of ironclad laws.

(c.) ZHEmAI7E L EI & . The pantheistic view of divine providence.

Pantheism does not recognize the distinction between God and the world. It either idealistically
absorbs the world in God, or materialistically absorbs God in the world. In either case it leaves no room
for creation and also eliminates providence in the proper sense of the word. It is true that Pantheists
speak of providence, but their so-called providence is simply identical with the course of nature, and this
is nothing but the self-revelation of God, a self-revelation that leaves no room for the independent
operation of second causes in any sense of the word. From this point of view the supernatural is
impossible, or, rather, the natural and the supernatural are identical, the consciousness of free personal
self-determination in man is a delusion, moral responsibility is a figment of the imagination, and prayer
and religious worship are superstition. Theology has always been quite careful to ward off the dangers
of Pantheism, but during the last century this error succeeded in entrenching itself in a great deal of
modern liberal theology under the guise of the doctrine of the immanence of God.

4. b EETE %% THE OBJECTS OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE

a.  (EEE) fEETT AR : MY L.

The teachings of Scripture on this point. The Bible clearly teaches God's providential control

(1) FHI#EEE ., over the universe at large.
& Ps. 103:19
HERI AR R BT g g e M REW (R RED BiE B A

The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules over all.

{H Dan. 5:25
reEmxsye: @, M, #EH, SEHEH.

"This is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN+F25 ARAMAIC "UPARSIN" (THAT IS, "AND PARSIN")+E
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# Eph. 1:11
MW EM IS (8/E: ) THE, BREFMECRET. MEFN, BEMHE R
it TH & 1,

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the
purpose of his will,

(2) Y& 5. over the physical world.
{1 Job 37:5, 10
M WK E R, AT RE, RMARREE.
POIE SRR UK s RLRE 2 KO A RE A .
5 God's voice thunders in marvelous ways; he does great things beyond our understanding.
10 The breath of God produces ice, and the broad waters become frozen.

=5 Ps. 104:14
g EER, BHNEL, FXEREE, A ANH, FARMBMEREEYD,

He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for man to cultivate-- bringing forth food from the earth:

=% Ps. 135:6
A HFELERLE, AT, £8P, £—VUVUHNEE, BHEECHWESRINIT .

The LORD does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths.

K Matt. 5:45
EEMATDERMRSOE F:, RAMY HEBEGT AN, BT N, BRWARAN, WHEAD
FE RN

that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous.

(3) B Jt. over the brute creation.

+F Ps. 104:21, 28

Aoy, ZEANE, MM EKREY.

R& A, MmMERmER: RKRF, MmMBERa.

21 The lions roar for their prey and seek their food from God.
28 When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things.

K Matt. 6:26
mMEBREPWRE, WA, AR, BABEBSEEE, KM EEIEMH. K
MALRE&GEEE L E?

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
much more valuable than they?

K Matt. 10:29
MIEMENREHE DR FE? NP IAHE, —HMEAGEELE L,

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny ? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.
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(4) 5B . over the affairs of nations.
11 Job 12:23
A A I B L RE TSR W A AE R B OBA R T 9B % .

He makes nations great, and destroys them; he enlarges nations, and disperses them.

5F Ps. 22:28
DRl 4 B M 2 B RO 3E () A 2 FE B B 1.

for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations.

&% Ps. 66:7
R R ER, HAKkiE. MMMOREBEERH L, FEOARTAEHE. CHAHD

He rules forever by his power, his eyes watch the nations-- let not the rebellious rise up against him. "Selah"

1€ Acts 17:26

fis e — A& CHHBELR) & W& KA, FaE2mE, It H % E &AM MR & R AP
i 58 7,

From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and
the exact places where they should live.

(5) N A, BEAA [ driE . over man's birth and lot in life.

f k. 1sam. 16:1

O An S Mt B3 : B EREMED QI T, R AMIEE KR ? K& E WS
WA, REEMREMAIEANTFBEMAL; HAEARAMRFZN, HE —M®IEILZNK.

The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, since | have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil
and be on your way; | am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. | have chosen one of his sons to be king."

=% ps. 139:16
EAREEMN®EE, RPIBREEEFRT:, KA EMWH T, BWMEAE —H (53#E: REERN
B MABERX ), METERKMET .

your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

%% Isa. 45:5
HAIMME, ARUSEREHNM:, BRTRUIIBFBRE M. REEASZEHKZ, D HIK
WO

| am the LORD, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God. | will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me,

i Gal. 1:15, 16

AT W & -0 5 [ SN 7 s S s = T

BE 2% 48 ot 5 Bioon fE R0 A, B AR S AE AN N, RO R A BB IR R AR
&,

15 But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that | might
preach him among the Gentiles, | did not consult any man,
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(6) NAEIAME . over the outward successes and failures of men's lives.
w4 Ps.75:6,7

DR % SR ARG B, AEAEVE, B4 R 2k .

MefH s e ABER, B AAE.

6 No one from the east or the west or from the desert can exalt a man. 7 But it is God who judges: He brings one down, he exalts
another.

# Luke 1:52
ol A RE RS B 25 AL, M BROBR TR R

He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble.

(7) FLTARARBEL NI 1S - over things seemingly accidental or insignificant.
% Prov. 16:33
WOBCAEAE A, E P o R R

The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.

K Matt. 10:30
b o [ O = LA G

And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

(8) frR##F N . in the protection of the righteous.
#F Ps. 4:8
oo 2 SRR ME R, R A& B A Uk — HF A 2 R AR E

I will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety

&% Ps. 5:12
Kl 25 Uk b B 4 B 38 N5 BR A EE N, R o6 FOBEE 4o R S R DY I RE AT A .

For surely, O LORD, you bless the righteous; you surround them with your favor as with a shield.

&% Ps. 63:8
BOBBRMINBER: ROAFHRFR.

My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.

5% Ps. 121:3
i 06 S Y PR HE B s LR RE R B R TR

He will not let your foot slip-- he who watches over you will not slumber;

4% Rom. 8:28
RMEBAERAEMHUND, WEHMHAESRE, A KMEEW AN,

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

(9) HEJE 7% TR FEE . in supplying the wants of God's people.
£l Gen. 22:8, 14
MR FE#R: LA, ML ECTEBEEEREMNELS. REZANFEAT.
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R FELE BT REAMEBMEDH(EEREHRMELHEMFANIL), HHSHAE
A AR HE RN EE L o o OTH M

8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together.
14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be
provided."

FH Deut. 8:3
il 5 R AR, AR AR BIL AR, B R R UR B RE BT R R R S R B A RS, AR EnGE, ANWEE AR
MY, JyRSER R OB — ).

He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach
you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.

JHE Phil. 4:19
TR who B M SRR R, AEEEHRER A, EARM D) M AR R A

And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.

(10) B35 HIE 78 . in giving answers to prayer.

i E 1Sam. 1:19

WHER, hkesg, EHMEmATHRAE, RENH. 8 T8, DR NEMZRER
G5, HB ORI RE % RE

Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah lay with
Hannah his wife, and the LORD remembered her.

% Isa. 20:5, 6

DLt B N 6 B P A B2 iy |, P s iR K, IR E M

MEE, BWE -HHERLE: B, RMEIMERN, H2 KM MR DR E LML K
ROH, Ak FRAM B BE Uk R e 2

5 Those who trusted in Cush and boasted in Egypt will be afraid and put to shame. 6 In that day the people who live on this coast

will say, 'See what has happened to those we relied on, those we fled to for help and deliverance from the king of Assyria!l How then
can we escape?'”

fX_E 11 Chron. 33:13

fib A #5 HR A A, HRORD K g fo oA MR AT SR, 3R U Al B9 A S, A0 A 3 el HR B% A, Ak E
Br o 5 PH I A A0 IE MEBRHR AN RO M

And when he prayed to him, the LORD was moved by his entreaty and listened to his plea; so he brought him back to Jerusalem
and to his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD is God.

&% Ps. 65:2
WE R W, FLA AR R AR B R kAR .

O you who hear prayer, to you all men will come.

K Matt. 7:7
R R, s, =8, a3 R W, A IR B .

"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.

# Luke 18:7, 8
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MR ER AL, MR/ BME T 2R, B ARG MM EE?
LR, ERPROAEMMAE T R, AT ARKRMRK, B5 R EAEEE?
7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off ?

8 | tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"

and

(11) B EEE % N, in the exposure and punishment of the wicked.
a5 Ps.7:12,13

EANAEGE, g gwn g, S0 R, HEEZET .

fib At TE T ORON 1A B Al AT S R KT .

12 If he does not relent, he will sharpen his sword; he will bend and string his bow.
13 He has prepared his deadly weapons; he makes ready his flaming arrows.

#F Ps. 11:6
fil B ON R AT A AR . A Bk R L BAVE ., AR AR AR i A

On the wicked he will rain fiery coals and burning sulfur; a scorching wind will be their lot.

b. — MBI RERL . General and special providence.

Theologians generally distinguish between general and special providence, the former denoting
God's control of the universe as a whole, and the latter, His care for each part of it in relation to the
whole. These are not two kinds of providence, but the same providence exercised in two different
relations. The term "special providence," however, may have a more specific connotation, and in some
cases refers to God's special care for His rational creatures. Some even speak of a very special
providence (providentia specialissima) with reference to those who stand in the special relationship of
sonship to God. Special providences are special combinations in the order of events, as in the answer to
prayer, in deliverance out of trouble, and in all instances in which grace and help come in critical
circumstances.

c. MHERFRPERIIRIE. The denial of special providence.

There are those who are willing to admit a general providence, an administration of the world under
a fixed system of general laws, but deny that there is also a special providence in which God concerns
Himself with the details of history, the affairs of human life, and particularly the experiences of the
righteous. Some hold that God is too great to concern Himself with the smaller things of life, while
others maintain that He simply cannot do it, since the laws of nature bind His hands, and therefore smile
significantly when they hear of God's answering man's prayers. Now it need not be denied that the
relation of special providence to the uniform laws of nature constitutes a problem. At the same time it
must be said that it involves a very poor, superficial, and unbiblical view of God to say that He does not
and cannot concern Himself with the details of life, cannot answer prayer, give relief in emergencies, or
intervene miraculously in behalf of man. A ruler that simply laid down certain general principles and
paid no attention to particulars, or a business man who failed to look after the details of his business,
would soon come to grief. The Bible teaches that even the minutest details of life are of divine ordering.
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In connection with the question, whether we can harmonize the operation of the general laws of nature
and special providence, we can only point to the following:

(1) The laws of nature should not be represented as powers of nature absolutely controlling all
phenomena and operations. They are really nothing more than man's, often deficient, description of the
uniformity in variety discovered in the way in which the powers of nature work.

(2) The materialistic conception of the laws of nature as a close-knit system, acting independently of
God and really making it impossible for Him to interfere in the course of the world, is absolutely wrong.
The universe has a personal basis, and the uniformity of nature is simply the method ordained by a
personal agent.

(3) The so-called laws of nature produce the same effects only if all the conditions are the same. Effects
are not generally the results of a single power, but of a combination of natural powers. Even a man can
vary the effects by combining one power of nature with some other power or powers, while yet each
one of these powers works in strict accordance with its laws. And if this is possible for man, it is infinitely
more possible for God. By all kinds of combinations He can bring about the most varied results.

B. S5 4£-FE PRESERVATION

1. IRERIZZBRIARIR. Basis for the Doctrine of Preservation.

Proof for the doctrine of preservation is both direct and inferential.

a. H¥FESE. Direct proof.
The divine preservation of all things is clearly and explicitly taught in several passages of Scripture.
The following are but a few of the many passages that might be mentioned:

H1 Deut. 33:12

am (5 PR AR . HEOAN HE BT BE BR M A [B)CHR R HE 22 AR JE A . HE R HE A% O OB AR A, W fE 7E i N R
Z

About Benjamin he said: "Let the beloved of the LORD rest secure in him, for he shields him all day long, and the one the LORD
loves rests between his shoulders."

i Deut. 33:25-28

PRI CFIMakfE: #) B2#@M, . MW HE FwM, R0 EHE 00 f.

R M, WAL MK. hAaEKR, RERS, BHLBRE, B3 E.

KAR MEREE Mk A B BEE AR o fih fE R BT B puE, B Bk B .
Dl sl W EAE; MESMNAFEBRE AR BE . M0 KB HEE-.
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25 The bolts of your gates will be iron and bronze, and your strength will equal your days. 26 "There is no one like the God of
Jeshurun, who rides on the heavens to help you and on the clouds in his majesty. 27 The eternal God is your refuge, and
underneath are the everlasting arms. He will drive out your enemy before you, saying, 'Destroy him!' 28 So Israel will live in safety
alone; Jacob's spring is secure in a land of grain and new wine, where the heavens drop dew.

Bk 1sam. 2:9
b REBRWE, TEAEERDHERAAS, ANBAGE HESB.

He will guard the feet of his saints, but the wicked will be silenced in darkness. "It is not by strength that one prevails;

JE Neh. 9:6
i, MEBmK LI ME RiETRAMRKLEHR, Y REMESR, i EWEY, & RE
HRTE R B AR R AR BT R AF . R EE A ACFE R .

You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it,
the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.

=% Ps. 107:9
BB ERASLmE, FOMUBMANEMRED.

for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.

55 Ps.127:1

(FrE#EMEiT2w. > HEARIMERIEFE, BEMWARERS I A2 MEF
SEOOM, E ST RN AR R R

Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in
vain.

=% ps. 145:14, 15
JUBL B ), HR R0 HE R A M B RE, LB R R, AR MR .
BIRAEEMER, RIERLGMLMED.

14 The LORD upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down. 15 The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their
food at the proper time.

K Matt. 10:29
MEAMENREE R FE? ZERRPOIAHE, —HEAEEAE L,

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny ? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.

fiE Acts 17:28
WM A, BVE. AW, BAETAM . S RMAERR, A AN IR W R T AR

'For in him we live and move and have our being." As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.’

74 Col. 1:17
fth 76 8 A5 2 SE ;s WA RS b T .

He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

A& Heb. 1:3
fi e AT, EHAMMOESR, FHMOERNGASEEES. kT T AN
S, MMBTEES KRERENLIE.
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The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he
had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

Very numerous are the passages that speak of the Lord as preserving His people, such as,

A1 Gen. 28:15
FWEREE. IRERAAETEE, ROHEER, BREFBREM, #EAEER, HI LK
4T 1A AR BT R .

I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and | will bring you back to this land. | will not leave you until | have done
what | have promised you."

£ Gen. 49:24
{H Al () 5 45 95 BRAE ., M T ELEE. B RE UG MR E, BLE AWM e — e S
) K fE & .

But his bow remained steady, his strong arms stayed limber, because of the hand of the Mighty One of Jacob, because of the
Shepherd, the Rock of Israel,

H Ex. 14:29, 30

DAt 51 AR AE i b S M K FE M R S AR T E .

BOH . HR M HEIE BR IR B UL B B N B BE R 2 NI T, LB B N R R R e NI AE e A AR I IR
I

29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 30 That day the LORD
saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore.

Hi Deut. 1:30, 31

FE R AM BT AT R OHR AN — AR R o A AR M S B, IR 0 A AR R & R BE BF L AR AR M IR AT
BT AT B — kK

PR 7 B BF BT AT R B% B, W RER R E— IR s AR, WA N R R T
AR A AR 2 I8 T .

30 The LORD your God, who is going before you, will fight for you, as he did for you in Egypt, before your very eyes, 31 and in the

desert. There you saw how the LORD your God carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way you went until you reached this
place."

&K 1l Chron. 20:15, 17

fs 5. MR AN B EARKER, MAYEE, RMGE. BMESKRMOER: A
THEREREER B ABRAETIRM, BET #H.

GO FOHR PR HLA N, B RARMAE FE, MM E, FEHMNEX/RMETKE. &
TR, AR . W HE W L E, R A HE A B R P R AE .

15 He said: "Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the LORD says to you: 'Do not be
afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God's. 17 You will not have to fight this battle. Take

up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the LORD will give you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the LORD will be with you." "

1A Job 1:10
R AN DY TR B AR, WA — )T RS2 A T ORT R ER ZR AR BS AR
fin ) K & W E M b1 £
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Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that
his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land.

1 Job 36:7
fh B W B BE N, M A E FE AR R, gkiE R B

He does not take his eyes off the righteous; he enthrones them with kings and exalts them forever.

#F Ps. 31:20
R b 8 At A B AE UK THD AT RO BE B R, B R NI EE R s IR 6 WG WG o OR SF AR M E = P R,
B 0 ENFRE.

In the shelter of your presence you hide them from the intrigues of men; in your dwelling you keep them safe from accusing tongues

&% Ps.32:6
At FLEE RN EBE R T & R OR B AR S R . K K2 B R B i, 0 R BE B A A8 A .

Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found; surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him.

& Ps. 34:15,17, 19

HR AN % g MR H A B A /9 B Je 55 AP 0 1R oK .
FNMER, HOOM R R T, oAl AP M Bk — U0 R
BANZH A, HEAERMREEE D,

15 The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their cry;

17 The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles.
19 A righteous man may have many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from them all;

& Ps. 37:15, 17, 19, 20

AP Y ) 6 RN H s AR ) S 2 B AT B .

R 8 N R B B b B AT B (HER R EE R AR RN .

fs M fE SR R AR EMW, EHEKH T LE8EL.

BMNANE . ERM B UM ER R CERE: BREM R R o MM W,
S0 A U

15 But their swords will pierce their own hearts, and their bows will be broken. 17 for the power of the wicked will be broken, but the

LORD upholds the righteous. 19 In times of disaster they will not wither; in days of famine they will enjoy plenty. 20 But the wicked
will perish: The LORD's enemies will be like the beauty of the fields, they will vanish--vanish like smoke.

#¥ Ps.91:1,3,4,7,9, 10, 14

FrEESHREEN, LAEERENET.

il 0s U M B TSy N RO A AR RN R E R R R .

s FE O B R R B AR AR B R T s A B AR R KRN BB R .

HEA T NAMEFE R 55 358, B NAMBIE R A &, & KA A SRR R

HR A0 2 e 3K H B HE T . IR OOR 2 s E E AR E T

O A BRI AR, SCHE A R AR IR B IR A

PO PR R i B 2 IR, ROl E R RAb s B A A ki IR 44, RS % B AR R .

1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 3 Surely he will save you from the fowler's
snare and from the deadly pestilence. 4 He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness
will be your shield and rampart. 7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. 9 If

you make the Most High your dwelling-- even the LORD, who is my refuge-- 10 then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come
near your tent. 14 "Because he loves me," says the LORD, "I will rescue him; | will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.
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#F Ps.121:3,4,7,8

fib 0o AN BU AR R B OR TR B A 4T B

T o UL B, AN AT B AN B SR

HR A0 2 2 LR G AR, S — VDR SCF b B OR WE AR A 1 A .

PR AR, HE N B ORGE AR A I BB K E .

3 He will not let your foot slip-- he who watches over you will not slumber; 4 indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber

nor sleep. 7 The LORD will keep you from all harm-- he will watch over your life; 8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.

&% Ps.125:1, 2
(FfT2&F. ) BEIMERN NTHSH %L, KABE.
SOl E R A ER R A, HR ORI HE L MR OER B AR A m ok, AR E OB KE .

1 Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures forever. 2 As the mountains surround
Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people both now and forevermore.

£ 1s. 40:11
G N EECHER, ABEEREELEHREEF, BB EWAENER.

He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that
have young.

% Is. 43:2

R K a8, R AR E E R IVDE, KL AEE AR R KT AT, DR
B, Kt AZELERT E.

When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When
you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.

£ 1s. 63:9
AR = ) I S SR (A 1 1 N | A S N (T T O e 7 < L s I L =l L |
L P =i ol N S A 7 O A 3 - L G

In all their distress he too was distressed, and the angel of his presence saved them. In his love and mercy he redeemed them; he
lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

HE Jer. 30:7, 8, 11

AR DO H /K, MH AL, 8 A R Rk, (E A0 B R AR

EEHEZHEMENR . FMH, RLRFEHE LB MR, AHMOAER: B ANAG
TR A Al AT R B

S N T S0 7 9 ' S (2 3 T o< O O = AR 1 N7 N 9 (1 R
Bl Z W BORIR, MARATIR (AFIR: EUIRAEIE) o BRI M ERMB.

7 How awful that day will be! None will be like it. It will be a time of trouble for Jacob, but he will be saved out of it. 8 " 'In that day,’
declares the LORD Almighty, 'l will break the yoke off their necks and will tear off their bonds; no longer will foreigners enslave them.

11 I am with you and will save you,' declares the LORD. 'Though | completely destroy all the nations among which | scatter you, |
will not completely destroy you. | will discipline you but only with justice; | will not let you go entirely unpunished.’

% Ezek. 34:11, 12, 15, 16
FHEHAMEDMHR: HFW, RLFEASHEBBE, BHhMERE.
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MANEEHFNHEME FEKSRMBIOE, RO2BRESEINWE. EEFAEFZTEBENA
1 QS S A A i A T R (L

TOHR RN EE R . IR B B AE IR E RN, AR A DL G BA .

KRR, Rk, BEM, RLERE,; XHEH, RLMEE, AHKO, RLBH: HE
iU S R VA S G A 3 /A 1

11 " 'For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: | myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 12 As a shepherd looks after
his scattered flock when he is with them, so will | look after my sheep. | will rescue them from all the places where they were
scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 15 | myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD.

16 | will search for the lost and bring back the strays. | will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong
I will destroy. | will shepherd the flock with justice.

{H Dan. 12:1
WE, RHEBRABZRMORMER (EX2Z2KRE) Kinghphaikk, HAE KERHE, ®F
Bl LAk BB LRy, RABHK. MABRBAOKRS, LLeskAEMER, 015K,

"At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not
happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people--everyone whose name is found written in the book--
will be delivered.

oi Zech. 2:5
HRORT 2 50 . 3B R BB B B OA DU B 0 o, 0 B MR L i R

And | myself will be a wall of fire around it," declares the LORD, 'and | will be its glory within.'

#& Luke 21:18
SR, R MR EE B R

But not a hair of your head will perish.

KA | Cor. 10:13
M pTiE R, EE ARSI, MEEEMN, ©ANMARMZKEERFG
s el R, AEARMBE — B H X, AR MEE R EE.

No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you
can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.

1R | Pet. 3:12
KA, TRHREBHEAN;, TRHHEMMAOFE. BEATER N, A MEE.

For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the LORD is against those
who do evil."

% Rev. 3:10
REFEFRADMAIE, RLAEE KT N0, #5K % 2R

Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, | will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the
whole world to test those who live on the earth.

b. [H#EHEH . Inferential proof.

The idea of divine preservation follows from the doctrine of the sovereignty of God. This can only be
conceived of as absolute; but it would not be absolute, if anything existed or occurred independently of
His will. It can be maintained only on condition that the whole universe and all that is in it, is in its being
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and action absolutely dependent on God. It follows also from the dependent character of the creature.
It is characteristic of all that is creature, that it cannot continue to exist in virtue of its own inherent
power. It has the ground of its being and continuance in the will of its Creator. Only He who created the
world by the word of His power, can uphold it by His omnipotence.

2. R EERERIEREEIS. The Proper Conception of Divine Preservation.

The doctrine of preservation proceeds on the assumption that all created substances, whether
they be spiritual or material, possess real and permanent existence, distinct from the existence of God,
and have only such active and passive properties as they have derived from God; and that their active
powers have a real, and not merely an apparent, efficiency as second causes, so that they are able to
produce the effects proper to them. Thus it guards against Pantheism, with its idea of a continued
creation, which virtually, if not always expressly, denies the distinct existence of the world, and makes
God the sole agent in the universe. But it does not regard these created substances as self-existent,
since self-existence is the exclusive property of God, and all creatures have the ground of their
continued existence in Him and not in themselves. From this it follows that they continue to exist, not in
virtue of a merely negative act of God, but in virtue of a positive and continued exercise of divine power.
The power of God put forth in upholding all things is just as positive as that exercised in creation. The
precise nature of His work in sustaining all things in being and action is a mystery, though it may be said
that, in His providential operations, He accommodates Himself to the nature of His creatures. With
Shedd we say: "In the material world, God immediately works in and through material properties and
laws. In the mental world, God immediately works in and through the properties of mind. Preservation
never runs counter to creation. God does not violate in providence what He has established in creation."
Preservation may be denned as that continuous work of God by which He maintains the things which He
created, together with the properties and powers with which He endowed them.

3. R LR AERISE R B2 . Erroneous Conceptions of Divine Preservation.

The nature of this work of God is not always properly understood. There are two views of it
which ought to be avoided:

(a) PRAFRSEA AN . Thatitis purely negative.

According to Deism divine preservation consists in this, that God does not destroy the work of His
hands. By virtue of creation God endowed matter with certain properties, placed it under invariable
laws, and then left it to shift for itself, independently of all support or direction from without. This is an
unreasonable, irreligious, and an unbiblical representation. It is unreasonable, because it implies that
God communicated self-subsistence to the creature, while self-subsistence and self-sustenation are
incommunicable properties, which characterize only the Creator. The creature can never be self-
sustaining, but must be upheld from day to day by the almighty power of the Creator. Hence it would
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not require a positive act of omnipotence on the part of God to annihilate created existences. A simple
withdrawal of support would naturally result in destruction. This view is irreligious, because it removes
God so far from His creation that communion with Him becomes a practical impossibility. History plainly
testifies to the fact that it uniformly spells death for religion. It is also unbiblical, since it puts God
altogether outside of His creation, while the Bible teaches us in many passages that He is not only
transcendent but also immanent in the works of His hands.

(b) RAETIAETII A& . That it is a continuous creation.

Pantheism represents preservation as a continuous creation, so that the creatures or second causes
are conceived as having no real or continuous existence, but as emanating in every successive moment
out of that mysterious Absolute which is the hidden ground of all things. Some who were not Pantheists
had a similar view of preservation. Descartes laid the basis for such a conception of it, and Malebranche
pushed this to the farthest extreme consistent with theism. Even Jonathan Edwards teaches it
incidentally in his work on Original Sin, and thus comes dangerously near to teaching Pantheism. Such a
view of preservation leaves no room for second causes, and therefore necessarily leads to Pantheism. It
is contrary to our original and necessary intuitions, which assure us that we are real, self-determining
causes of action, and consequently moral agents. Moreover, it strikes at the very root of free agency,
moral accountability, moral government, and therefore of religion itself. Some Reformed theologians
also use the term "continuous creation," but do not thereby mean to teach the doctrine under
consideration. They simply desire to stress the fact that the world is maintained by the same power
which created it. In view of the the fact that the expression is liable to misunderstanding, it is better to
avoid it.

C. [FI 584 5% CONCURRENCE

1 [TFRR#A] OBS, B (EZ) R,

The Idea of Divine Concurrence and Scriptural Proof for It.

a. EFRULAERE. Definition and explanation.

Concurrence may be defined as the cooperation of the divine power with all subordinate powers,
according to the pre-established laws of their operation, causing them to act and to act precisely as they
do. Some are inclined to limit its operation, as far as man is concerned, to human actions that are
morally good and therefore commendable; others, more logically, extend it to actions of every kind. It
should be noted at the outset that this doctrine implies two things:

(1) That the powers of nature do not work by themselves, that is, simply by their own inherent power,
but that God is immediately operative in every act of the creature. This must be

maintained in opposition to the deistic position.
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(2) That second causes are real, and not to be regarded simply as the operative power of God. It is only
on condition that second causes are real, that we can properly speak of a concurrence or cooperation of
the First Cause with secondary causes. This should be stressed over against the pantheistic idea that God
is the only agent working in the world.

b. TFHEZEA] 1 (EEE) 3%, Scripture proof for divine concurrence.

The Bible clearly teaches that the providence of God pertains not only to the being but also to the
actions or operations of the creature. The general truth that men do not work independently, but are
controlled by the will of God, appears from several passages of Scripture. Joseph says in Gen. 45:5 that
God rather than his brethren had sent him to Egypt. In Ex. 4:11, 12 the Lord says that He will be with
Moses' mouth and teach him what to say; and in Jos. 11:6 He gives Joshua the assurance that He will
deliver the enemies to Israel. Proverbs 21:1 teaches us that "the king's heart is in the hand of
Jehovah. . .. He turneth it whithersoever He will"; and Ezra 6:22, that Jehovah "had turned the heart of
the king of Assyria" unto Israel. In Deut 8:18 Israel is reminded of the fact that it was Jehovah that gave
it power to get wealth. More particularly, it is also evident from Scripture that there is some kind of
divine cooperation in that which is evil. According to Il Sam. 16:11 Jehovah bade Shimei to curse David.
The Lord also calls the Assyrian "the rod of mine anger, the staff in whose hand is mine indignation," Isa.
10:5. Moreover, He provided for a lying spirit in the mouth of the prophets of Ahab, | Kings 22:20-23.

£l Gen. 45:5
WA, AERATERESINEHAEAR. 82 MWERAMRMUG R, HELELE4EG.

And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent
me ahead of you.

HEx. 4:11, 12
B fE A 3. FESE AW O ? A ADME, BHEER ., B, IRER? 84 2 & — 5 M E
EE 7

AR, RLBIR DA, 58 BRI E S G .
The LORD said to him, "Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it
not I, the LORD? 12 Now go; | will help you speak and will teach you what to say."

# Jos. 11:6
HOA 3E B4 E i e . RA E R AL M E . BB EE, o2 /M A BL s N 4 R
7o R RR BT A M R R B, R KOHE 8 A M G EE R

The LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid of them, because by this time tomorrow | will hand all of them over to Israel, slain. You
are to hamstring their horses and burn their chariots."

& Prov. 21:1
TRy O fE B R B R R, 4 1% BT R K BE R U

The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases.


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Pr+21%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ezr+6%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+8%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Sa+16%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+10%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+10%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ki+22%3A20-23

91

$i Ezra 6:22
BB eEsgthsr BB H,; B &AM 3EMEAMMEK =, DR E OB R Ah M, ERE )
M™MEF, FLLEay M IRE.

For seven days they celebrated with joy the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because the LORD had filled them with joy by changing the
attitude of the king of Assyria, so that he assisted them in the work on the house of God, the God of Israel.

FH Deut. 8:18
REFLSHME-IRK M, HAaBGEMHOOERMBAIRK, & 2B E MW KR HEEE
%L%ﬁ,@éﬁéﬁo

But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he
swore to your forefathers, as it is today.

CF 11Sam. 16:11
KXok EER: REENEFYHEHSREREOMES, MU EEHEMAR? B
il 5C R AR U IR A I8 2 HIE A HE My O At 1) .

David then said to Abishai and all his officials, "My son, who is of my own flesh, is trying to take my life. How much more, then, this
Benjamite! Leave him alone; let him curse, for the LORD has told him to.

%% Isa. 10:5
MR RERBRME, FPEREEOM.

"Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, in whose hand is the club of my wrath!

+ I I Kings 22:20-23
EK%D%*’: Ak 25 51 e i i b AR B B R & B TD MR 78 (E AE AR AR, IR MR At I Bk AR
BE 12 A7 — Ml A s 2, SEAEHR AN EE AT, AR R E SIS AR
HE AN 2 f) b L. R O ATE MR ? Al K, BEAM KGR OPAEG S OE. BMES
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20 And the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to his death there?' "One suggested this, and
another that. 21 Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the LORD and said, 'l will entice him.' 22 " 'By what means?' the LORD
asked. " 'l will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,' he said. " "You will succeed in enticing him," said the
LORD. 'Go and do it.' 23 "So now the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours. The LORD has
decreed disaster for you."

|

2. JEEBEAHISERR . Errors That Should be Avoided.
There are several errors against which we should guard in connection with this doctrine.

a. ARBEIMEIE; EEMEELE, EWIRAREEEEE.
That it consists merely in a general communication of power, without determining the specific
action in any way.
Jesuits, Socinians, and Arminians maintain that the divine concurrence is only a general and
indifferent cooperation, so that it is the second cause that directs the action to its particular end. It is
common alike to all causes, quickening them into action, but in a way that is entirely indeterminate.
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While it stimulates the second cause, it leaves this to determine its own particular kind and mode of
action. But if this were the situation, it would be in the power of man to frustrate the plan of God, and
the First Cause would become subservient to the second. Man would be in control, and there would be
no divine providence.

b. EHER A GRS, FRAAE MEFEN—, EwmiEEErR—E,
That it is of such a nature that man does part of the work and God a part.

The cooperation of God and man is sometimes represented as if it were something like the joint
efforts of a team of horses pulling together, each one doing his part. This is a mistaken view of the
distribution of the work. As a matter of fact each deed is in its entirety both a deed of God and a deed of
the creature. It is a deed of God in so far as there is nothing that is independent of the divine will, and in
so far as it is determined from moment to moment by the will of God. And it is a deed of man in so far as
God realizes it through the self-activity of the creature. There is interpenetration here, but no mutual
limitation.

c. LATHIVE R R BOE VI HI VR B 2 FLHE .

That the work of God and that of the creature in concurrence are coordinate.

This is already excluded by what was said in the preceding. The work of God always has the priority,
for man is dependent on God in all that he does. The statement of Scripture, "Without me ye can do
nothing," applies in every field of endeavor. The exact relation of the two is best indicated in the
following characteristics of the divine concurrence.

3. TFEIEA] BI%FE . Characteristics of the Divine Concurrence.

a. RN, RIRM), AMA RN AR, it b

It is previous and predetermining, not in a temporal but in a logical sense.

There is no absolute principle of self-activity in the creature, to which God simply joins His activity.
In every instance the impulse to action and movement proceeds from God. There must be an influence
of divine energy before the creature can work. It should be noted particularly that this influence does
not terminate on the activity of the creature, but on the creature itself. God causes everything in nature
to work and to move in the direction of a predetermined end. So God also enables and prompts His
rational creatures, as second causes, to function, and that not merely by endowing them with energy in
a general way, but by energizing them to certain specific acts. He worketh all things in all, | Cor. 12:6,
and worketh all things, also in this respect, according to the counsel of His will, Eph. 1:11. He gave Israel
power to get wealth, Deut. 8:18, and worketh in believers both to will and to do according to His good
pleasure, Phil. 2:13. Pelagians and Semi-Pelagians of all kinds are generally willing to admit that the
creature cannot act apart from an influx of divine power, but maintain that this is not so specific that it
determines the character of the action in any way.
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FRAI | Cor. 12:6
A WEE S, AR, ERAMmES T E.

There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.

#F Eph. 1:11
MM A (SE: RO THEHE: BREBMBECRT. MEFEM, WEME =
it TH & 1,

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the
purpose of his will,

F Deut. 8:18

REFC S ME—RE i, RAESEVKADEZMG KRN, & % EE [R5 HEE
PraL g, &5 H-— k.

But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he
swore to your forefathers, as it is today.

JHE Phil. 2:13
Al 2 AR A 5L B AT FEAS & 7R IR M o0 M IE AT, A B R A 1 32 B .

for itis God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

c. WR[FZEEA. Itis also a simultaneous concurrence.

After the activity of the creature is begun, the efficacious will of God must accompany it at every
moment, if it is to continue. There is not a single moment that the creature works independently of the
will and the power of God. It is in Him that we live and move and have our being, Acts 17:28.

4 Acts 17:28
JAM A, BE. AW, AT, S RMAERR, AN MW AT AR,

'For in him we live and move and have our being." As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.'

This divine activity accompanies the action of man at every point, but without robbing man in any way
of his freedom. The action remains the free act of man, an act for which he is held responsible. This
simultaneous concurrence does not result in an identification of the causa prima and the causa secunda.
In a very real sense the operation is the product of both causes. Man is and remains the real subject of
the action. Bavinck illustrates this by pointing to the fact that wood burns, that God only causes it to
burn, but that formally this burning cannot be ascribed to God but only to the wood as subject. It is
evident that this simultaneous action cannot be separated from the previous and predetermining
concurrence, but should be distinguished from it. Strictly speaking it, in distinction from the previous
concurrence, terminates, not on the creature, but on its activity. Since it does not terminate on the
creature, it can in the abstract be interpreted as having no ethical bearings. This explains that the Jesuits
taught that the divine concurrence was simultaneous only, and not previous and predetermining, and
that some Reformed theologians limited the previous concurrence to the good deeds of men, and for
the rest satisfied themselves with teaching a simultaneous concurrence.
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d. ffs, EZEN [FEESE4] o 1tis, finally, an immediate concurrence.

In His government of the world God employs all kinds of means for the realization of His ends; but
He does not so work in the divine concurrence. When He destroys the cities of the plain by fire, this is an
act of divine government in which He employs means. But at the same time it is His immediate
concurrence by which He enables the fire to fall, to burn, and to destroy. So God also works in man in
endowing him with power, in the determination of his actions, and in sustaining his activities all along
the line.

4. [[EIFFEE4 ] B25E. The Divine Concurrence and Sin.

Pelagians, Semi-Pelagians, and Arminians raise a serious objection to this doctrine of providence.
They maintain that a previous concurrence, which is not merely general but predetermines man to
specific actions, makes God the responsible author of sin. Reformed theologians are well aware of the
difficulty that presents itself here, but do not feel free to circumvent it by denying God's absolute
control over the free actions of His moral creatures, since this is clearly taught in Scripture, Gen. 45:5;
50:19,20; Ex. 10:1,20; Il Sam. 16:10,11; Isa. 10:5-7; Acts 2:23; 4:27,28.

£l Gen. 45:5
WA, AERATERESINEHAEAMR. 82 MWERAEMRMUG R, HEHREL24E 6.

And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent
me ahead of you.

A1 Gen. 50:19, 20
HBEHMMER: AEEH, RSEAE  #E?
mwARMHIELRREEER, H MPELERZEFN, EReEHFZ AMMESs, KBS HEHB

19 But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am | in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.

4 Ex. 10:1, 20
BR A3 S BE 7 5. R 2 Wk . B At A A B £ R o0 BT, A EAE A b ) BE R IS b
O,

B HR A0k 22 R 0 WA, ANHE BN L.
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh, for | have hardened his heart and the hearts of his officials so that | may perform
these miraculous signs of mine among them. 20 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let the Israelites go.

T 1nsam. 16:10, 11

Tt B MMAE T, REIRMA MR R VLR 2 F Ay REILE K
i o b, G BRGR R A E B S B AT R ?
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10 But the king said, "What do you and | have in common, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the LORD said to him,
'Curse David," who can ask, 'Why do you do this?' " 11 David then said to Abishai and all his officials, "My son, who is of my own
flesh, is trying to take my life. How much more, then, this Benjamite! Leave him alone; let him curse, for the LORD has told him to.

# lsa. 10:5-7

mRRERERMME, FrhERMMRM.

WEIT H b M BB ER, BRSO A, B AEY, EELED,
M BB, R B £ Ak

R, A RERMER,: oW AERITHE . {68 B, WERADKE.

5 "Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, in whose hand is the club of my wrath! 6 | send him against a godless nation, | dispatch

him against a people who anger me, to seize loot and snatch plunder, and to trample them down like mud in the streets. 7 But this is
not what he intends, this is not what he has in mind; his purpose is to destroy, to put an end to many nations.

4iE Acts 2:23
M BE e ZH I E B RS EAN, KM EERBEANBNTE, BT E+TFRLE, &
T

This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death
by nailing him to the cross.

€ Acts 4:27, 28

mHMAEZW A 2, SN E R, RREEWMERE, LT IRIE W EHE
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B R AR E BT E LA B H.

27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy

servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.

They feel constrained to teach:

(a) that sinful acts are under divine control and occur according to God's predetermination and purpose,
but only by divine permission, so that He does not efficiently cause men to sin, Gen. 45:5; 50:20; Ex.
14:17; Isa. 66:4; Rom. 9:22: Il Thess. 2:11;

£l Gen. 45:5
WE, "ERAERENEHEEZEER. B MZERAEMRMLLGE R, HEMREL G,

And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent
me ahead of you.

£ Gen. 50:20
Eam MR EEEER, H MHERBRERIFN, ERAEHFZ ANES, KBS HEM

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.

$Ex. 14:17
oE A )RR, B J) @ WE, A AR b, DLEC RO N BE R E b B R,

I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And | will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army,
through his chariots and his horsemen.
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% lIsa. 66:4
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so | also will choose harsh treatment for them and will bring upon them what they dread. For when | called, no one answered, when
| spoke, no one listened. They did evil in my sight and chose what displeases me."

ZE Rom. 9:22
fid 5 BRI At () &%, HHEMMWHER, 2 2 Z & &I & FE 48 %8s,

What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath--prepared for
destruction?

Mi4% 1l Thess. 2:2

KB M:. RmAE. A58 ABRENERG, SREMH FHRA (SME: O 371,
ANEE G EL, WA ZEER.

not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of
the LORD has already come.

(b) that God often restrains the sinful works of the sinner, Gen. 3:6; Job 1:12; 2:6; Ps. 76:10; Isa. 10:15:
Acts 7:51;

£l Gen. 3:6

MRLIZNABRBOR FHEEY, WM AKNERE, HEWTEEN, BEANATE X, B
rERFREZ T, XML R, LRz T,

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she
took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

1 Job 1:12
A EHMER: [ LmERNHAERFd;, HEARI M FINERM. | A2 ERER
e AT AR k&

The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger." Then
Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.

{H Job 2:6
HE AN O2E S B(H AR M AE AR R b, W OB A B AR M A

The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his life."

&% Ps. 76:10
NP ZREREMRBRE; NMHR, REEIL,

Surely your wrath against men brings you praise, and the survivors of your wrath are restrained.

% Isa. 10:15
FEHWHMMHERARMBAAR? B M HEME KR? &R GEBERM®, &8
IR AE AR A S

Does the ax raise itself above him who swings it, or the saw boast against him who uses it? As if a rod were to wield him who lifts it
up, or a club brandish him who is not wood!

fi£ Acts 7:51
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"You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit!

and

(c) that God in behalf of His own purpose overrules evil for good, Gen. 50:20; Ps. 76:10; Acts. 3:13.

£i] Gen. 50:20

MEAEMmEE2EFER, B WHEHEREZEMW, EREF 2 A0S, kS HM

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.

% Ps. 76:10
AN EBREREMBEE, NIBERR, fREZL,

Surely your wrath against men brings you praise, and the survivors of your wrath are restrained.

4 Acts 3:13
AR D, MR, mERMAEK M, CORER TMKmEAN (HE: R T
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The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed,
and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go.

This does not mean, however, that they all agree in answering the question, whether there is a direct,
immediate and physical energizing of the active power of the creature, disposing and predetermining it
efficaciously to the specific act, and also enabling it to do that act. Dabney, for instance, while admitting
such a physical concurrence in the lower creation, denies it with respect to free agents. The great
majority, however, maintain it also in the case of free moral beings. Even Dabney agrees that God's
control over all of the acts of His creatures is certain, sovereign, and efficacious; and therefore must,
along with the others, face the question as to the responsibility of God for sin. He gives his conclusion in
the following words: "This, then, is my picture of the providential evolution of God's purpose as to sinful
acts; so to arrange and group events and objects around free agents by his manifold wisdom and power,
as to place each soul, at every step, in the presence of those circumstances, which, He knows, will be a
sufficient objective inducement to it to do, of its own native, free activity, just the thing called for by
God's plan. Thus the act is man's alone, though its occurrence is efficaciously secured by God. And the
sin is man's only. God's concern in it is holy, first, because all His personal agency in arranging to secure
its occurrence was holy; and second, His ends or purposes are holy. God does not will the sin of the act,
for the sake of its sinfulness; but only wills the result to which the act is a means, and that result is
always worthy of His holiness." The vast majority of Reformed theologians, however, maintain the
concursus in question, and seek the solution of the difficulty by distinguishing between the materia and
the forma of the sinful act, and by ascribing the latter exclusively to man. The divine concursus energizes
man and determines him efficaciously to the specific act, but it is man who gives the act its formal
quality, and who is therefore responsible for its sinful character. Neither one of these solutions can be
said to give entire satisfaction, so that the problem of God's relation to sin remains a mystery.
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D. ¥ K% GOVERNMENT
1. P EERAE . Nature of the Divine Government.

The divine government may be defined as that continued activity of God whereby He rules all
things teleologically so as to secure the accomplishment of the divine purpose. This government is not
simply a part of divine providence but, just as preservation and concurrence, the whole of it, but now
considered from the point of view of the end to which God is guiding all things in creation, namely, to
the glory of His name.

a. ¥, BATFHNET, MEE. Itisthe government of God as King of the universe.

In the present day many regard the idea of God as King to be an antiquated Old Testament notion,
and would substitute for it the New Testament idea of God as Father. The idea of divine sovereignty
must make place for that of divine love. This is thought to be in harmony with the progressive idea of
God in Scripture. But it is a mistake to think that divine revelation, as it rises to ever higher levels,
intends to wean us gradually from the idea of God as King, and to substitute for it the idea of God as
Father. This is already contradicted by the prominence of the idea of the Kingdom of God in the
teachings of Jesus. And if it be said that this involves merely the idea of a special and limited kingship of
God, it may be replied that the idea of the Fatherhood of God in the Gospels is subject to the same
restrictions and limitations. Jesus does not teach a universal Fatherhood of God. Moreover, the New
Testament also teaches the universal kingship of God in such passages as Matt. 11:25; Acts 17:24; | Tim.

1:17; 6:15; Rev. 1:6; 19:6. He is both King and Father, and is the source of all authority in heaven and on

earth, the King of kings and the Lord of lords.

K Matt. 11:25
AW, BERERGR . AQRT, KM I, FHEHAR! KB &K IS A I8 @ E AN R R,
M 52 fZ m B R .

At that time Jesus said, "l praise you, Father, LORD of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and
learned, and revealed them to little children.

fiE Acts 17:24
AlEFHME P EDRM, e RMBHOE, BAENTF TGN E,

"The God who made the world and everything in it is the LORD of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.

PERT I Tim. 1:17
HENE ., SREHEBAEMSE. ARER. KW E T, B0, B3 kkiEiE,
[RG:

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

FEHT 1 Tim. 6:15
FTHM, FUHME., BAEERNEEZT. X2 %,
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which God will bring about in his own time--God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and LORD of LORDs,

& Rev. 1:6
NAE R AR, QMM T . HELR. HaEath, B kKRR, M

and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father--to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.

& Rev.19:6
REE RGN ES, RO ES, KEMBES, R: MAKE! WAEE-RMMW
W, ERREEET .

Then | heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah!
For our LORD God Almighty reigns.

b. LWHIEE, JhilG MRS R E YA E .

It is a government adapted to the nature of the creatures which He governs.

In the physical world He has established the laws of nature, and it is by means of these laws that He
administers the government of the physical universe. In the mental world He administers His
government mediately through the properties and laws of mind, and immediately, by the direct
operation of the Holy Spirit. In the government and control of moral agents He makes use of all kinds of
moral influences, such as circumstances, motives, instruction, persuasion, and example, but also works
directly by the personal operation of the Holy Spirit on the intellect, the will, and the heart.

2. P EEERHE. The Extent of This Government.

Scripture explicitly declares this divine government to be universal, Ps. 22:28,29; 103:17-19; Dan.

4:34,35: | Tim. 6:15. It is really the execution of His eternal purpose, embracing all His works from the

beginning, all that was or is or ever shall be. But while it is general, it also descends to particulars. The
most insignificant things, Matt. 10:29-31, that which is seemingly accidental, Prov. 16:33, the good
deeds of men, Phil. 2:13, as well as their evil deeds, Acts 14:16, — they are all under divine control. God
is King of Israel, Isa. 33:22, but He also rules among the nations, Ps. 47:9. Nothing can be withdrawn
from His government.

5% Ps. 22:28, 29

R 2 B OHE A& BR AN Y, fih 2 OB B .

W —VU SR AN M E:, LWTREEPR-—FGANE MmN —#5 2 78 ih [ a7
™ .

28 for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations. 29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go
down to the dust will kneel before him-- those who cannot keep themselves alive.

5% Ps. 103:17-19

HMAMEMEEHEAREMMOAN, REHBEKE; MW ABBLERTFTTFHRRE
b N | A 1< 3 IS IO TR 1 [ Al O N

MAHELE R LT EERE; MOEMN (EXEE) SE®A.
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17 But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children's
children-- 18 with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts. 19 The LORD has established his throne in
heaven, and his kingdom rules over all.

{H Dan. 4:34, 35

Hywmae, R—EBAHFEMBHER, RNEHERRR, REMEEZRmHE, #BEHEY
OB KOE A . A B RE W R K B B9 A i B AE B OE AR
HEFANMERTBE/HELE; AR EMEEMHEMERY, BB CHWEBEITF.
BN RERE AL T, BRI AR, IR EE R 2

34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then | praised the Most
High; | honored and glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to
generation. 35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the
peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: "What have you done?"

LRI 1 Tim. 6:15

FUHM, WM, BAMRME EFZE. B EZE,
which God will bring about in his own time--God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and LORD of LORDs,

K Matt. 10:29-31

A flE B AN R o SR B R AR AR, — WA B AR S

A R AN R BE 52 AR MO T .

Bl A EEA, R 2 R E B E )

29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny ? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. 30 And even
the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.

&% Prov. 16:33
HAE AR, o gk BE RN %

The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.

JHE Phil. 2:13
K ARMILETHFBLEMAEMRMOBEST, HERMMBHEE.

for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

7t Acts 14:16
fib 75 £ AT B AR, AT HE B R AT HoE

In the past, he let all nations go their own way.

% Isa. 33:22
B, BRAIERFEHIRMM, BN ERZARMBEEMR, BMIERRMNGE, ok gk
1 .

For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; it is he who will save us.

¥ Ps. 47:9
FIMMEEREEETARNEZ MPOR. HAMAWEMRZE MWK, iz

The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly
exalted.
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E. JpBRAUZTE, BUFEE EXTRAORDINARY PROVIDENCES OR MIRACLES
1. HEERIAE . The Nature of Miracles.

A distinction is usually made between providentia ordinaria and providentia extraordinaria. In
the former God works through second causes in strict accordance with the laws of nature, though He
may vary the results by different combinations. But in the latter He works immediately or without the
mediation of second causes in their ordinary operation. Says McPherson: "A miracle is something done
without recourse to the ordinary means of production, a result called forth directly by the first cause
without the mediation, at least in the usual way, of second causes." The distinctive thing in the
miraculous deed is that it results from the exercise of the supernatural power of God. And this means, of
course, that it is not brought about by secondary causes that operate according to the laws of nature. If
it were, it would not be supernatural (above nature), that is, it would not be a miracle. If God in the
performance of a miracle did sometimes utilize forces that were present in nature, He used them in a
way that was out of the ordinary, to produce unexpected results, and it was exactly this that constituted
the miracle. Every miracle is above the established order of nature, but we may distinguish different
kinds, though not degrees, of miracles. There are miracles which are altogether above nature, so that
they are in no way connected with am means. But there are also miracles which are contra media, in
which means are employed, but in such a way that something results which is quite different from the
usual result of those means.

2. BRI AT REE. The Possibility of Miracles.

Miracles are objected to especially on the ground that they imply a violation of the laws of
nature. Some seek to escape the difficulty by assuming with Augustine that they are merely exceptions
to nature as we know it, implying that, if we had a fuller knowledge of nature, we would be able to
account for them in a perfectly natural way. But this is an untenable position, since it assumes two
orders of nature, which are contrary to each other. According to the one the oil in the cruse would
decrease, but according to the other it did not diminish; according to the one the loaves would gradually
be consumed, but according to the other they multiplied. It must further suppose that the one system is
superior to the other, for if it were not, there would merely be a collision and nothing would result; but
if it were, it would seem that the inferior order would gradually be overcome and disappear. Moreover,
it robs the miracle of its exceptional character, while yet miracles stand out as exceptional events on the
pages of Scripture.

There is undoubtedly a certain uniformity in nature; there are laws controlling the operation of
second causes in the physical world. But let us remember that these merely represent God's usual
method of working in nature. It is His good pleasure to work in an orderly way and through secondary
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causes. But this does not mean that He cannot depart from the established order, and cannot produce
an extraordinary effect, which does not result from natural causes, by a single volition, if He deems it
desirable for the end in view. When God works miracles, He produces extraordinary effects in a
supernatural way. This means that miracles are above nature. Shall we also say that they are contrary to
nature? Older Reformed theologians did not hesitate to speak of them as a breach or a violation of the
laws of nature. Sometimes they said that in the case of a miracle the order of nature was temporarily
suspended. Dr. Bruin maintains that this view is correct in his Het Christelijk Geloof en de Beoefening der
Natuur-wetenschap, and takes exception to the views of Woltjer, Dennert, and Bavinck. But the
correctness of that older terminology may well be doubted. When a miracle is performed the laws of
nature are not violated, but superseded at a particular point by a higher manifestation of the will of God.
The forces of nature are not annihilated or suspended, but are only counteracted at a particular point by
a force superior to the powers of nature.

3. (EE&R) T#EER H . The Purpose of the Miracles of Scripture.

It may be assumed that the miracles of Scripture were not performed arbitrarily, but with a
definite purpose. They are not mere wonders, exhibitions of power, destined to excite amazement, but
have revelational significance. The entrance of sin into the world makes the supernatural intervention of
God in the course of events necessary for the destruction of sin and for the renewal of creation. It was
by a miracle that God gave us both His special verbal revelation in Scripture, and His supreme factual
revelation in Jesus Christ. The miracles are connected with the economy of redemption, a redemption
which they often prefigure and symbolize. They do not aim at a violation, but rather at a restoration of
God's creative work. Hence we find cycles of miracles connected with special periods in the history of
redemption, and especially during the time of Christ's public ministry and of the founding of the Church.
These miracles did not yet result in the restoration of the physical universe. But at the end of time
another series of miracles will follow, which will result in the renewal of nature to the glory of God, the
final establishment of the Kingdom of God in a new heaven and on a new earth.

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

Is the doctrine of divine providence an articulus purus or an articulus mixtus?

Who was the first one of the Church Fathers to develop this doctrine?

How do Luther and Calvin differ in their conception of divine providence?

What accounts for the fact that the Arminians accept the Socinian position on this point?

How must we judge of the assertion of some Reformed theologians that God is the only true
cause in the world?

What are second causes, and why is it important to maintain that they are real causes?

Does the doctrine of divine concursus conflict with the free agency of man?

What was Augustine's conception of miracles?

Why is it important to maintain the miraculous?
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10. Do miracles admit of a natural explanation?

11. Do they imply a suspension of the laws of nature?

12. What is the special significance of the miracles of the Bible?
13. Can miracles happen even now?

14. Do they still happen?

15. What about the miracles of the Roman Catholic Church?
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